Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on Hbrary shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http : //books . google . com/| 






wi** 



\ 



-^fKS*^!^^. 



'-^/ir; 



HP 



^ 



f^ 



\ 



E S S A Y, 

On the Caujt% of the Decline of the 

Foreign Trade, 

CONSEQJJENTLY 

Of the l^ake of the Lands of Britain ^ 

AND 



[ 0« /<6^ M E A N s /o Refiore both. 

The SECOND EDITION, 

With Ad^Jitions. ^Jp • 

Trade has always been the left Support of all 
Naiims^ and the principal Care of the wijeft* 

' Ld, Cbefitrfdd^t Speech^ DMn, 00, 8« 1745* 



LONDON: 

Printed for Jo h n Broth e rt o n at the Biih 

in ComhilL 



«iw 



MDCCL. 



>r- f^ 



.* 






*-" 



•I : 



-^ / w . . t. 



;,3?^'- THE 
PREFACE. 



5H E 'Merchant, the Manu- 
fafturtr, and the Sadtor, who 
at fittft View appear to larc 
the -grcMeft Intereft in Trade, 
mtl, npcn £xitm!!natton, be found not to 
be fo degily concerned m its well or ill ,./trx 
bong' as the Land-h<dder, whofe Intereft{yi^S^ 
fcems 5ax>re remote, and who (with Sor-j^j^^^ 
i«w:it muft be Iwd) too often by his^Jt^-^ 
indi&icnce gives ecc^on. to fuTpeft, that 
he thifiks.fae . hitth no C^^noErA m k at 
aU. 

The fonner are not fbc^i to a Country i 
Iteir'-Effefts are idl MoteaWes, Tcndifclc 
ill jmny Parts of the World j if they 

A 2 arc ' 



PREFACE, 

* arc opprefs'd in * one Place, they can 
^ foon pack up and fly to another where 

greater Freedoms invite them -, they 

* may indeed be bound by Leafes of 
' Lands or Houfes, but Parchment Chains 

feldom prevent delpairing Fugitives : 
Therefore the IfTuniber of People in any 
Country, as well as their Well-being, de- 
pends intirely on Trade/ 
* The Land-holder hath an immoveable 
Property, valuable only to fome few of 
his Neighbours or Countrymen, the Pro- 
duce of which if Trade carries not off, nor 
-::^brings,.in .People to confume,^ but on the 

^ contrary ; by its Decay drives the Con- 
fumers away, his Tenants muft decayj[ 
break, fly, his Lands, be untenanted ; he 

' may indeed feU^ at one Price or another,' 
,but when the Bulk of his Neighbours are 
in as bad a Situation as hinifelf, and all: 
Rents declining, the Vialue of untcnanted- 
Farms and empty Hou&s mult be very 
low. 

The Traders are indeed thcfirfl: pinched, 
but then they have the iSrft Warning to 

avoid 
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avoid the Calamity, which coming but by 
degrees to the Ultimai«, the Land-holders^ 
they are the longer lulled in a deceitful- 
Security. . , t S ^ 

Who then is the moll concerned iir|)oint 
of Intereft with regard to Trade, he 
whofe Property is in Moveables, who 
hath the firft Warning, and the greateft . 
Choice of Purchafers j or he whofe Pro- A 
perty is immoveable, who feels not the . 
Danger until it is far advanced, hath the 
leaft Choice d Purchafers, and thofe de- 
clining ones too, like himfelf ? 

As Men naturally purfue their own In- j^ 
tereft, this Indifference in our Land-holder^ ^ 
is monftrous. Is it Pride which makes 
them think the Subjeft beneath them? 
All foreign Courts are now ftudying it 
attentively. Is it the Fear that the Subjcdt 
is too intricate ? A little ' Attention will . 
make it as eafy to them as to Foreigners. 
Is it their Places tliat engrofs all their j^ 
Time ? What they think they get by thef?> * ^ 
they may doubly lofe in their Lands. Is . 
it their Pleafures they now^ make their 
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ohicf BuTme&r? Alas ! ifhey are p^mgt 
very dear for thern^ and de&rviecflj. toa^ 
if that is the. Cafe^^ Thefe Caufcs may> 
afFeft fome few, but the general . one t 
take to be the Craft, Covetoufiiefs, or 
•*• falfe Notions of Intereft in our Anceflorsj 
who thought to lay the Burden of Taxcs^ 
as remote as polBible from their Lands by • 
laying them on Trade> and to buttrefe' 
tliat up. by ProbibitiQns ; bloth which bav^ 
hadquke contrary Ef]^$, and their Ghild^ 
rcn's Feet are catched in the Ti^aps- thefer* 
Forefathers laid for- otiiers :; ^Mch- cynicaP 
Spirit, it is to be feared, iis not yet quite 
wornouti ^ 

* To remove all faMe, Prejudices with 
Regard to Trade, from our Land-holders, 
tCf point out to them their true- Intereft, 
to clear a plain eafy Subjeft from the 
Itnputation of Ilitricacy, to remove thof6 
deftru<ftive Diftindtions withdlit any diffe- 
rence of landed and trading Interefts, or 
to film up all, to prove the ftrong Con- 
nexion in point of Intereft, between 

Land* 
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Land and Tra^e, k^tkt OccafionoF pol>* 

Aft* Attempt is' here made to flww tte 
Sy^oiptoms^ q£ our Deeay^ tte Difiiculdes 
aipd Difcoutagemencs- our Trade at preferrt 
labours under, by whick only Foreigners 
can rival usj, the prodigiow artificial Value 
we thereby put upen owr Goods --to^ the 
hindrance of their S^e abroad ; the fi£ii- 
tious Vdue they make in the Refl^ tho 
:Ii.ai^d-holder now receives,, compared with 
ithe real, true, intrkiflc Value, *aFree-Tmdc 
-would m^e ; the ^great' natund Advan^ 
tfages our Country is bfefs^d with fuperior 
to any Nation in Europe^ the Means proper 
to- preferve thefe . by unburdening our 
Trade, whith will employ our Poor^ in- 
creafe the Stock of People, and increafe 
our Riches 5 all which muft terminate in 
ihcreafing the Value of Lands. 

As of ail the Methods of raifing Taxes 
on the People, the cafiefl and moft equal 
muft naturally raife the moft Money and the 
fcweft Murmurs ; a Propofal is here offered 
t9 the Confideration of the Publick, for 

A 4 one 
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«inc Tax on the voluntary Conifumers of 
Luxuries, to fupply all our prefent, pofi- 
tive, and involuntary Taxes, without their 
ill Confequences, more eafy, more equal, 
fpeedier raifed, produ6tive of more Money, 
which will at the fame time reftore Trade 
'and increafe the Value of our Lands. 

The Confideration of our numerous 
Monopolies naturally led to an Enquiry into 
the nature of a Free-Port Trade, as well as 
the ftrong Prejudices now fubfifting againft 
it ; and tho* a difference in Opinion will 
herein be found with feveral great Men 
who have wrote on this Subjed, yet it is 
not intended to caft any Reflexion on their 
Memories, or leflfen that Efteem which 
their paft Endeavours for their Country's 
good juftly intitles them to ; but only 
to fet the Subjeft in that general Light 
they feem not to have viewed it inj 
and put it to the ftrongeft Trial it is 
capable of. 

, Perhaps it may feem ftrange that jio 
^Bounty fhould be propofed as a Means to 
reftore Trade j but if a Free-Port will 

gain 
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gain us all tfaoie Trades we are natUrjdl^. 
capable of> it will appear to be itfctf th^, 
greateft Bounty, and in endeavouring: to, 
force Nature, the Expence is, certain, . but; 

the Succefs doubtful. 

> _ 

As an impartial Search after Truth was 
the Author's fole Motive for writing upon 
this Subject, fo he deiires the Reader to 
be aflured that he has not publifhed any- 
thing but what appears to him as flich ^, 
and as an earneft of his Sincerity he de- 
<;]ares, that whatever Miftakes are proved 
to be committed, no Perfon fhall be more 
willing to retraft, or more grateful for 
the. Favour of better Information, and- 
which he will not fail to own whenever 
this Eflay fhall be found to deferve . ano- » 
ther Edition, If the feveral Propofals here . 
offered for tlje ,refl:oring of ,our^ Trade, . 
and therewith the Value of our Lands*. 
IJiall appear to be founded on Reafon and 
the nature of Commef ce, he flatters him- 
felf that there is Virtue and publick Spirit 
enough . left . in the Nation to carry theni 
into Exeojiipn. > which, whether done ori, 
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HOQ ftgniflesi no moretD him tbsn.to atty^ 
0iher Pferibnwhatevej^ except the-Dtefim 
6P ae Pi&^Gn of that hcait-felt Joy? which 
thofe: obtain, ^vrfwfe; Labours arcL bleflfei 
with their Country's Good. 

TKBE FoddcUer defiring a* Seeond^ 
Editioftj dieOjpportunityof Gorrcfting the- 
Wiftakes in the firft-, was a* ftfficieBt-In^ 
ducementta comply- with his^Requcffi; as- 
ter llich Errors- which may ftill have^lbaperfi 
the fbimer Rx>mife of acknowled^g' is' 
now- renewed; 1 

Confijierable Alteration* have haj^cned 
in the- Finances^ by the late War j ad-^ 
ditional^TTaxes and great Deficiendes: What, 
the true general Produce will be,, a Year 
or two of Peace cannot fhew^ th^efbrs* 
the fame Calculationar are cpntanued^ aar 
were* iir the fbrmcrlhipreffloa. 

Gur late Superiority at Sea Has- fo^diecfc- 
ed the French^ that until they get their 
Htods at Liberty our Trade may fccm to 
Hburilh for a little time : But incrcafed 
Caufts mull haye increafed Efibdte ; above 

Thirty; 
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Thirty Millions of new Debts and above a 
Million -of additional Taxes muft be felt. 
Time will fhew whether fuch Advantages 
as might have been made by a Sea War^ 

can on the prefent Footing be maintained 
by the Peace. 

During a confined Knowledge of Trade, 
tKe Clamours of oppreflive Taxes, over- 
loading Debts, a threatening Public-Bank- 
ruptcy, will have Weight, and diftrefs 
every Adminiftration. But if a General- 
Knowledge was obtained of the extenfive 
Nature of a Free Trade, the Iticreafe of 
the Revenue with a Liquidation of the 
National Debt, would (I think) appear^ ex- 
treme eafy \ and a general Proiperity flop 
the Mouths of all Gainfayers. 
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AN 

E S S AY 

On the Caufes and Decline oF the 

Foreign Trad e. 

SHE Foreign Trade of Britain may 

M be defined to be its Exports and Im- 

H ports of Commodities to and from 

E other Countries, with the Navigation 

^ and ImercoUrfe of Exchanges thereby 

caufcd. 

The general Meafures of the Trade of Eurape 

at prefent are Gold and Silver, which, tho' they 

are fometimes Commodities, yet are the ultimate 

Obje& of Trade j and the more or lefs of thrfc 

Metab a Nation retains, it is denominated Rich 

or Poor. 

Thofe Nations that have no Mines of GoIJ 
and Silver, have no Means to get them but by ' 
Foreign Trade, and according to the Degree of 
thofe Metals they retain, the Prices of their Com- 
modities, the Numbers of their People, and there- 
with the Value of their Lands rife and faU in 
propoitioa, 

B There- 



t An Eflay on the Caufes of the 

.. Therefore if the Exjwrts of Britain exceed its 
Imports, Foreigners mufl pay us the Balance in 
Treafure, and the Nation grow rich. 

But if the Imports of Britain exceed its Ex- 
ports, we muft pay Foreigners the Balance in 
Treafure, and the Nation grow poor. 

The Imports cannot exceed the Exports in any 
\ Country where the Trade. is free, efpecially if the 
oZ Country abounds with Home Commodities, be« 
A caufc thefc not being raifed to artificial Prices by^ 
Taxes, muft be fo chetq) to the Inhabitants, that 
foreign Commodities coidd not anfwcr the Charges 
of tranfporting for the Confumption of fuch a 
Country, unlefs the People exported fo much of 
their beft Commodities as to want, or content 
themfelves with a Supply of iifferidr ones firom oth^r 
Kations; fo that tlie chief Imports of a I^'rce-Port 
Trade in a fruitful Country, can't be for the Con- ' 
fumption of the Pfebple, urttil they majte room for 
them with Advantage to tbemfel^^, but mull be 
either Materials to be mftnu6i^red>, which will 
afterwards be re-eicported in Goods improved by 
the People's Labour ^t kaft twido, it may be ten 
times their firft Coft, increafif^ th6l:eby a Nation's 
Treafure in piopdrtioh ; ^r tWe Goods 16 lay up 
in Storehoufes, for it being the Ihterfeft df Mcir- 
chants to buy any Commodities that GfEer in cheafp 
times to fell again \^en the Markets are advanced, 
part of fuch Imports, tfao' they be Luxuries, as 
moft of our India Goods are, and purchafed Willi 

' Treafure, do become at fome time or other ad- 
vantageous Exports, and beftdes paying fbr livMt 
is conTumed at home, do bring in plenty ^f Trcja- 
' ' fiire, as was the Cafe of our Eaft-India Trade 

" formerly : Of which Holland is at prefcnt an Ex- 
ample, tho' it affords neither Com, Naval Std^, 
or Materials of Manufaaure to fubfift litt caghlh 

Part 



Decline of the Foreign Trade, jj 

Part of its People ; the' it confumcs great Quan- 
tities o£ French Wines and Brandies, yet becaiiik 
its Trade is almoft free, its Merchants bring the 
fiakoce in its farour with almoft all Countries. 

The Barometer of Trade between any tw6 
Nations is the Courfe of the Exchange, the Na« 
lion over-bsdanced having always its Nfoney undet* 
valued. 

The Barometer of the general Trade of a Na- 
tion is its Mint) if plenty of Treafure is brougl\c 
in, and little carried out, part of it will be conti- 
nually coining, and much new Money wiU appear, 
the certain Symptom of a flourifhing Trade. 

But if much Treafure be brought in, yet mon 
lie carried out, the Mint muft lie idle, little new 
Money will appear, the Aire Sign of a decaying 
Trade. 

That the Foreign Trade of Britain declines, 
jwill appear by the following Symptoms. 

The many Petitions to Parliament complaining 
of the Decay of the Woollen Manufa£lurc. 

The ftarving Condition the Poor are reduced ta 
in the Qothing Countries. 

The tow Price of Wool. 

The long Credit Shop-keepers take; 

The great Numbers of Bankrupts. 

The Exchange being againft us this Feb. 3 , 1740^ 
to Places .where formerly it was for us, viz. Ham- 
turghj Holland^ Venice, and Genoa. 

The Exchange being more againft us with 
France^ than in the times of open Trade, tho' its 
Goods are loaded with fuch high Duties as amount 
almoft to a Prohibition. 

The Exchange being leis for us with Periugat 
than it was during Queen Ann*9 War> tho' we 
bad Troops and Subfidics to pav there. 

The great Exportation of BuIUoh. 

B z The 
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The Mint's lying idle; little or ho new Cbiil 

^appearing. , % ? 

. The prefent Scarcity of Money, cfpecially Silver; 

The great Arrears of Rent the Tenants are in 

4aill over England^ - which the Landlords every 

ivhere complain of. 

The great Numbers of Farms thrown upon the 
Landlords Hands. 
The vaft Incrcafe of the Poor's Rates. 
Thefe Symptoms of the Decline of our Foreign 
Trade being fo very plain, the Caufes are the 
Things to be found out, and then the Remedy 
may be eafy. It is a Maxim in Philofophy, Take 
,away the Caufe and the EfFeA will ceafe ; but 
we have troubled our Heads fo little of late Days 
with this good Maxim, that our Remedies of 
high Taxes, Prohibitions, and Penal Laws, have 
been applied to ftop £fied3, while the Caufes have 
never been thought on, and fince they have not 
had any Succefs, or ever can in our prefent Cir- 
cumi^ances, and would appear needlefs were the 
^Caufes underftood and removed : I ihall attempt 
to (hew what are, 

L The Caufes of the Decline of our Foreign 
Trade. 

IL The Reafotts why the Decline of Foreign Trad$ 
Jinks the Value of Lands.- 

lU. Offer fom Means to reftore both. . 
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PA R T I. 

THE Caufes of thi Decline of our Foreign 
Trade will appear to be, 

I. Our prefent Taxes, fome of which are une* 
fualj and all of them fraught with opprejjive Con-* 

Jequences, 

II. Monopolies J whereby the Many are opprejfed ^ 
for the Gain, of a Few* 

. III. Ill-judged Laws. 
IV. Our large National Debt, 

L Our prefent Taxis, confifting of ift, the 
itamp-Dutiesi 2dly, the Window-Taxi 3dly, 
the Coal-Tax 'y J^thiy, the Land-Tax; 5thly, the 
Salt-Duty I 6thly, the Exci/et on S ope. Candles^ 
Leather, &c. 7thly, and lattly, the Cufioms, the 
tpprejjive Conferences of which I (hall endeavour 
to fhew. 

Firfl, the Siamp-Duty. 
• This feems to be a Hardship on the Opprefled, 
for if Knaves defraud honeft 'People of their Pro- 
perty, thefe laft are deterred from endeavouring to 
recover it by this exceffive Tax on Law, and a 
poor 'Man fuing for 20 L pays the fame Stanip->^ 
Duties as a rich Man who lues for 20000/. which ' 
greatly prevents the Poor, and oftentimes the Rich 
from recovering their juft Rights, 

Perhaps the Stamps on Bonds, Deeds, {ffr. at a 
very moderate Rate, may be neceflary to prevent 
Forgeries ; and thofe on Cards and Dice tend to 
difcoura|e Gaming: But on Law- Proceedings the 
Stamp-Duty » certainly a great Qrievance. 
^ . B 3 Secondly^ 
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Secondly^ The Window-Tax. 

This is an old Tax new-modellcdi with what' 
Eqnality is to be confidered : The Rates are accord- 
ing to the Numbers of Windows, but thefe arc 
no juft Foundations for Taxing. Mechanicks 
Work-houfes, Inns,Lodginz-hou&, 6fc. may have 
as many Windows as a Nobleman's Seat, and the 
Foileflbrs pay equal Sums upon very unequal For- 
tunes: Some old Houfes have many Windows, 
fome modern ones in the Italian Tafte but few \ 
here the Sums are unequal let^ the Fortunes be 
what they Will. Again, the Idle may (hut out 
4^be Light, the Induflrious can't work without^ 
the former favour and the latter tax themfdves, 
for what? for working. Will may W€ pi^y> 
Lighten our Darknefs, 

Thirifyy The Coal-tax. 

Gee^ on Trade, in Pag4 103, fays, that C^ah 
irougbt to London pay about i oj. ier uhaldfon Dutf. 

Ditto, Wat^r-boru to other Barts of tbi Ki^^ 
dom^ $s. 

Ditto, Exported to ForeigmrSj 3 x. 

This favours Foreigners more than our e^n 
People, more efpecially the Inhabitants of London 
and its Neighbourhood, who pay about 7 s. morv 
Duty per Chaldron than Foreigners, fo that we 
hereby ehcourage them to under-work the £m« 
doners more immediately in Iron- Wares, and fome* 
thing likewife in all Manufaftures where C^als 
are ufed. A Tax on a Commodity of fuch gene- 
ral Ufe to the Pocmt as well as the Rich, muft, like 
our Excifes^ add to the Dearnefs of the Poor's 
Living, raife the Wages of their Labour, and the 
Price of manufactured Goods, which Hkewife in- 
fenfibly afieds the Rich : But who can expreft 
the Hardfhips and Miferies (Mf the Poor when hard 
Winters (fuch as that in January 1759*4^} ^^ 

the 
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the Price of Coah exceiSvely, and yet a heaivy 
Xax on them fiill adding to the Oppreifiop ? 

Fourthly '^^ Land'Ta^. ' 

This being now at 4 x. in the Pound, is paLd^ 
l?y fome to the full, bqt by many npt to above 2 j, 
in the Pound, and ^at without any Re^on, but 
becaufe the Efiates ij^apperi. tt;^ l)e in di^rent Coun- 
ties, which were varioufly a&<£led to a new King 
l^hen the prer(;nt AfUbifment w^ inade^ whereby 
tome Members of the Community being ever fince 
put undefervedy in a worie Cgnditipn than others^ 
s^e a dead We^ht againft even our moft neceilary. 
enlarged Exixnces; wrong policy, thatincreafe^ 
Piflcnfion always in tjoii^s of Di%uity. Th^ JjC. 
Tedbufpefe of the coming in 9f this Tax^ which ^^ 
IS generally two Years^ js a great Diiadvantage 1^ 
in times of Safety creates annual expenfive Loans,^ 
but in Times of the greateft Danger leaves us quite 
ki Oii]h::e(s: *Ti% the higheft Impropriety to ^all 
that the A4 of the prefent Y^r which is to b^ 
paid in the twp next ^vki^g. This Tax ha^ 
nefides been attended with a very bad ConfeqiicncQ 
to the Nation, in having made a DifiincSbion wher^ 
thfre is no Pi|Ference, vi%. oi Landed and Tr^dins^ 
interefts. Country Gelitlemen, finding the Lana^ 
7<7^ a heavy Burden on theqi, thought to ^% 
themfelves by loading the Trader,' whom they . 
Ipok'd upon with a jealous Ey«, thinl^ing his Si- 
tuation eafier, whereby that Trade which had 
xai&d the Value pif their Eflates, and which only 
could fopport the increafed Value, being depriv^ 
t& their Protection, and cramp'd with Dyties. 
witl^ut Mercy on all Qccafions, has indeed hem 
brought fuificiently low^ and is bringing dowA 
with it the Rents of |heir Lands j and they may 
fop the fatal !^rror wh^n it is perh^ top late, Tradi? 
being li|te acay Pjiipiip, difljcy^t $Q bf brpwgbt bacfc 
Vfe«R flighted. B 4 Mr. 
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\ Mr. Lode in -his Con/iderations of the Confer 
guences of the lowering of Inter e/i, and raijing the 
Value of Money ^ page 86, aflerts it to be an un- 
doubted Truth, nat he (f. e. the Land-holder) 
is more concerned in Trade^ and ought to take a 
greater care that it he well managed^ than even the 
Merchant himfelf\ for he will certainly find that 
when a Decay has carried away one Part of our 
Money out of the Kingdom^ and the other is kept in 
the Merchants or Tradefmeris Hands^ that no Laws 
he can makcy nor any little Arts of Jhifting Pro* 
perty among ourfelves^ will bring it hack to him 
again ; hut his Rents will faU^ and his Income 
every Day leffen^ till general Indujlry and Fruga* 
iityj joined to a well-ordered Trade^ Jhall refiore to 
the Kingdom the Riches and Wealth it had for* 
merlv "" 

' fifthly^ The Salt^Tax. 

This is collefted with the greateft Expcnce of 
any, in proportion to its Amount, confequently 
is more grievous to the Subjedt, and lefs b*eneficial 
to the Government : Is attended with more per- 
nicious Confequences than any fingle Tax, for it 
has an univerTal Influence on all Manufadlurcsj by 
laying great Hardfliips on the working Poor, whofir 
<5hief Food is Bacon and falted Flefli, and who in 
many Places are forced to lay in a Stock of falted 
Provifions for the Winter: The fame with re- 
fpe6l to the Farmers all over the Kingdom: ly 
prejudicial alfo to our Navigation, by enhancing 
the Expence of Viftualling of Ships, which raifes 
the Freights on EngUJh Bottoms, to the great Ad- 
vantage of Foreigners^ or forces "the Merchant to 
viAual abroad, to the great Damage of our Lands: 
Prevents even the very Improvement of our Lands, 
Salt being the beft Manure, and on account of its 
tafy Carriage the cheapeft. But the greateft Pre- 
judice 
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judice of all is, its preventing the Improvement of 
our Herring-Filhery, that great Nurfery of Sea- 
men, by enhancing its Expences to the great 
Profit of the Dutch : for the* we allow a Bounty 
on exported Fifli, yet the Home-Confumption, 
which would be a vaft Help to promote the 
Fifliery, being ta,xed, has made the Trade lan- 
giiifh, and little is done either for the Home or 
Foreign Demand: And notwithftanding that this 
Article of Cured Herrings is fo neceflary^ for the 
Support of the working roor, yet are they loaded 
with fo heavy a JDuty, as makes them too char^- 
able a Morfel for the Poor to encourage the 
Fifhery. 

The Staiis-Gineralf in their Proclamation dated 
at the Hague I g Jufy^ 1624, call the Great Fifli- 
ing, and catching Herrings, the chief eji Trade 
and principal GoTd-Mine of the\3n\ted Provinces, 
whereby many Thoufands of Houjholds^ Families^ 
Handicrafts^ Trades and Occupations^ are fet on 
worky well maintained, andprofper^ efpecialh .the 
Sailing and Navigation^ as well within as without 
theje Cofptries, is kept in great BJiimation, 
' ohould fo beneficial a Trade that well maintains 
Handicrafts, Trades, ^c. and keeps in great Efti- 
mation a Navigation, (hould fuch a Trade as this, 
I fay, be obftrudlcd for the fake of a paltry Tax, 
that produces but about 15 0,00/. ^^r-<f«««OT neat to 
the Government: Have we loil all our Senfes, and 
fliall we leave the Dutch unrivall'd for ever in . a 
Trade, which they declare to be a principal Gold 
Mine, and yet is the negleded Produce of our 
own Coqfis. 

Sixthly, The Excifes. "] 

Tho' the Excifes on Sope, Candles^ Leather ^lic, 
by their manner of raifmg arc fo difagreeable to the 
Nation in general, that any Inve£live againft them 

B 5 at 
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At this time would be needlefs^ havtns been fb 
largely treated on already by our greateu Political 
Authors : And as ithe Intent of this Eilay is only 
to fet Things in that fingle Point of View which 
relates to Trade, I fliall confider them no other- 
wife than as Taxes on G>mmodities» but attempt 
to fhew the augmentative Faculty of all fuch Taxe9y 
and the great Prejudice they do to Trade ; for what- 
ever raifes the Neceflaries of Life raifes Labour^ 
•and of courfethe Price of every Thing that is pro- 
duced by Labour. And it will be made appear 
Jiereafter by a Calculation of the q>preiHve Uon* 
Sequences of the Excijes^ &c. that th^ almoft 
treble themfclves to the People for what they raife 
to the Government $ and it is to be feared it would 
appear much more, if we could go to the bottom 
of the OppreiEon, for if it be-confidered tha£ 
Tradefihen in a Country, by their mutual De* 
pendence on each other, are like Wheels in a 
Machine, in which if one is touched the others are 
afiedted. Amidft fo many trading Movek's te 
H^hat D^ree the Opprejflion is increased is ifflpo& 
iible to know, nor muft we be flartled at t|p Large* 
3iefs of fuch Calculations as being too great for us 
to pay,, for being circulated chiefly among our- 
selves, and going out by Dribblets we hardly per* 
ceive them ; but yet are furprifed to find Wages 
and Neceflaries grow dearer and dearer, becaa& 
lew ufe themfelves to confider the Immenfity of 
fuch col]e£i:ed Advances in fmall Sums ; but if we 
compare the Difference of the Prices of Necefllaries 
between England and France^ we flkall find that 
Difference plainly accounting for the vafi Amount 
of the Confequences of our Taxes ; nor can it be 
a Trifle that makes fiich a fruitful Country as 
England \sy fo dear, and its Trade decline fo fitfti 
fer our working People being forced to pufchaft 

the 
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lb? Nfceflaries of Life dear, muft work dear to 
jive, until th^ir willing working Hands are quite 
%v^ up by Foreigners, who live lefs taxed, and of 
CPurfe work cheaper, fo that they muft and 
do underfell us at all Markets fqr manufactured 
(jppds where they pome in Competition with us, 
^q^ ij) titne muft ftop all fuch Exports. And I 
appeal to the Experience of every hpn^ft Man con* 
-verfiint in Trade, whether it does iiot decline 
year »ft^r Year, more efp^ially oyr WooUnn 
Trad^f which b^s b^ep eftimated to be as necef-* 
fary to us as Bread is to the Life of Man, for our 
i^xnx Gpods m^ft lie unfold or be fold with Lofs, 
wbich p!|iuft ftc^ or bre^k our Merchants J they 
^ur Clothiers and Weavers; thefe laft their Jour- 
neyman, who muft either ftarve, turn JB^« 
gSirSft Thieves, or fly to our Enemies and he[p 
them to ruin us the fdftpr^ which ka$ happened too 
PMich of late Yjea^s. Qpprefs Trade, and the 
Genjer^Iity of the leomnioii reppl^ become miferabk 
sind burdenfom to the Rich ; every little accidental 
Slackening d'Trade increaCes that wretched Num- 
J«r, ^ the following C^e will fully illuftrate. 

A poor Man either by hard Weather, the dead 
^ime of tbf; Year in his particular Trade, (for all 
Trades have fuch tinges) Sicknefs, or various oth^ 
^Qcidenty cannot worjc, but having faved tea 
^gpd Shil}ings.is deteraiined to allow himfelf onljr 
Xare Neceflaries, which, if qntjixed, might coi^ 
.about 4^. per Day \ his Money then will hold 
,<hirty Days. , 

But if Necei&ri(ss are advanced by the Confe- 
«|ience$ of our Taicess ai. per Day on his Coi^ 
/uniption, in that C^ie tipper Day is only equat 
jtp the above 4^^/. for hi3 Maintenance, and he can 
jhen bold Qut hut twenty Days> and is forced th^ 

earlier 
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earlier by ten Day (in which poffibly he might 
get Employment) to ftarve, beg, or fteaL . 

Abfolate Starving, we muft hope, feldom or 
never happens amongft fo humane a People as the 
Englijh^ but want of Neceflaries may fo impair a 
poor Man's Health that he may never recover it, 
and then an ufeful SubjeA, part of the Riches of 
the Nation, is loft. 

Begging but ten Days learns the poor Man an 
idle Way of Life that few ever get rid of, and then 
infteadofan ufeful Subjed he becomes a burdenfomy 
and oftentimes a villanous one. 

Stealing, whereby he becomes the Bane of So- 
ciety, ana not contentfed with injuring his Neigh- 
bour in- his Property, is prompted fdmetimes to 
take away his Life ; and in both Gifes expofes 
himfelf to be cut off by the Hand of Juftice. 
Every way a Eofs to the Nation* 

In all thefe Cafes the poor Man may have a 
large Family of Children, addbg Mifery to 
Mifery. 

Encourage but Trade by knocking off one of 
thofe Fetters, its Excije^ and the Children of the 
Poor will be trained up to Labour, become ufeful 
induftrious Subjects, live comfortably as Journey- 
men, or perhaps as Mafters, and contribute their 
Affiftance to add more Power to the Nation, and 
help to eafe the Rich of their Taxes; for the 
greater number of Individuals there are in a Cbun- 
try capable of paying, the lefs the Tax will be on 
each of them if equally laid. It is the Intereft of 
the Rich to let the Poor be able to get Money for 
their AiEftance, for by preventing them, they 
bring the greater Weight on their own Shoulders ; 
for thefe Oppreffions do not flop with the Poor, 
bat extend like a Plague to the Rich and the Noble^ 

whofc 
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whofe Fortunes infenfibly moulder away by them ; 
are the chief Caufes of the prefent declining Cdk' 
dition of their Tenants, that great Increafe of the 
Poor's Tax the Nation now labours under, which 
in fome Places has lately been at above 8 s. in the 
Pound, and muft by degrees inevitably fink the 
Value of their Eftates, until one Ruin involves all. 

Several Authors have thought Exci/es and Land" 
Taxes to be the moft equal Methods of .raifing 
Supplies, but, if ftrifily attended to, they wiu 
aroear hr otherwife ; any thing pofitive and in- 
voluntary cannot avoid Oppreliion, which Hu- 
manity fhould always make the iiril Confidera- 
tion in raifing Money from the People, and good 
Policy the fecond, in order to prevent Ev^on 
and Fraud, the Children of Oppreilion. 

A working Bachelor pays the £xcife> (^c, on 
his own Shoes only. 

A working Married-Man 'does the fame for 
himfelf, the fame for his Wife, the fame for his 
five Sons, the fame for his five Daughters; twelve 
in Family. 

A Landed Bachelor of 1000 /. per Annum, when 
the Land-Tax is at 2 s. pays 1 00 /. 

A Landed Married- Man of the fame Eftate does 
the fame, having a Wife arid ten Children. 

Will any one fay in thefe Cafes that the Excrfe 
on Leathery and the Land-Tax, are equal Taxa* 
tions f In the firft Cafe, is not the Oppreffion in- 
creafed twelve Articles to one ; and in the fecond, 
at leail foar to one? For the Landed Married- 
Man, with fuch a Family* cannot^ (houid not 
live more comfortably on his whole Efiate, than 
the Bachelor can do on the Quaher of his ; and 
how are the Landed Gentlemen that are married 
opprcls*d, who arc noW in both Cafes ? 
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And here^ it may sot be isipR)per ^ esaimke 
the Inconveniencies of a Poll^Taxj fuch as the 
f ^^//i of Holland iSati an Ordonnance oo ijbe 
z8th d[ Murtb^ 174S9 for eQaUUbifig: la tl^c 
Preamble to wUch it Is faid, Th§i m Saffty pf 
the Cmntry^ anJiis Inhabitants^ rtquiriiK^ agftaUr 
Number tf Tro9fs to bs iept up iban ertSnaty, their 
Noble and Hig% Migbtineffit bavg i^tn Migid to 
fearch for the mojt prcpgr Mtam iofrvuiiefor the 
Expencts of that Augjnentaiim^ and tbey have mt 
found awf more fiiiif^ than the E^ahUftmeni ffa 
PoU-Tajc, tropariioned tp the Jhlitijftf e/efwy one* 
The firji Ctafs u (fibffiwhp eam^J^eidi prpoffifs 
mn Income if 

€00 Florins^ out of which they Jbatl pay 6 Florins 

to this Tax. 

t Florins 



yoo Ditto 
800 Ditto 
1000 Ditto 
1 200 Ditto 
1500 Ditto 
2000 Ditto 
2500 Ditto 
5000 Ditto 
3500 Ditto 



12 Ditto 
1 5 Ditto 
1 8 Ditto 
25 Ditto 
^z Ditto 
40 Ditto 
^O Ditto 
60 Ditto 



4000 Florins 
•4500 Ditto 
5000 Ditto 
6000 Ditto 
7000 Ditto 
8000 DiUo 
9000 Ditto 
10000 Ditto 

X20OO DiV/tf 



75 W?Wi»i 
90 Ditto 
.1 20 ^///a 
140 Ditto 
160 D/V/tf 
1 80 Ditto 

2 00 Z>//iEiG( 

250 fl///^ 
300 Ditto, 



atnd fo on,, increafing on the Foot ef SP Fletins^ 
far, every 2000 Florins Income. 

With due rdpcft to thctr NoMc and High 
Mightincfles, I mall beg leave to repeat what I 
have juft before ailerted, viz. that any thing 
pofitive and involuntary cannot avoid OpprefRon, 
&r. and add a few Remarks on tiiis PolhTax to 
fupport that Aflertion. 

m, A is unegual^ confequtntfy unjtift and op" 
prejfvoi^ ' 

By 
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• By this Tax a married Man of 600 Florins 
Income with fix, eight or ten Children, whofe 
Family is fo numerous that his Income is fcarce 
fufficient to maintain them, and who at the Year's 
end has hardly one Florin left, is to pay the fame 
as a Bachelor who hath onhr himfelf to maintain, 
and perhaps lays up^ fixty Florins a Year : What 
Injuftice and Oppreffion is here ? Six Florins aiie 
cxafted from one Man, who has not conveniently, 
cannot have one to (pare, and no more from ano» 
^her who can fpare nxty; and yet this is not the 
worft View this Tax is capable of being put in, 
fcr, fuppofe the Bachelor's 600 Florins Income to 
arife from the Intereft of his Stocks ki HoUend 
or England^ and the married Man's by his La* 
bour ; here is a fiurther fliodcing piece 01 Injuflice, 
wheitby Induflry and Idleneis are put on the 
fiime Footing. 

zdly. It injures Trade^ ^mfiqtantfy in^weri/ba 
# Country. 

By raifing the Prices of Labour and Goods; 
for a Man who earns by his Trade 600 Florins 
a Year, and whofe numerous Family confumes 
the whole, if fix Florins are exaSed from him, 
he muft raife them by advancing the Prices of 
his Labour or his Goods ; elfe he cannot live^ 
and the clearer Goods grow, the lefs vendible thev^ 
are, confequently the lefs Trade this Man wul 
iiave ; fo that this Tax inoreaies his Expences, 
and at the fame time leflens his Income ^ if. this 
is not OppreiBon, I know not what is* 

All Taxes on Neceflaries or Trade do the 
fiune. 

3dly, li fends to corrupt the Mamtrs of tbg 
Pidpb^ ton/eauentfy to m^h them tumultuous and 
irfs gofuimabti. i 

, . ■ . . f 
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For being to Pay in proportion to what they 
earn, fpead, or poflefs, the juft Value whereof is 
impoflible to be known but by themfelves, and to 
force them to a Declaration, an Oath is always 
impofed, which makes a Struggle between I ntereft 
and Confcience, an extreme wife Law, whereby 
an honeft Man is put on a worfe Footing than a 
perjured Knave : He that forfwears himfelf pays 
jefs than his due and faves his Money, but he that 
is confcientious pays to the full; which latter 
fufpeding others to evade, is peaked at paying 
more than -h^ Neighbours, and wonders why a 
felfe Oath (hould not fit as eafy on him as on fo 
many others; whereby the moft folemn Pledge 
of Truth among Men becomes frequently violated, 
is defpis'd, difregarded, and Intereft rides trium- 
phant over Confcience, which latter being to Men 
as a Dike to keep out the Torrent ot Vice, if 
t)nce a thorough Breach is made, a Deluge of 
Iniquity enfues, whereby all good Principles ars 
drowned : And the hiore vicious Men grow, the 
readier they are to oppofe Authority. 

Seventh^ and laftly, The Cujloms. 

Cuftoms are Duties coUeftcd in Sea-Port or Fron- 
tier-Towns, by Authoirity of State, on Goods 
coming in or going out of a Country. 

All Authors agree that low Guftoms are one of 
the Caufes of the great Trade of Holland. 

If low Cuftoms caufe great Trade, it follows 
that, high Cuftoms caufe little Trade; whkh is 
comparatively our Cafe now. 

If the lower the Cuftoms the greater the Trade^ 
no Cuftoms or Free- Ports muft carry Trade to its 
utmoft height ; which Cafe might be ours. 

If low Cuftoms have fUch good Efteds in HoU 
landf which hath the moft natural Difadvantam 
of any Country; a Free-Port muft have the 

greateft 
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greateft and beft E%£t in Britain^ whofe natural 
Advantages are beyond thofe of any Country in 
Europe^ as will be proved hereafter. 

That the above Obfervations are founded in 
Truth will appear, by ihewing how Cuftoms, 
cfpccially high on^, obilrudl the Trade ofthefc 
Nations. 

Firft, Thiy prevent our Country* s being an Uni^ 
verjal Storeboufe. 

Becaufe our Duties being (b great an additioual 
Disburfement to the firft Coft of the Goods, no 
Merchant will let fo much of his Capital Jie dead 
for Duties here, when' he can have it all circu- 
lating in Commodities in other Countries; nor 
can fuch Gropds be re-exported, becaufe the 
Officers Fees in and out, which always remain, 
Jind the Intereft of the Money lying dead for 
Duties paid (tho' they be moftly drawn back) are 
(o great a Charge (the natural Intereft of Money 
being much higher with us than in Holland) that 
the Goods cannot come near fo cheap from vaXo 
?my foreign Market, as from a Free-Port where no- 
thing is paid in or out; therefore they prevent 
our Country's having the beft Choice of Goods 
at the cheapeft Prices, to tempt our Cuftdmers : 
The great Duties on India Goods difcourage Fo- 
reigners buying at our Sales, who pay an ex- 
traordinary Charge of, Coriimiffibn on that ad- 
vanced Price, and are forced to lie fome Months 
out of their Money for the Draw-back ; befides, 
the ftrift Rule of declaring Goods at the Cuftoni'^ 
Houfe^ makes publick to every one each Tranf- 
aftion of Trade, and thereby prevents Shipping 
for foreign Ports fuch Goods as are there pro- 
hibited, which deprives us of feveral beneficial 
Branches of TraddjWiat are carried -on from Hoh* 
land^ or Frce-PortsJ^ to the great Advantage of 
rForeigncrs. Secondly, 
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Secondly, Thiypnmtnt the Incmafi of our Nn", 
vigation\ 

By enhancing the Exigences of building and 
navigating our Ships. 

Boards, Hemp, F lax> Sail-cloths and Iron, pay^*' 
ing Duties, thofe Materials muft be dear, and 
feveral Neceflarics of Life paying fome Cuftom* 
(and fome Excifes) the Sbig4}uil&rs Labour maft 
be dear ; alfo the Provifion and Stpres put on board 
the Ships. 

The Englijb Sailor paying, on bis own ana 
Family-s Neceflarics, Cufloms, (and Excifes} 
muft have^ and hatb higher Wages than moft 
other Countries give. 

So that a Britifo Veilel built and riffi^d with 
dear Materials, by^ dear Labour, funded with 
dear Stores, and nay i^ted bv Sailors at oear Wages^ 
muft have dear Freights, oring ia all foreign Ne« 
ceflaries and Material for Manu&idure dear, and 
carry out all our own Produ^ and Manu£idure» 
dear to foreign. Markets, much to the IXfad^ 
YanUge of their Sale. 

This fhews the Reafon why we could nevei^ 
rival the Dutchy HandmrgherSy &c. in the Green* 
land Trade, the Navigation of the Baltick^ or 
the Herring-Fifliery, which being Trades carried 
on for fmaU Profits, our dear Navigation eiFe£lu* 
ally excludes us from making any Iifcreafe thoi^ 
Ways. 

By not having an Univerial StiKeboufo, our 
Ships, like empty Houfes, lie by idle in our Harn 
bours, waiting Months for Freights, the Intereft 
of the Money they coft eating out their Proitts ^ 
or elfe are obliged to Ipfe their Time* and be at 
great Expences in going from one Port to another 
ta endeavour to get a Qiiga n 

Thirdl/i 
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Thirdly, Tbiy pnvent the In<reafi tf SaUwrst 
Ae true Strength of this Nation^ 

This is a Confequence of the two laft Remarks ; 
for no Trade breeds fo many or fo good Sailors a^ 
the Frec^Port and Carrying Trades, the Em- 
ployment being the greateft, and the Experience 
tfie largeft, as the Voyage are the moft various 
and extenfive, for 'tis no lefs than the Trade of 
the whole World, 

As Cuftoms are inconfiflent with fuch a Trader 
#f courfe they debar ua of that Increafe of Sailora 
which muft be necei&ry to carry it on, and who 
would protefb us from, or carry Venggeance tothofe 
Enemies that durft infult vs. 

The Cuftoms upon foreign Salt, a Commodity 
k necciSiry to our Fiflieiiy, is ltkewi& a sreat 
Pretention 10 the Increafe of Saibii; the Num* 
bers «nployed in HeOani hy tbcir Fifbery u% 
prodigjious, i fear ours bear »o comparifoit. 

The Britijk Saikr being forced by Cuflom^and, 
Excifes to live dear, muft have dear Wages, Whicb 
excludes him from £mploymeAt wherever Fo« 
reigners cao be kgaUy had, to the great Difcoun^^ 
jnent of our Saibcs^ and prevents thdr Inoreafe. 

All this is not only deflruf^ive to our Riches^ 
kft aKb to our Security, it being diftcult in time of 
War to man our Navy, not improperly called our 
Floating Caftles. and occafions that hard Cuftom 
of PrdEng, which puts a free-born Britijh Sailor 
on the footing of a Turkijh Slave: The Grand 
Signior cannot do a more abfckite A<51, than to 
order a Man to be dragged away from his Family, 
and againfl his Will run his Head before the 
Mouth of a Cannon ; and if fuch A£b Ihould be 
frequent in Turkey upon any one Set of ufeful Men, 
would it not drive them away to other Countriea^ 
iad thin their Numbers yearly ? and would not 

the 
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the remaining Few double or treble thdr Wages? 
which is the Cafe of our Sailors in time of Warj^ 
(o the great Detriment of our Trade and Ma- 
nu&Aures. 

Fourthly, They lejfen th$ Capitals cf our Mer^^ 
chants. 

By keeping a great Part of their Stocks by them 
idle to pay the Duties of the Goods they import, 
which is, in effect, making them not only ad- 
vance their Money for the Service of the State, 
but like wife run the risk in the Credit they give 
of ever being reimburfed, and is diverting a Stream 
of Richer that ihould water Trade \ for it oft«n 
happens that when our Merchants are (hort of 
Gafli, and they have both Cuftoms and Manu- 
fadurers to pay, fo much Money goes for the 
iirft, that nothing is left for the latter, which 
caufes a Circulation of Difappointments feldom 
known in Holland oa that Account ; and the 
Dutch Merchants can carry on the fame Trade 
with much lefs Stock than ours, fdil cheaper, ex-^ 
tend their Commerce farther, and of courfe give 
better Encouragement to their Working-people,' 
whereby they caufe them to be more induftriout 
than ours. > 

The foUovring Cafe will (hew the DiiBculties 
and Difcouragements our Merchants labour under 
more than the D^tch our great Rivals in Trade.^ 

Suppofe a Merchant in Roterdam to {hip Com 
for Bourdeauxj and the Neat Produce to amount 
to the Value of 2000 /. Sterling ; if he orders it 
to be invefted in Wines, and Ihipp'd for Holland^ 
be will not pay for Duties 40 /. 

Suppofe a Merchant in London to (hip Corn for 
Oporto^ and the Neat Produce to amount to the 
Value of 2000 /• Sterling I if te orders it to be 

inveHed 
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Invefted in Wines, ztA ttii^'p^A fox England^ he 
viU pay for Duties above 2000 /. 

Therefore the Dutch Merchant's Prime Coft 
and Duties of his Cargo will be» * ^ 2040 

' The Ehgli/h, Ditto, 4000 

1960/. of the £«^/^ Merchant's Disburfe more 
than the Dutch Merchant's in the Amount of the 
Duties, bimprifoned until the People he trufis pay 
him, which may be a Year or a Year and a half ; 
whereas if the Dutch Merchant's Capital be equal, 
he has had 1960/. to employ in buying up Good^ 
to freight another Adventure, may be of Woollens, 

fiving quick Employment to the Navigation and 
/Ianufa£tures of his Country. 
Suppofe the Retailers they truft break about 
the Year's end, and make a Compofition amount- 
ing to 25^^ Cent, on the Prime Coft and Duties 
©f the ^^ines : 

The Dutch Merchant's Lofs will be, £1530 
The Englsjhj Ditto, 5000 

This alfo makes our Merchants Risk in Trade 
greater, and their Lofib heavier than in Holland. 
Fifthly, They encourage and force the Con^ 
fumption of Foreign Superfiuities. 

The dearer outlandifh Luxuries are, the more 
are they efteemcd by our People of Tafte ; 'tis 
the Expenc^ that makes the Elegancy, therefore 
Duties on them only further their Sale, as Mr. 
Locke clearly proves in his Confideratiom^y &e. 
p. 93. For it being Vanity, not Ufe, that maket 
the expenjive Fajhions of your People, the Emula* 
tion is. Who Jhall have the fineft, that is, the 
dearefi Things, not the moji convenient or, ufrful f 
How many things do we value and buy, becaufe 
they come at dear Rates from Japan and China, 
which, if they were our own Manufa^ure .or 
Produif to be^ bad common^ and for a little Mon^, 

would 
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motuld he cmtimnid and negUifedf Have fui 
feveral of our own Gommoditiis^ offered to Sale at 
reaftmbU Raees^ hen de/pi/ed, and the very fame 
vagerly bought and. bragged tf when fold for Freach 
\at a double Price? fou mufi not therefore think 
that the raijing their Price will lejfen the Fent cf 
fafiyi^nabli foreign Commodities amongftjou^ fo kng 
ns Men have any way to fur chafe them^ but rather 
increafe it. 

But befides encouraging, our Cufloms force the 
Gonfutnption here of moft foreign Superfluities 
that are imported ; for tho' the Duties be moffly 
drawn back on fome Articles, yet the Intereft of 
the Money lyin^ dead for Duties and Fees in and 
XHSt, hinder in fome degree their Re-exportation, 
find in many Articles t& Duties are only in part 
dravm back, fo that what remains is iuch 
an additional Load as prevents fuch Goods 
heaag^ ialeabfe at any other Market, tonfequently 
jocoesus to confume all fuch Superfluities. This 
SMkes a. People iuxurious, who can do nothing 
with foreign Superfluities but riot and indulge; 
whereas tl^ Dutch having the OI^e(9: of Gain 
always before their Eyes, by the Advance of 
icBfeign Markets forthofe Superfluities, they have 
in thdr Storehoufes, are check'd from induMng 
in what appears to them common, and of no 
{reat Vakie for the prefent, but may be attended 
wiid^ great Profit hereafter ; which aoooants for 
^ Dutch Frugality, fo juftly cdebrated hy all 
AiAors. 

Itis tfaeexceffive Oonfumption« not theTiade 
of fotei|;n Superfluities that (houM be dtfcouraged, 
and which is beft done by taxing the G)nfumer89 
Jeltmg the Goods as Ofavefb of Trade go quite 
fxe^ whereas our high Duties on them do juft 

tfae twsAj fo tb^ QHGourage tbc Gemfiimption 
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^tA d«(lfoy the Tmde, tD the immenfe Loft of 
iChe Nation. 

Si^^thly, Thif 4ntcur€ige 8mmUng» 

Where the avoiding high Cufloms makes the 
Profit great V no Risk, no Danger can prevent 
Mens attempting it ; it is throwing out a JBait to 
li greedy Fim, he v^l fnap at it tho' Ruin enfues.; 
this prejudices and difcourages the Fair Trader^ 
reither tempts, or threes him to turn Smuggler^ 
and aflbciate himfelf with thofe many Examptes 
of Depravity we have at this time among our 
People, livii^ in a Statte of War with the Govern- 
ment, in defiance of Laws, whereby gn univerial 
"Comiption of Manims and Contempt of Au- 
thority muft enfue, if not eady prevented.: Befides, 
It being cliiefly tte Articles of Luxury that are 
ftnuggled, as fi^ndy. Tea, French Wa»^ Laift9, 
*SiHcs, &^^« it fprtads their Gonfumption attiof^ 
the lower Oafs of Peciple, who are feempted to 
imitate at a fefs Expence the Luxuries of their 
Superiors ; ^t^ the iame Smugjders that bdog 
us thefe Superfluities, Carry off ^ Ottntities af 
raw Wool, to the |veat Pnejudice o? our Ma* 
ikufadures, ^nd the Nation in general. 

Seventhly, Vhefmm ManufaMunsy mwt tfjj^ 
cialfy the fV4olliH. 

Cuftoms prevent the bartering away our Ma- 

ftu&lAfures for fbt^^ Goods, not only' for our' 

own Confum{ftion, but alfo for Exporta^ioiiy 

which might entaige the Vent of our Goodi 

fen times more than it now is; for if a Mer- 

'-chs^t ne^ exports Woollen <k)Dds, and woukl 

barter them for Wines, the Duties on thtta wcudd 

amount to more than the Coft'of his Woollen 

Goods ; fo that he muft have a double Capital 

'for fuch ail Adventure, or let it quite aIone» 

'"ii^hefteby ^ Saks of great Quanlittcs^f Woollen 

Kjoods are loft to the Nation* At 
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' As Cuftoms enhance the Expences of our Na» 
vigation, the Freights muft be raifed accordingly, 
whereby the Prices of the Sope, Oil, and Dye- 
'StuflFs ufed in manufa£hiring our Wool, are ad- 
vanced to the Maker^ and the Freights on the 
Cloths or Stufis exported being alfo raifed, are 
additional Qogs upon the Sales of our Woollea 
Goods. 

Cuftoms prevent the Carrying and Fifhing 
Trades, the great Nurferies of Seamen, whereby 
our Sailors being few, and their Expences raifed 
by Taxes, they have the higheft Wages of moft 
People in Europe^ which is another additional 
Advance on the Freights, to the Prejudice of our 
Woollen Trade as abve. 

Cuftoms taking away fo great a Part of our 
Merchants Stocks, they are thereby deprived of 
driving that great Trade, and purchafing thofe 
Quantities of Woollen Goods they would other- 
wife do ; befides, our Merchants Risk in Trade 
being greater than in Holland^ and their Lofles 
heavier by our Cuftoms, their Bankruptcies muft 
be more frequent ; this fenfibly afie£ts our Manu- 
fa<3urers, who are generally confiderable Creditors; 
for broken Merchants may be well compared to 
Nine-pins, one of which feldom f;&lls without 
beating down many others. 

Cuftoms recommend foreign Minufadures of 
fine Goods, by making them expenfive, whicji 
Vanity on that account foon renders Miionable, 
whilft our own are defpifed, tho* fuperior in 
Goodnefs, and are a great Difoouragement Co our 
Manufa^res. 

Cuftoms are the Caufe of the Smuggling of 
Wool, becaufe the Gain being great by running 
Tea, Brandy, and French Goods, on account of 
the high Dutic9t hath raifed the Conuabaad Trade 

JO 
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to a great height, and the Smugglers cannot make 
their Returns in any Commodity of fo quick and 
certain a Vent, or that gives fo good a Profit as 
our Wool, for the French being lefs taxed than 
we, can work cheaper, and their own Wool 
being coarfe, Englijh and Irijh Wools are fo much 
in demand, that they will give great Prices for 
them, for which Reafon they receive vaft Quan- 
tities, to the Ruin of our Manufa£(ures. 

Cuftoms on Aihes, Bay-Salt, Cotton, Copper, 
Coals, Drugs, foreign Sope, Flax, Fruit, Furs, 
Hemp, Iron, Leather, Linens, Oil, Paper, Rice, 
Tobacco, Tallow, Threads, Tapes, Silk and 
Sugar, being Neceflaries of Life, or Materials of 
Manu&£lure, muft neceflarily make all our Coni- 
modities dear, not only to our own People, but 
to Foreigners likewife, (tho* our Workmen (hould 
have no Excifes to pay) and foch Difcouragements 
^vc opportunity to Foreigners to fend their Ma- 
iiufa£tures cheaper to foreign Markets, and fmug- 
gle them in defiance of all Laws into our own 
Country, to the Ruin of our Manufafturers ; for 
all the above Cufloms are as much Taxes on our 
Woollen Manufa£ture, as if they w;ere laid on 
the Wool itfelf, or more ; for the Workman muft 
raife the Money on the Woollen Goods he makes,' 
to pay the Duties of what he ufes of the above 
Articles, with the Advances, in all the Hands 
they pafs through before they come to him. *Tis 
by thcfei that we ourfelves drive away our own. 
Manufactures, and prevent our ever getting more ; 
and Foreigners could not rival the People of fo 
fruitful a G)untry as Britain, if we did not furnifh 
them with the Means by our high Taxes and 
Keflraints, that are always prejudicial to Trade, 
tho' defigned to amend it, and never ^SoQl the 
thing intended tho* fortified with the moft rigorous 

C penal 
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penal Laws, of which Mr. Locke gives an In- 

ilance in, his Confiderations^ &c. p. ii6. ^Tis 

Death in Spain to export Money ; and yet they who 

Jjfrnijh all the World with Gold and Silver^ have 

leaji of it among themfehes ; Trade fetches it away 

from that lazy and indigent People^ notwithjiand' 

ing all their artificial and forced Contrivances to 

keep it there ; it follows Trade againji the Rigour 

of their Lawsy and their want of foreign Cpnrnf^" 

dities makes it openly he carried out at fioonday, 

\This feems to be a Parallel, of the Statp wc 

ate coming to, and whicii foine Foreigner may 

by and by make. 

*Tis Felony in England to export WqoI. and 
yet they who furnifli all the World with Wool, 
nave lead: of the manufa£hiring of it among 
themfelves ; the Smuggling* Trade fetches it away 
from that Excifed and Cuftom-loiaded P^ple. 
notwithftanding all their .artificial and fqrgsl 
Contrivancet to keqp it tb^r^s; It folio^^ the 
Smuggling-Trade againft the Rigo^jUr Qf thejir 
Laws, and their want of takii>g off'tJiQ T^xe$ 
on their Manufa£i;urers, m^^ it cge^ly bjs car- . 
xipd out at Noon-day. 

3y this we fee that*neitl)er Death or Baniibr 
ment can force Trade to an uqnatural Cb^nneJ, 
and it may be compared in o^e re^^tQ Wa|er 
which cannot he cpmprefs'd witjiin iiU .jQ^ur?l 
Dimenfions, the more Force is exert^ ^h^ iqoQ^r 
IS th^ . Veliel broke that cppt^ined it, s^nd the 
"VVater let loofe^ never to return. The. great De 
Wit^ in his Memoir s^ Ratisbon Edit. p. 77, affen^. 
That the Navigation, tf^ Fifi^i thf Tr$dfi^ and 
Manufa£lureSy which are the^fiur Pillars iftha 
State^ fiiould not be weakened or enc^hred by any 
Taxes ^ for *t!s tb^y that givi^ Svti0A$c^ to the m^ 
fart oftkt hba^itanif^ a^4 wH^ drmtt in alt 

forts 
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forfs of Strangersy uniefs the Necejjity • was fai 
great that the Country was threatned with an 
intire DeJiruSfioriy and thefi Fundamentals Jhould 
he attacked upon the hopes that thefe Taxes would 
not lajl long \ at leaji hajie jhould he made as foon 
as the Storm was over^ to take them off\ agcdn, 
this DiJlinSflon Jhould be made that ManufaSiures 
Jhould not or cannot he taxed at all^ becaufe they 
are notjixed to the Country^ and we muji fetch from 
Foreign Countries the Stuffs and Materials to work 
them up» . 

Eighthly, They fend away our Spede. 

Britain having no Mines of Gold or Silver, has 
lio other Means of getting or preferving its Trea- 
fure but by Foreign Trade. As Cuftpms confine 
our Trade to mere Importation for our own Ne- 
ceflaries or Vanities, and at the fame timie ruin 
our Manufactures ; what we want in Exports ta 
balance the Imports muft be paid in Specie, 
making the Balance of Tradje every Year more 
and more againft us j for as we raife the Prices of" 
our Goods fo high by Tax^s that Foreigners 
won't take them, and yet Continue to Import their 
Superfluities, which we now chiefly and in time 
muft intirely pay for with our Gold and Silver, 
as appears by the Bills of Entry in every Week 
we are beginning to do; and our high- Duties 
encouraging Smugglers who have feldom a fettled 
Habitation, or any Stock of our Manufeftures by 
them, they carry out vaft C^iantities of Specie t(^ 
purchafe their Cargoes : Such large Draughts make 
our Mint lie 4dle, we fee "but little new coined 
Gold, and hardly any Silver ; wb find our Money 
difappcar, and grow fcarcer aiid fcarcer every 
Year ; our Trade declines,* and our People flarve. 

Tolhcwhow JFA-fj/Jx, Oujloms-^ zxA^aHrDuties^ 
i.ucreafe the Expences of the People* and confe* 

C z quently 
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qucntly ruin our Trade, the following Account 
may not be impro|>er. 

//r/?. The 2)«//« thcmfelves. 

The net Produce of the Taxes following, was 
before the War computed to be one Year with 
another as under : 

Excjfes^ about ^ 2,800,000 

Cujtoms^ about 1,700,000 

&7//, about 150,000 

4,650,000 

The Char^ of raifing -% 
thefe Duties are about V ,465>ooo 

ten per Cent. i ■ ' 1 ■ . 5,1 15,00a 

Secondly^ The ad- 
vanced Price of thofe 
Goods the above Duties 
are laid on. 

Woful Experience 
teaches us that every 
fmall Duty laid on Com- 
modities, railes the Prices 
of tliem confiderably to 
the Confumer, beyond 
the grofs Diity, 

By the Fees given to 
Officer^, the Tyrants of 
Traders. 

By Tradefmens lofs of 
Time in attending upon 
Excifemen or atCuftom- 
houfes : A Trader's 
Time is his Bread. 

l&j taking s^way a 

Quarter Part of ourTra- 
ers Stocks for Duties, 
afid forcing them to take 
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Brought over i£ 5 j > ' 5 ><=>®® 

as great Profit on ^ of 

their Stocks laid out in 
Goods, in order to live, 
as they wou'd on the 
whole if Duty-free, 

By Tradelmens Pro- 
fits on the Duty and 
Advances in all the 
Hands all taxed Goods 
come through to theCon- 
liimer $ as for Example: 

Suppofe there (hould 
be no other Tax but 
that on Leather, let us 
fee how many Advances 
that would make on the 
Price of our Shoes. 

The Grazier lays (i) 
on the Beaft he fats his 
advanced Price of Shoes % 
he (ells to the Butcher, 
who takes (2) his Profit 
on the Grazier's ad- 
vanced Price of the Beaft, 
and raifes (3) on the 
Hide his advanced Price 
of Shoes ; he fells to the 
Tanner whoie Journey- 
men raife (4) theirWages 
on account of their ad- 
vanced Price of Shoes; 
the Tanner pays (5 ) the 
Tax of 2 i. per Pound 
on Leather; takes (6) 
his Profit on the before- 
mentioned five Advances, 
and raifes (7) on the ' 

' C3 tenn^i 
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Brought over £ 5,iij,ooo 

tannM Hide his advanced 

Price of Shoes ; he fells 

to the Leather-cutter, 

who takes (8) his Profit 

on the before-mentioned 

feven Advances, and 

raifes (9) on the Hide he 

cuts his advanced Price 

of Shoes ; he fells to the . 

Shoemaker, whofe Jour- 
neymen raifc (10) their 

Wages on account of 
their advanced Price of , 
Shoes; the Shoemaker 
takes (i I) bis Profit oh 
the before-mentioned ten 
Advances, and raifcsf 1 2) 
cn the Shoes be malcest 
the advanced Price of the 
Shoes he wears ; he (ells 
to the Confumer with 
all thefe Twelve Ad^ 
varices^ highly magnified 
beyond the bare Duty. 

So much for the Tax 
on Leather only : But 
the Grazier, Butcher, 
Tanner, Leather-cutter 
and Shoemaker ufe Sope, 
that Sope like Leather 
is taxed, and like that 
Leather Tax muft be 
raifed ; but that caufed 
twelve Advances on our 
Shoes, true, place there- 
fore twelve Advances 
more on Shoes for the 

moiie 
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Brought over. ^. 5j'«5)<^oo 
Sopc-Tax.ThefeTradef- ; * 

men ufe Candles, twelve 
Advances more for the 
Tax on them j and the 
fame for every other 
Tax on Neceflaries. 

All which duly con- 
fidered, might be com- 
puted at above Cent, per 
Cent, on the grofs Pro- 
duce of the Duties, but 
though the large Duties • 
caufe feme farther Ad- 
vance on all the Goods 
they are laid on, charged 
with Profit upon Profit 
through every Hand they 

fafs ; yet as they keep not • 

*ace with the fmall Du- 
ties, and all Calculations 
appear fairefhvhen mode- 
rate, I choofetoabatein 
the Advances, and to fet 
them only at fifty per 
Cent. «>557j50^ 
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The Amount of the 
advanced Price of the 
Goods the above Duties - 
are laid on. 7»^72,5oe> 

1 III I ■ ■• 

Let us fee how this 
7,672,500 /. circulates 
through the People, ad- 
vances the Prices of our 
. Goods,confequcntly ruins 
•urTradc, .^^ 

C '4 ^irjl. 
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Firft^ This Dearnefs 
of all Neceffarics which 
laifcs the firft Coft of 

Goods, mufi advance the 
Price of all Labour-. 

The SpeSfattn-j N« 
200, computes that the 
People without Proper- 
ty, who work for their 
Daily, bread, do confume 
T of our Cuftoms and 
Excifesj therefore they 
pay^ofthemand their 
Conftqoences; as thefe 
People live but from 
Hand to Mouth, what- 
ever is laid on them they 
muft therefore fhift ofF 
or they can't live ; and 
fince thefe various Taxes 
have been projeded, they 
jnuft earn enough where 
they do work to pay the 
Taxes, the advanced 
Price of taxed Goods, 
and the advanced Priceg 
of all other Neceffaries,, 
viz. Meat, Bread, Cloth- 
ing, or whatever they 
canufe, not only for the 
Confumption of theDay s 
they are employed, but 
for thofe alfo that they 
are not j therefore they 
are the Caufe of raifing 
theWages of the working 
People \. of 7,672,500 /. 
tiie Amount of the ad- 
vanced 
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vanced Price of the 
Goods the above Duties 
arelaid on, which makes 5,1 iSt<^<^* 

Stcondlyj This Dear- 
nefs of all Ncceflaries 
forces thcMaficr-Tradef- 
mcn to raife on their 
Cuftomers the Taxes 
and Advances on their 
Confumption. 

The above Spectator 
allows 4. Confumption rf 
our C«/?tfmi and Excijes 
to the People with Pro- 
perty , but as thcfe may be 
divided into two Claffes, 
via. in Trade, and out of 
Trade,and theProportion 

confumed by each, not 
being afcertained by any 
Author, I fhall compute 

them at half and half. 
Therefore the Mafter- , 
Tradcfmen or People, 
with Property in Trade, 
nH%. Merchants, Manu- 
feaurers, Mechanicks, 
Farmers,wholefaleDeal' 

crs, and retailing Shop- 
keepers,muft each lay Oft 

the Goods they fell, the 

advancrf Price of the , 

taxed Goods they coiu 

fuipe; whether Food^ 

Clothing,' or Utenfilsr 

Their 4 Confumption? 

of 7,672,500 A the A- • 

wowit of the advanced ^^^ 
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Brought over jC 5 >! 1 5>ooo 
Price of the Goods the 
above Duties are laid ojiy 
makes i>27^j750 



Thirdly^ Tradefmens 
paying advanced Prices 
on their Goods mud have 
advanced Profits,for whe- 
ther they lay out their 
Stocks of Money in 
Goods that bear their 
natural Value only, or 
Goods that bear double 
that Value by Taxes, 
fiill a living Profit muft 
be obtained on the Stocks 
thcj^ employ. 

For the Wages of the 
Manufafturer, the Me^ 
chanick, the Labourer, 
and the Expences of the 
Mafter-Tradefman, be- 
ing of Neceffity raifed^ 
the firft Coft of Goods 
tnuft be fo too ; and 
confidering the various 
Tradefmens Hands that 
Goods pafs through from 
Che Workman or La- 
bourer to theConfumer, 
charged with Profit upon 
Profit by each of them, 
(which in the little 
Trades muft be very 
neat, otherwife their 
Returns being fmall tbey 



6,393>75^ 



couM 



J 



Deciine of the Foreign Trade. 3 5 

Brought over £ 6^93,75^0 
could not live) the Ad- 
vance thereby occafion- 
ed may, at a moderate 
Rate, be computed at 
50 ptrCenU to the Con- ^ 
fumer on the above two 
Articles, which raife the 
firttCoft of Goods, and 
makes t^^S^fili 



9,S9o,6aj: 



People with Proper- 
ty out of Trade, their 
^ Confumption of 
7,672,500 /. theAmount 
of the advanced Price of 
the Goods the above Du-^ 
ties are laid on, makes 1,278,750 

Total Advance^ £^ 10,869,^75 

This is part of the 
Amount of the Con- 
fequences of raifmg 
4,650,000 /, for the Go- 
vernment,by our prefcnt. 
Manner of taxing Goods* 

Our other Taxes are,. 
The Land-Tax^ the grofs 
Produce, at about 4 /• 
in the Pound is about 1^960,0610^ 

The Stamps^ Win-' 
dows^ Poft-djffici^ &c. 
their computed Grofs 
produce about - $00^00^ 

The Pow^s Tax is 

computed,, oA a ttudKng - ' 

Carricd:&v«r.£ 13,329,375 

RatcL- 
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Brought over j^ 13,329,375 
Kate, to equal the Ztfff^- 
Tax^ but ihuft be much' 
more when Trade is re- 
duced, and the Price of . v 
Provifions high, however * 
to reckon it at no more 
than the Land-Tax^ or 1,960,000 

General Ammnt of aR 
eur TaxeSy and part of 
their Confequencesy Before 
ibeJFar. ^15,289^375 

Let us fee now the 
Amount of our Taxes, 
with regard to our £x- 
pences : The Britijb 
Jdercbant^A. i.p.i65. 
computes our People at 
feven Millions, and their 
Expences at 7 /. per 
Head; but as Necefla- 
ries are grown dearer 
fince the Year 1713, 
when he wrote, and the 
Number of People in- 
creased, 1 (hall compute 
the People at Ekht Mil^ 
]ions,and their Expences 

at 8 /. per Head, which -^ 

makes our Total £x* 
{)ence annually ^ 64,000,000 

Of which 64 Millions 
the People pay for the 
Taxes, and their Con- 
iequoices) asabove^ 15,2^9,375 



■■■ 
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Which being fubftrac* 
ted, their Expences, if 
luitaxed, would be only / 48,7 10,62 5 

15,2^9,375 /. chargedon 48,710,625 /.is a Tax ' 
of above ^i per Cent, on the Expences of th«v 
People, whicn muft add a prodigious Artificial Va- 
lue to our Goods, confequcntly reader them left^ 
faleable> and ruin our Trade. 

If it is asked. Whether Foreigners, for what 
Goods they take of us, do not pay on that Ccm-* 
fumption a great Portion of our Taxes?' 

The Anfwer is. That it mufl beadhritted they 
do; but if^tfaat was originally intended and ex 
pe£ted to continue the fame as at the firfl laying* 
on of our Taxes, it will be the ftrongefl Argument 
againft them ; for as our Taxes on Necef&ries are 
proved to be fo burdenfom and extenflve by raifing 
the Prices of our Goods, Foreigners take lefs of 
them yearly, and when the Demand is reduced, 
the People having lefs Work, find lefs Money to 
pay, and yet have their Taxes proportionably in- 
creased on them as they lofc their Trade; for, ay 
the Government abates neither Expences or Taxes, 
and if one Method* of Taxing fails another is tried ; 
what Fbreiencrs ceafc to pay, we muft; or in 
other Words, the lefs Trade and Money, the- 
more Taxes; and the more our Taxes are^ the' 
le& and lefs Trade and Money we know we mufl' 
expeft. Is not this like adding^ to a Horfe^s Bur- 
den, and diminiihing his Meat I and muft we* 
wonder if he finks under his Load? Perhaps Fi- 
gures may explain this ftill clearer, by ftating a> 
imiilar Account thro^ 30 Years. 

Siippofethat in the Year 1710 all our Taxes, ' 
and part of their Confequences, were as they are 
now, viz. i5'928^,375 7. that Foreigners paid then * 

y of them, and our own People ^ ^ that Fo* ^ 

rcigners 
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reigners going to cheaper Markets fidc^i HaNz 
ceafed taking Goods from us yearly in pi^por- 

tion to one ptr Cinh only on their former 4- 
FUrt of 6\jit Taxes ahd tb«it Cdnfequencesj the 
Acoount every five Year^ will ftiind thus : 

F^eigners paid <)f Our own Pebple 
our Taxes, ^c. paid 

'Jbm^iyib £ 2,184,196 £ 13,105,179 
1715 2,074,9^7 13,214,388 

17^0 1*965,778 >3»323»597 

1725 i>85^,569 r3r432>866 

1730 i,74r»36o I3^542^0IS 

173? 1,638,151 13,651,224 

1740 1,528,942 i3,7^o»433 . 

fiy this it plainly appears, in what manner our 
prefent Taxes drive away our Trade, and burden 
our People^ who have by this Account 655,254 /• 
niore to pay in 1 740, thwi they bad in 1 7 10, with 
yV ^^^ Trade ta pay it with. 

To conclude this Head. Two of our greateft 
Acithors clearly forefaw at -the laying on our nu- 
merous Excifes, Cuftoms, &<« that theie uh*' 
happy Gmfequences mull Heceflarily follow, aitd 
their Arguments are a full Proof of what has beea 
already advanced 
^ Mr. ^ Lochj in his Conjiditationsy &(:. p« 90,, 
6ys, ithat for rbifing thrH Millions m C^mmodt*- 
ti^s^ (mdMngiiig fo fHudhinto ri&^ £xche(|aer, ib^t 
m/Lji go a grtat deal more than three Millions out' 
ef the Subje&s Pockets \ for a Tax of that nature 
cannot te levie'd by Officer ss to tiOatcb every kittle J?/- 
vulet of Trade without a great Charge^ efpecialfy 
at Jir/l Trial; but fuppofij^ no r/tore Charge in 
raifing it than of « Xiaoid-TaXf and thai there are 

only 
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$nlf three Millims to be paid, Uis evident that to de 
this eut of Commodities^ they muji to the Honfumer 
ie raifed -J in their Priee^ fo that toery thit^ to him 
fhfit ufes it mufi he a quarter dearer. Let tts fee 
now whoy at the long-run^ nrnft pay this ^arier>^ 
and where it will light \ 'tis plain the Merchant 
and Broker neither will nor can, fdr if he pays a 
Quarter more for Coenmodities than he did, %e imU 
jeifl them at a Price proporti^abfy raifed; the poiA' 
Labourer and HanAcraftfnum cannot^ fbr he juft 
lives from Hand to Mouth already^ and all his 
Foody Clothing^ and Uienfttsy cojltng a quarter 
more than th(y didbefor^^ either his Wages mufi 
rife with the Price pf things to make him livcj or 
4fe^ not bang able to maintain himfelf and Fafnity 
by his Labour^ he comes to the Partjb, 

And afterwards he proves, that in the Home- 
Confumption the whole Bui^en fells on Land at 
laft. ^ 

Dr. Da^enanty in his Effays ouTradey Vol. 3.* 
p. 30. ailertSy that As to manufaSfures^ high Ex^ 
fifes in time rf Peace are utterly deftru^ive to that 
principal Part of England'j Wealth ; for if Malt^ 
Coalsy Saby Leathery and other things bear a great 
PricCy the Wages of ServantSy Jt^orkmetty andAr^ 
tificerSj will confequently rife, for the Income mu/i 
bear fome proportion to the Expence\ and if fuch as 
fit the Poor to work find Wages for Laboury or 
Mahufaliures advance upon them, they mujt rife in 
the Price of^ their Commodity y or they cannot live 5 
all which would* fignify littley if fiothing but our 
awn Dealings among one another were thereby affec^ 
tedy but it has a Confequence far more pernicious 
in relation to our foreign Trade, for ^tis theExpor'- 
tatim of our own Prodn^ that mufi make England 
rich. 

And 
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And in Page 3I. But the Cfmfeauence tf fuch 
Duties^ in Tinus of Peaci^ will fall moft h$avify 
iipon our ff^ooUm ManufaSfuros, ef which moft 
have moTi Vabu from tbo- Workman/hit than the 
Material I and ij^ the Price 0/ this fVorkmanflnp 
be enhanced^ it will in a Jhert courjie of time put a 
Nuejfity upon thofe we deal with of fetting up Ma- 
nufactures of their own^fucb as they can^ or ef 
bt^ng Goods of the like Kind and^ life from Na^ 
iions that can afford them cheaper. 



11. Of MonopoEeSj whereby the Many art op^ 
preffed for the Gain of a Few. 

Befides the Misfortunes arifing from ourTaxes^ 
we have fome Monopolies very deftru£live to a 
trading Nation, and inconfiftent with a free one ; 
which encourage Idlenefs, Villany, and extrava* 
cant Denjands for Wages or Goods, whereby the 
Kbny are deprived of their Rijghts, without having 
committed any Crhne to forfeit them, and for the 
IBendit of a few only; a Country that fufiersthem 
cannot fend its Goods fo cheap to a foreign Market 
as its Neighbours, for never yet was a Monopolized . 
Trade extended to the degreeof a Free one ; there- 
fore any Country abounding in Monopolies muft 
decline in Trader 

To apply this to Britain^ which hath moie 
Monopolies than are generally thought on. 

Fir/t Monopoly. Britain againft its other Do'^ 
minions. 

The Trade of exporting Woollens, and fome 
ether forts of Gbods, with the Trade to fome 
particular Countries given to Companies, we mo* 
siopolize to ouifelves; and in our abundant Wi& 
dom pav all the Charges of Government ; * our 
Fdk)w dut]e£b in Scotbnd pay but a Trifle to the 

ge^eiat 
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general Support^ in Ireland and the Plantations no- 
thing at all; tfaefe trade under the ProteSion of 
Fleets that coft them not a Farthing: Our gene- 
rous wife Land- Wars, to maintain the Bahncc 
and Liberties of Europe at the Risk of our own, 
coft them not a Doit ; all that we endeavour is to 
fiarve them without Expence, and ourfeives with ; 
for that is the Cafe, we arive one part of our People 
out of Trade by Monopolies, and the other by 
Taxes* We bleed ourfeives almoft to Death, and 
think to recruit our- Spirits by devouring three 
Millions of- ftarved Irifl) and Americansy and by 
£xceis of Cunning make the Ruin general. 

Second Monopdy; Companies with exclufive 
Charters, viz. Eaft-India) South-Sea, <7ir^ Turkey 
Companies* 

Thefe Companies prevent the increafing the 
Vent of our Manu&dures abroad, confequently 
they ilarve our Poor, as will appear by the follow- 
va% Reafons. 

1 . By being all of them confined to London, 
the Prices of the WooUens they export are en- 
hanced by long Land-Carris^ up to Town, 
with the additioml Charges of Uommiffion, Ware- 
houfe-Rent, Porterage, Cff . much to the Prejudice 
of their Sale ; and what Materials of Manuladui^ 
they import are difpers'd over many Parts of the 
Kingdom b^ the hk^ expenfive Conveyance^ to 
the great Difadvantage of the Nation in general. 

2. The Turkey Company, whofe Trade is al- 
moft dwindled away, can prevent difpatching their 

Ships for one Year, if they pleafc, to raife the 
Price of Silk at home for their own Advantage, 
though the Nation thereby lofes one whole Year"^ 
Vent and Confumption of its Woollen Goods in 
>7»r^, which it's faid hath happened formerly ; 
and if an inkjuitous R^fe is given to Silk here, wr 

cannot 
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estnnot mzxiijbSbitc it with ibch Advantage as our 
Neighbours. The Reader will be pleafed to con- 
fider the fine Situation our Poor employed in the 
Woollen and SilkM^nidadures-muft be in at fuch 
a time^ 

3. It is not the Intereft of the Eaji-Jnila Com- 
pany to iiicreafe the Quantities of the WooHerts 
they export, but rather to contraft them (which 
I fuppdfe was the Reafon for obliging them by their 
Charter to export Woollens to a certain Value) for 
at all Markets where there are any Demands for 
Good>, the iSmallne(s of the Quantities naturally 
enhances the Price ; and if the Company cam gam 
as much on 5000 Cloths as on 10060, is it not 
their Intertft to prefer the leiler Quantity on ac- 
count of the lefs Disburfement and Risk? tho' it?8 
plain the Nation would lofe the Sale of one half of 
the Manufadures capable of being vended ; whei'e- 
as c»rivate Traders puihing ^gaiiift one another, 
ihiay to increafe the Vent of their Goods by felling 
ikt moderate Prdfits, niaking the Quantities anfwer 
lK>tliemf«lves and their Country* 

4. The large Charges the Eaji-India ind Soiah* 
Sia Companies are forced to be at for the Salaries of 
the Diredors, Governors, Supercargoes, &^c. be- 
sides what may flip thro' their Fingers fometimes, 
ihuft make thefe Companies negl^ ^ Trades 
that will not yield extraordinary Profits to defray 
them, which Trades private Merchants would be 
glad of, and turn to good a^^ount fbr themfelves 
and their Couiltiy, were they not debarred by ex- 
Clufive Charters. 

5. The Ea^'India and South^S^a Compani^ 
buying at home by Dire6tor8, and felling abroad 
by Servants, who may have ^n dye to their oWh 
or Friends Intcr^, and the Foundation of all be- 
ing the Goof^ny'a Moneys they caimc Mtundfy 
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be fuppofed to be (b indufirious as thofe who 
traide only on their own Stocks; therefore Com- 
panies can never extend Trade like private Dealers, 
but muft decay where Interlopers are admitted, pf 
which our African Company is a ftrong Inflante. 

6. What confirms the whole is the Prohibition 
of the EaJi'India Company agalnft their Servants 
carrying out Qoth, which would be needlefs, did 
they riot know that their Servants can underfell 
them, for the Company wants not Money to 
fupply all the Cloth that can be vended with the 
ufual Profit. In the Year 1741, a Seizure was 
niade in one of the Out-Ports of a large Quan- 
tity of Cloth defigned for India^ belonging to one 
df the Company^ Servants, when at the fame 
time, by the Decay of our Woollen Trade, the 
Poor's Rates were at 8x. in the Pound in fome of 
Our Clothing Towns ; from whence this Abfurdity 
arofe. That whilft our Qothiers were ftarving, 
the Exportation ctf" Cloth was a contraband Tr^de. 

It is impoiSfole to make apy Ihquif'y into our 
Companies, without taking notfce of tfaeir paft 
Villanies, Which, as they hiv^been matde fuM- 
ciefntiy publick, few dan be ignorant of; ther^fofe 
the bare mention of therh is enough, fuch as thfc 
fetal South-Sea Scheme, that ttiined thoufands df 
Families. What need to mention former Direc- 
tors receiving Salaries from Cbm[tenite, dnd, thd* 
%ontfary to EaW, being notwithftanding concetttfed 
in the Q/?^rf Trade to Indioy whereby thcy.werb 
cuttihg the Throats of their Beriefaftoi^; the fal- 
ling CKK)ds by felfe Samples, and buying them for 
thfeir private Account* ; carrying on private Tradfe 
Contrary to Trfeaty, and bribing Officers to wink 
at them with the Company*s Money, and charged 
to Account by the g^iiteel Name 6f Prefents, iSb- 
jeaing theitby the Comi«rty's Effisas to Seia^ures, 

ami 



44 -^ Eflay on the Caufes of the 

and their Country to perpetual Jars. The Ra- 
pacioufnefs of Governors abroad, who by engrof- 
fing Goods, nay even the Neccflaries of Life, have 
opprefs'd the People by arbitrary Prices, and drove 
av^ay bur Trade. Supercargoes, cheating by falfe 
Invoices. Captains, quitting or lofing Ships, to 
defraud Infurers and Bottomree-lenders: Are not 
thefe things written in the Books of their Chro- 
nicles ? 

But the greateft Mifchief of all is, that the 
Honefty of the People hath been corrupted, by 
having prefcnted to their Eyes Roguery lightly 
puniihed, if not triumphant. 

Thefe Companies prevent the Increafe of our 
Navigation. 

By their exclufive Charters, debarring us from 
a Free Trade to \ Parts of the known World. 
The Dominions of the Grand Signior in Europe^ 
Afta^ and Africa^ are confined to the Turiiy Com* 
pany. All Soutby and Part of North America, 
from Fera Cruz to Carihagena, from Buenos Jfyres 
round Cape Horn to California^ that vaft Extent 
of Coaft, is the Portion of the South-Sea Corn* 
pany. All the Coafts of Africa^ Afioy from the 
Cape of Good Hope to Japan^ are the Lot of the 
Eaft'tndia Company. And what a fmall Num« 
ber of Ports do they all trade to, and what a 
trifling Navigation do they all maintain ? There 
are a greater Number of Ship*Tonage employed 
in the Trade to the free Port of Leghorn only, 
than all thefe three Companies employ in their 
Monopolies to 7 Parts of the World, like the 
Fable of the Dog in the Manger ^ not eating tbenk^ 
felves^ but preventing thofe who would. 

T^iV^ Monopoly. City and Corporation-Cbarters. 

Where Freemen exclude by Charter any of the 
fame Trade from fettling in their Towiis^ have 

they 
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they not a Monopoly againft the reft of the In- 
habitants ? Cannot they impofe extravagant Prices 
for their Goods on then: Cuftomers, and do they 
not do it? 

Where no Journeymen but Freemen can work 
in Towns, have they not a Monopoly for Wages 
ajsunft their Matters ? Do not both thefe Cafes 
advance the firft Coft of Goods, to the Prejudice 
of their Sale abroad, and account for Foreigners 
reckoning our Country fo dear? 

If a Journeyman, not being a Freeman, gets 
into work in a City or Town-corporate, what an 
Outcry is there not made of a Foreigner's being 
come among them*, to eat the Bread oiit of their 
Mouths? How! can a free-bom Briton be recko« 
ned a Foreigner in any Part of his own Country ? 
What an Abfurdity is here ! yet neverthelefs true. 
Can one Man eat the Bread out of another's Mouth 
without being more induftrious than he? Impoffi- 
blel it muft therefore be Idlenefs and Luxury they 
contend for, not Bread. 

This is one of the Reafons why Foreigners flock 
to our Plantations, inftead of fettling here, and 
by our Decay of Trade many of our own People 
go over to live there yearly; fo that many going, 
and few coming to fupply their Places, a Scarcity 
of People will hereafter enfue, to the great I^« 
mage of the Mother- Country. 

Mr. Sianian in his excellent Account of Swit- 
zerland, pa^ 140, obferves. That the Tradefmen 
Citizens p/DcrnCj are generally e^eemed to he proua 
and lazy; which ^altties proceed cbi^from tw§ 
Privil^es th^ enjoy : One is their Rtght of being 
cbofen into the Government by virtue- of their Bur-' 
gerjhip^ which makes them proud i and the other is^ 
that of hindering any but a Citizen from exercijing 
4iny irade within the Cities^ whtcb makfs them 

lazy* 
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lazy- From whence two tnconvenienqes naturally' 

fioWy one that the Inhabitants payve¥y dear for their 

Goods y and the other that the Workmen are bad ; 

for where there is no great Choice of Artificers one 

fhujl be contented not only «witb had Work^ hut t9 

pay fuch a Price for it as they pleafe to. impofe, 

Mark the dainty EfFp^fe of monopDlifing Char- 
ters, Pride y Lazinefs^ Dearnefs of Pricey andha4 
Work. 

Fourth Monppoiy. Laws to prevent the Imp^r' 
tation of Cattle; Butter^ &c./r<?OT Ireland. 

This gives a Monopoly to a few Breeding 
Counties to inipcfe upon the reft of the People 
high Prices for Cattle, ^c, to the Ruin of our 
Manufaftures, forces the Labourer to live dear, 
and of courfe to raife his Wages ; is greatly pre-* 
jtvlici^l alfo to our Nayigatipn, for whatever en» 
ha^ces the Exp^nces 01 a Ship, enhances its 
Freight, and gives Oppprtui^ity to Foreigners to 
vkSlual cheaper in Ireland ,t\i?Ln we caia dp at 

But it will be obje^ed to me> That this is 
done to raife or k^ep up the Val4e pf our Lands ? 
• To which I anfsycr : That there is always a 

Seat Noife mad^e about encouraging the Home* 
o^fumption, by which is meant making Necef- 
faries bear a great Price, which can anfe only 
from.^q irpp^op^r Knovdedge of the true Nature 
of Trade, for this, is fo far from being beneficial, 
that it has Juft thp contrary EfFeft j certainly the 
lefs is conUimed within,, tne more will be left to 
export J th^ cheaper things are, the more of them 
will be e:^ported, and it is Exportation only that 
makes a Nation rich. This Monopoly, with re- 
fpe6l to the People, is unjuft, and the Benefit of 
it to the Land-holders only imaginary j as for In* 
ftance, A hath a grassing Eftate, to raife the Va« 

lu« 



lie of which» all Cattle from Inland are to be 

frobibited : A having the fole Marker, raifes the 
Prices of his Cattle upon thp reft of the PGOpie» 
J?, C, /3, down to Z, twenty- three in Number, 
and their Pockets Are to be emptied only to fill 
his, a very equitable Projefl: indeed ! But tho' 
tbcfe People were as blind as Pupjpie?, yet Ne- 
ceiGty, and the natural Courie of things, will 
fcMTce them to retaliate upon him ; for a$ a Mpnp- 
poly raifes the Price of Cattle, their Dearneia 
raifes the Pri^ee of Labour, dear Labour make$ 
dear Goods ; fo that the Food, Clothing, Utenfijs,. 
Labour, cv«y thing A want?, comes dearer to. 
him ; an imaginary Value is given to every thing, 
fo that tho' A (hould have more Rent for a time, 
^whidi yet the Decline of Forei^ Trade muft 
faring down aften/vards) the Money be receives is 
of lefs Value, not going fo fitr> or bdng able tp. 
ptircfaafe fo much as vfhm Good^ bore their na^tu* 
ral Value only ; (b that what he thinks he. puts vn.> 
with one Hand, is. pulled out foy the other; 'tis 
all a DeceptiovisAsy letting People (0|ge£her by the 
Ears to prey upon cope another, letting Fof$igi|e^9 
in the mean ^hile eat the Br^d out of their 
Mouths ; for a Nation that adda an artificsial Va- 
lue to its Commodities by Monopolics» cannQt exn 
port them in fuch Quantilies to forci^ Port9»: 
where they aie rivalled by thofe that bear only 
their natural Value ; and their Home-Confump- 
tion will likewiJie fmk in Price by the Nation's^ 
having lefs Money brought in by foreign Trade; 
fuch a two-edged Sweixl are Monopolies to Lands* 
Every Home-commodity in a Free Trade.. will 
find its natural Value ;'f40r tho' that fluduates» as 
of Neceffity it muft, according to the Pknti&l- 
nefs or Scarcity of Sesifons, yet for the Hbme- 
k»nfuinptioa9 every Home-comniedity muft have 

great 
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great Advantages over the Foreign, as being upon 
& Spot, and free from Freight, Infurance, Com- 
miffioD, and Charges, which on the Produce* of 
Lands, beiQe all bulky Commodities, muft in the 
general be about 1 5 per Cent, and a greater Ad- 
vantage cannot be given without Prejudice; for 
15 per Cent, makes a great difference in the Price 
of Neceflaries, between the Nation felling and 
the Nation buying, and is a great Difficulty on 
the latter, but arihns from the natural courfe of 
things, cannot be helped; tho' it's a fufficient 
Security to the Land-holders, that Foreigners can 
never import more Necefiaries than are abfolutely 
required, and I prefume, in fuch Cafes, they have 
more Charity tnan to ftarve the People merely 
for an imaginary Profit, which yet would prove 
their Ruin in the End ; for it is a Fallacy and an 
Abfurdity to think to raife or keep up tnc Value 
of Lands by OpprefEons on the People that cramp 
their Trade $ for if Trade declines, the common 
People mufl either come upon the Parifh, or fly 
for Bufinefs to our Neighbours : In the firfl Cafe» 
they become a heavy Tax upon t}ie Rich, and 
inftead of buying the Produce of the Lands, muft 
have it given them ; and in the fecond Cafe, when ^ 
the Confumers are gone, what Price will the Pro- 
duce of Land bear? A fmall Confumption makes 
a fmall Demand, and a fmall Demand makes a 
fmsdl Price for any Commodity; fo that when in 
Converfation the Wifdom of our Laws is magni- 
fied to prevent the Importation of Cattle, l^c. 
from Ireland^ or Corn from any Nation, unlefs 
it firfl bears an immoderate Price here (as keeping 
up the Value of Lands) how would a Hollander 
or Frenchman fmile when he refieded, that in his 
Country the Poor getting Provifions from any 
Place where they can be had the cheapeft, are 

thereby 
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thereby enabled to work at Prices tht Engli/h can't 
live on, and by working cheaper work more, that 
is, run away with their Trade, their Money, and 
their Working-people, and when thefe are gone, 
we mav as well give them the Land into the Bar- 
gain, for any Value it will be of: Befides, the 
Value of our Land is at pirefent )>ut nominal ^ to 
prove which. 

It won't be fufpe£ted to 
be an under Computation 
to reckon the Rental of 
England at / 20,000,000 

TheExportsandFreignts 
at 8,000,000 

'In Page 36, the Ex- 
pences of the People of '-[ 

England zxe compvited zt 64,000,000 

- ■■■ ■ 

The general Amount of 3 

Taxes, and part of their 
Confequences, is £ 155289,575 

If our Exports^ and • 

Freights make -f^of the 
Expcnces of the People 
they muft be computecl to 

pay i" of the laft Article, 

which makes i ,9 11, 1 7 1 



Whidi being dedufted, 
the Remainder is what 
falls on Land. 13,378,204 

Mr, Locie^ in his Conjideratidns^ &c. Page 95^ 
treating of Taxes on Commodities fays, It is in 
vainj tn a Country whofe great Fund is Landy H 
hope to lay the pubHck Charge of the Governmint 
M any thing euiy there at laji it will terminate^ 

D The 
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i%e 'Mrthdkt (do ivbWybu c/k) '^itl^Wit h^ar h^ 
i%e Ldbdurer cannbty andi^efefore ihi L'd^d^ffofd& 

thiift pay the remaining '^^ Vhich 'amouhtinjg to 

1 5«3 7 Sy^^) and faliing'on a Rental t)f ap^ooo^oo^. 
fs aboye 1 3 j. in the Pound Ts^:sc i|pon all the Laftx^ 
of England I fo that Land with the prcfent Taxes 
at 20 J. ^^ Acre, or wkhottt the prefe^it Taxes 
at 7 s. per Acre, are equal, ^x)A theSLaik). is oioM 
reduced by our Taxes and Mdnopo!^, than l^ 
any poffible f^ree Importation ; and this Prohibit 
tion, by us called a Kimedy^ is on^y a forwarding 
our general Decay of Trade, and confequently 
our general Decay of R«iU, which afUiaay hlhp- 
pened after pafSng this Prohibitory I/aw, as R^€r 
Coke informs. us in his Treatile, Thaf the GhurcJIf 
and State of England are in equal Danger with 
the Trade ^ publimed in 1671 ; m'Page ^, His 
Words are, That the Ends dejigmd 'iy the Aits 
again ft the Importation tf Irifli Ciittle^ -of rtkifing 
the Kents of the Lands ^England, arp fo^far 
from being attainedy that the contrary hath enfued% 
And here I wijb a Survey were taken 'how 'mdny 
thoufand Farms are thrown upjinceihis AH i how 
many thoufand Farms are (Aatedy fome above ^^ 

others above ^, others abhve ^ ; fomelinow, which 
after two Tears lying wafley are abated one half 

Fifth Monopoly. Laws' to. prevmt' the hf^r" 
tation of mojl forts of Fijh hy Foreigners • 
I This gives a Monopoly to bur few FShermen 
ind l^'ift'iftongers againft our own People, and the 
Confeqa^nce ' is, that Pi£h te^fs !five trtnes the 
Price &t London that it docs at AHfUierdam^ t>r 
more, great Quantities of f^ beii^ thrown a^fhiy 
by our Deal^s'to 4e€p.tip ^trav4gant PriceB, 
to frhe«great Grkvtnee ofvoHr illAuib^ Poor* 

And 



ly hanilhing from our Coafts the J^utcb ]^i&er- 
men, who would in thne have fettled with u^ 
pur, own Country being better than Holland i 
nothing but Taxes and Monopolies can ^ep them 
away \ for who Would pay heavy Taxes to livp 
in a bad Country, when he could live free and 
untaxed in a. good one \ This 'Obftru&ion hath 
enabled the French to coHimence Fibermen on 
our Codfts, Who employ already a |;reat Number 
of Vefiels ; how dangerous this may m time pro^^^, 
1 leave every honeft JS^li/h/mn to judge. Aft<i 
what a melandioly Figure do we make, fur- 
Tpunded by Faeries, yet fo bound down by Taxe^^ 
Monopolies, &c* that we cannot undertake theo^t 
lut fit tamely idlQ, and &e Foreigners f^varmiBg 
upon our Coafts, and carrying away our Riches i 
Sixth Monopoly. Tbe Na*viggthn A£i\, 
Altho' this A£t is beneficial to us under our, pre- 
fent Difeafes in Trade, but would be needlefs 
were they perfectly remedied, ,yet is it even now 
not without its Inconveniencies : For a Law that 
confines, in «ny de^ee, our Imports or Exports 
to particular Ships or Men, gives.a Monopoly to 
thoie for whofe Benefit the Refiraint .is frame()» 
which in this Cafe is.^i;l;her (he Navigation of the 
Countries whofe Growths we. import, or elfe out 
own. And this Monopoly, is very prgudicial to 
our ManufaAuresi ; fca: 'tis enabling thatfeveral 
..Nec^flaries and Materials of Maaufa&ure ihall 
not be .imported by the cbeapeft Navigation, but 
' by a dear one, and of couf fe that they ihall pay 
dear Fre^hts, which muft raife their rriee ; ai|d 
if the KunufaSuref buys his Materials <lear, he 
muft fellhb Manu&£bre: in proportion. Befides 
; it.is ena^ed,. that^thefe Ncceflaries, &r. (hall not 
.be brought from any Country but the Place of 
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Growth, or moft convenient ufual Port of 
Shipping ; which gives a Monopoly to Foreigners^ 
and to our Merchants, againft our own People ; 
for Foreigners will always know our Neceffitv for 
any Sort of Goods, and if our fole Depencience 
lies upon any one Nation, they will not foil to 
make us pay for it Befides, jhis gives Oppor- 
tunity and Security to our Merchants for Eh- 
groffing ; becaufe, if they import or buy up large 
Quantities of Commodities at the ufual Times 
of Shipping, they are fecured in what extravagant 
Prices they think proper to impofe on our People 
till that Time returns, ill foreign Nations who 
have laid up Stocks being excluded our Market, 
tho' they could afford them ever fo cheap. Ac- 
cordingly, the Author of the Britannia Langiam^ 
Page 65, informs us. That the Danes, taking the 
Advantage of this A5l^ railed their Prices and 
Cuftoms upon us for Pitchy Tar^ and Timber^ 
near double ; and the Leiflanders the fame for 
Hemp and Flax. And in Page 68 he fays. That 
the excluding great Numbers of foreign Snips from 
our PortSy mufi hinder the vending of great Pro* 
portions of our Beef Porky Corn^ Beer^ Clothings 
and other Neceffaries, And Page 69, The Dutch 
allow free Commerce to all Foreigners and their 
Ships. Now as this A£^ makes our Navigation 
dsar, it for that reafon deprives us of the Fifliing- 
Trade, the g'reat Nurfery of Seamen, whicn 
cannot be carried on but by a cheap Navigatioii 
to vie with the Dutch and French, in which we 
make no Progrefs worth fpeakihg of: Therefore, 
in this Cafe, this Ad: has deprived us of Seamen, 
inftead of increaiing them; and the Acquifitioh 
of foreign Seamen, in any d^ree, being pre- 
vented bv this A&^ gives a Monopoly to out own 
JSailors, oy which means in WaJf-time, or any 

Sptirt 
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Spurt of Trade, they exzBi near double the Wages 
that foreign Seamen are content with ; which 
opprefles our Merchants, brings our Goods dear 
to all Markets, giving foreign ManufaSurers a 
great Advantage againft our own, and our Sailors 
Jying hid in order to get greater Wages by their 
Monopoly in the Merchants Service, is one, 
amongft other Reafons, of the Difficulties we find 
in manning the King's Ships. Roger Coke^ in hig 
Dtfcourje in Trade^ publimed in 1670, Page 27^ 
fays. That two Years after the Rump making this 
Law, the Building of Ships became J^ Penny dearer^ 

andSeamens Wages (0 exceffive, that we have wholly 
UJi the Trades to Mufcovy and Greenland thetehy. 

Seventh Mpnopoly. Laws to prevent the Export* 
ing of Woollen ManufaSfures from Ireland. 

After the fear that the Value of our Lands 
fhould be leflened by the Improvement of Ireland^ 
had produced a defbuSive Prohibition of Irijh 
Cattle, as has been proved already: The People 
erf" that Country being neceffitated to find out 
fome other Employment for their Lands, turned 
their Thoughts to the breeding of Sheep and 
raifing a Growth of Wool 5 no fobner was this 
efEsded, but a Prohibition ehfued on our Part to 
Export the Manufadures made of that Wool. 
This Prohibition on the Iri/h hath ruined the 
Woollen-Trade of Britain^ and raifed that of 
France^ for unlefs the IriJh are fufFered to export 
Woollen Goods, they muft fell their raw Wool 
to the bed Bidder, and that is France ; one Pack 
of IriJh Wool works ap two Packs or more of, 
French Wool, which is double the Damage to 
Britain^ that the opening the Exports of Woollen 
Goods from Ireland ^ould be; and France by 
lelTening her Taxes in Times of Peace, enabling 
thereby her People to work cheap, could afibrd 
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ip ^w larg0 Price$ fop Jri/b Wool, aact becaoMI 
^e chief IVferket for it, bMring^ tfamb^ raiftd fo9 
Exportadon an immeafe* cheap- fideaUe MaaD«- 
&£iure,. wbich theii: own Wool ^wafi nel cafiablci 
of doing: As this incr^as'd,. that of JSWfm» d(9«> 
dined, and tbo' they. aK« now incr^iing and wo 
declining, yet IHll this Feifi or rather lalaltiii^ 
lion^ shout the Value of our Lttids, Hiabes iis» 
perilfl in a Prohibition thair not only hurU thr* 
Jrift)y ruins ourfelves, but enriches ' the Frrndf:^ 
f6r as the Cafe now fiands,. ei^er Ir^kmd or 
France muft have the W€K)Ueo Maau&£ittfe;^ 
Rritain by reaifon- of its heavy Taxes and Mo- 
nopolies that make Labour dear,, being out of tbe^ 
C^eftion. The Irifi exoort clandeffinel]^ ibsie 

fore the /r/}^ can rB<J»i^cr tftc Wocfien-Trader odt 
ot tMr iTands : And Aall we comtlimant Urn 
l^etkt wifh a Trade trial w» deny our own StuW- 
'^s} Nay, one Third of what Ireland fo^ 
cj^r^evs &ere at Ia(i : And &all we refuie ik£ %, 
Sum which x!^ Irlfi would ihatcji b^fo^cm 1£su^ 
riies and'preftnt to usf 

Tkf Lavn wJkickpve a Bpin^ WidtporHdCmiM 
Pifi^\nd ^lefihg en '0€ry fr^m^l to eui^ Mm^ 
fii^ailures^ 

For Wages dtpendiRg onf the high or kw Pricey 
(jorn^ Filb, and Flefb bear, ifasBouRe^Qs cm tMr 
Exportation ferve only to feed Fomgner$ cheaper 
than our own People to run away wifh 6iu: Trade : 
The Pretence of encour^ing Tillage by a Bamtf 
on Corn can have no Weighl now^ fined 0ttr 
great Improveaaents in Husbaadlry, mm^ Ida if 
we ereSed Maffitaines et Corn in tnry Ownly^ 
ajjpioft lioMS of Soarciijr: ForeilBjBAn never buy 

I'rovifions 
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EroKtiboa . till t^ey \k^ tb^^n, a^ tjbcn th^y 
iQu^ naiy^ then)L vhpthex; we give QpuntUQS or. ixq^ 
Tb?, Brit$Jk MfKch^nt^Vdi. z. p. ^47. fays^ lf<wi 

Mig^4 ^' i^^ A i2^i^n/v 09 WcoJ as Vie dp op, 01^ 
Cor\ that. Ei^goc^ m^fflft bqve. it cheapo than ou;n 
]^4opU* And Ia i>. 40a Zt^ co»^Us the. J(^u4 cf 
^,Mfm^(L$ur/^. if^m: WoaU^G^ogff inge/ieriiU 
4^, thre/rUm^ tke yalmoftj^e Wool. I^osy I 09^ 
1^1 tp 2^1 A^Q^.Seor<e^. yhetb^r it be ngt 9iugb 
0^e.preju4iq4l 11^ this C^. to ^ th^ Work* 
J9(U^l cheafei^ th^n to ii^H cheaipy^ tbc Mitcri^l; 
the Ma^u6#ttre beii^g si^ ^re^ t^ oo^ Id our 
WooU^^^-TwI^ only, a Bownift w ^Xfpjrt^d 
W<y)U tlljii^* ^^\^ ao4 dpfiriv^v^, floj^ ui^r^ \ 

^i^ W ^«w. <^«?efi^ ,tl>^ W? m^ 

\fi^ #) oiijc S^^ Li«\PQi, ap4 W M%gu%$uja^ I 
««y t^MPi v(^ quv ujpdeiii^^:, all Tr^e, ^ 



moK ^eftw^W* c^ w Wp ^3«4 w^f 

is^her U ao^ ll^ift tha Vjsiy to i^x^ us io£ AO 
4tte9^ Vo ^nfiop a^lf Wqpl ajjt t^mo ^yflf 
wpy^ vii^. Hntil w Bcopfc w e^ of Ts^f^ 

9); bfiyond ToreiignQr&i^ £>];wbile ^.^r.ik/^x»xi 
j^erwc^k us ib muph tli^y c^ a&rxl tp giye vj^^ 
l^ncjf^ far our Wogl, ^x4 what efffedl aay rrolji- 
%<}f>}\ viil have agiirA v^ft profit*, tlic Reader 
lay judge. The Penalty of Death hinders not 
lyllicin wn\ Wng broyght away fraw 5^^/» and 
^^orij^ql. Sir 7. C-J'/V/ reniark$ upon this Sub* 

?• £1 pf ouf Wool, in his Tra^ on Tra.df» {i ISZ. 
"i^f thq that cqn, give the hefi Prific f^t ^ Cam-- 
^pdUy fiall nfifir fail tQ have it by (?9< Me^nxar 
filffry notwithj^anJSngt he Oppofitioii of any Lawsf 

O ^ or 
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tr ttttirpojition of arr^ Power hy Sea or Land; of 
juch Force^ Subiiliy^ and Violence^ is the general 
Courfe of Trade, It feems fomething furprifing, 
that fuch fmall Countries as the Britijh Iflands 
fhould be ever fuppofcd to grow fufficient Quan- 
tities of Wool, and that of peculiar Sorts too, to 
glut all the World with its Manuia£lures, or 
that it ihould be thought at reafonable Anfwer to 
the Queftionj'-How comes our Woollen-Trade 
to decay ? to fay. The Quantities made are 
ttK) great for the Confumptron, did we not fre- 
quently meet with it in Converfation. Thefe 
Iflands are not the 350th Part of the computed 
Superficies of the whole Earth ; to think that one 
Part with only what it can fpare from its own 
Confumption, {hould be able to overftock with a 
Comniodity univerfally neceflary 349 other Parts, 
is ftrange ; but the Solution of tne Myftery is this, 
that we by our Taxes and Monopolies cannot 
give the Manufadlure the Vent it formerly had, 
or is now capable of, for the Material is fo far 
from being a Drug that Foreigners give any Price 
for it, and we are forced to attempt the prevent- 
ing its Exportation by fevere Penal Laws : 'Tis 
therefore the Manufafture, that being raifed to 
an extravagant Price by Taxes and Laws, which 
make Provifions dearer to our own People than to 
Foreigners, we cannot give Vent to near home, 
and are deprived doing of it in the remote Trades 
to ^ Parts of the World by our Monopolifing 

Companies, ^vhereby great Quantities of Woollen 
Goods being crowded for Sale into a few Ports, 
become confequently idefpis'd and undervalued; 
tvhereas, was our Trade quite free, we fhould 
fend but fmall Qiiantities of Woollens to the re- 
fpeftive numerous Ports we then traded to, which 
vould naturally increafe their Price^ for being 

the 
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the bed manufadured, as they grew icarce they 
would become efleemed and demanded, infomuch 
that we might be obliged to import Wools our- 
ielves to anfwer the Demand : 'Tis our ill Man^e* 
ment of our Trade, and that only, which enables 
Foreigners to deprive us even of our natural Ad- 
vantages, of which our Woollen-Trade is one. 

Our Laws r elating to our Poor are a vajl En^ 
couragement to Idleneft* 

. By obliging Pariflies to maintain their own Poor^ 
we intitle them to a certain Maintenance whether 
they deferve it or no, fo that when Provifions are 
cheap they won't work above half the Week, but 
fot or idle away half their Time, laying nothing 
up for Sicknefs or old Age, becaufe the Parifh muff 
provide for them then : This is one of the Reafons 
why the Wages of our Servants and Labourers are 
fo exceffive high, becaufe our Laws providing for 
the Idle, none will work without being extrava-* 
gantly paid ; whereas had they nothing to depend 
upon but their Induftrv, or the Chara&r of it to 
lecomrgend them to tne Charitable in their Mif^, 
fortunes, they would be glad of conflant Work at 
moderate Prices, to fupport themfelves, be more 
Frugd to make a Referve againft times of Adver- 
iity, and more ftudious to deferve that Relief they 
might want. 

Befides, thefe Laws are vaffly unjuft, for the 
Poors Rates being very high, are a heavy Tax on 
the Induftrious to mamtain the Idle, and as every 
pofitive Tax mud raife the Prices of Labour and 
Goods, the Induftrious are thereby ftill more op- 
prefs'd, and the Sale of our Goods hindered abroad^ 
for our Labour is grown fo cxceffively I>ear, that' 
we lofe all Trades where Foreigners come in Com- 
petition with us. 
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• 

Idkoeb is ffiH more tmcaanfpi hj Ae DdiAi 
of ov Laws agunft VagabondB^ a me People ese 
filwafi bfave* Sod the Braw always GaeipaiiDiiatt^ 
which being a diftmguifliing ChafaAer of ^er 
Aofde, ihey are taStf inpded om b]r the kaft 
Appeaiaaoeof Dtftcen, fe that fiMDeBcgms who 
can awnterfcf t Miferj weU, ^ moie Money m 
m Day thaoA many diligent Lahoaicis^ te the great 
Diicoun^iement of the Induftrieo^ who fee Idk^ 
nefa fe wcAiewunM; wherehr ^iir Roitds and 
fitieets fwarm witb Beggafs^ ail the DiAuifcaBce 
tbejrmeet^K being now and dicii mnied ^a 
ficBxllip out of hii Panfli into the iiext» which is 
only fliiftii^ the Evil bam atm Door to anotfasi^ 
but works no Refcmatiim. And 7 an En^iirjr 
codd be made into the Manner that our Pooir new 
jpend thoft Aim d»7 restive fiom Aoir PariflK% 
I believe thegmteft Put tbenof woeM appear td 
be iqoandcr'd iway in Drams, and that die baUi 
tf diem are nsainURned only tecot drunk. 

The iiifieriBg People to fattfat Parifli-Offeas 
ii onetif the grcaleft Defeds in thefe Laws, fer 
*e better Sort of Houfekeepers paying to &vi 
tfaemfehte the TrouUe of putdng our jLawi m 
iannj the£xeoiitionofthemiBlefttodMlnfi9rior» 
"^^o have not time to %ure from thor €UUng9 to 
do it well ; who are too often tempted to ftturiider 
aihiy the Mbne^ raifed for ^ Poor in kafttDg, 
or turn it to their Profit by AimiOimg Workhoutes 
with NeceAries at extravag^ Prioes ; ^^tAf 
Ae Pftrifliionefs are hi^-rated, and the Buiihea 
brought into Ddit. 

it IS a common Say ing,That our La^^ are good^ 
iMt ill executed : To which I anfWer, That a Law 
not executed is vrorfe than no Law at all, theiefara 
cannot be ^ood ; for the Weaknefs of a Law ap« 
peaiing by its being evaded^ makes tbePeople have 
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X mean C^ion of tlve Wiiiioia of tbe LKgiAature« 
and briQgs a C3Q8tes]»{3£ oa oujf L^-ws in gtnesal) 
tfaercioGB iimft be bad. A Law that by its Re- 
vari^or PuaiibaBienis ^loes aot «pforce Obedience 
to its DHBin^Qds, 13 in effeft no Law at all, aii4 
H^ h»s «^ £ffi^ 4Qes no good. 

Sp defied tQ rrfiaSUJjftvv like f^ch L^vs gre tp tfep 
h^i^^r the mf<w cive u? of tbe DiRvil ; tlif 
kig^ Put\96 make theTemptatipxis and the Pej;^- 
ties deftroy Men for falling into them. jBe{ic{e^ 

tlj? ShJ^: 0/ MoJ^kind ^luft live as thpjr cai?» not 

4^ they will i if fonje M^ao» f*il> thcv mu^ ixy 
otbei^ ; i)QW (o 9iake Trade criminal, ^b^ i a 
the Nature of <hin.^s it if not fp^ is cutting oft |b? 
JMean? tljc People have pf Jivv^g, /. >. ftajviM 

P«r ii(7Wi *^<?/ fir a^ Jfitik tijf rr^rtijoft ^#. 
ifpf49 our Qpy fin4 Sib^^ Coim^ ^re v^rj fr^U'^ 

, for ^ the M^s tjbemfelvej vary \ixp\n Val^p 
vreekly ,a? the Pr(^rtioi;i cbaiigps Abroad, one or 
pther of pu^ Cqjhs muft be earned away wiih }o6 
to tbeNatiQn, a$ is often (be Cafe Y^ith our Silv^ 
Q)ins i as for Example : A Ppund of Standard 
Silver {s coined into (>is. (o that one Pound and -^^ 
tber^f rn^e 63 j. and jCxcbange^ for tbree Qui^. 
oe^. By Cuftfdnf^^ Paper pf Fikruary 3, 1740. 

Standard Silver was at $ x. 7^/ ^ ^/r Ounce» wbich 
makes for one Pound and ^ 68 s. 7 d. -^^ being 
above 5 s., 7 ^« tt ™^J* than the Gunency ; almoft 
nine per Cent, lofi to us, and gain to P'oreignera 
who carry away our Silver Coin : Can we wonder 
at the Scarcity of it when we'(nake it fo' profit- 
able ^ Article to be carried away ? Mr. £ocJ^e . 

obferves 
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obferves in his Confiderations, &c. Page 167. If 
your Law fet ity L c. the Proportion of Gold to Sti- 
ver at i^y when it is at the free Market-Rate in 
the neighbouring Countries as 16 io ly Will they not 
fend hither their Silver to fetch away your Gold at 
•ry lofs to you? Or if you will keep its Rate /• 
Siher as 1$ to i^ when in Holland, France, and 
Spain, its Market Value is hut 14. Will they not 
fend hither their Gold and fetch away your Siher at 
Y-j- lofs to you ? This is ttnavoidable if you will 
make Money of both Gold and Silver at the fame 
time, and fet Rates upon them by Law in refpeRof 
9ne another. 

And here it n^ay not be improper to obferve^ 
that our expenfive Law-Suits are deflru£live to 
Trade, making Traders often fubmit to Impofi- 
tions rather than feek a Remedy, that by its Ex- 
pence often proves worfe than the Diieafe; or 
vrhere juflice is uncertain to be obtained through 
the Unskilfulnefs of the Courts of Law, which 
feldom fully comprehend the Intricacy of Mer- 
cantile Difputes and Accounts. The Cbunfel con« 
fefs it in open Court, and often perplex a Caufe by 
their Ignorance, which they mould clear up by- 
their Knowledge; and many times the Judge in 
fummirig up the Evidence, will (ay to the Jury 
that the Difoute is a Matter of Trade which I 
don't underitand and you do; and many Caufes 
have by cautious Judges been recommended to be 
kft to the Reference of fome of the Jury, ending 
at a great Expence what might have been done 
without any worth mentioning. It would be juft 
as reafonable for Lawyers to confult Merchants in. 
Points of Law, as Merchants them in Points, of 
Trade, Cafes in which they are equally ignorant : 
Befides, to what a vaft Expence are not Creditors 
put in taking out CommiiSohs againft Bankrupts,, 

wmch 
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which of all Cafes fhould be attended with the 
leaft, ahd where Lofles are already but too bad, is 
it not barbarous to make them worfe by a heavy 
Expence ? For the reft, the Reader is referred to 
Sir Jofiah Child's Difcourfi on Tradty Page 141. 
Where this Subject is finely treated on. 

I fliall now attempt to fhew in fome D^ree, ^ 
the Amount of our Monopolies and Ill-judged' 
Laws. 

Though it be above my Capacity to point out 
exadly the Advance in the Prices of our Goods, 
occafion'd by each feparate Monopoly or iU-judged 
Law, that ruins our Trade, or to nx the utmoft 
. degree that our Taxes joined to them carry the 
artificial Value to ; yet an Attempt at fome 
Amount, fuffidentforour Purpofe, may be made. 
As our Woollen-Trade is our greateft Concern, 
the Example (hall be drawn from that. 

Dt Wityn his Memoirs^ Page 57, fays. That 
iht making a Piece of Cloth in Holland cojis 70 
Livreiy of which the Workmen pay 20 for Taxes. 
That Work then untaxed would be only 50 Livres, 
and 20 Livres charged on 50, is Juft 40 per Cent.* 
Tax on Labour : ^ht Dutch Taxes have been 
confiderably raifed fince De Wit*s time to fupport 
two French Wars, which may amount to as much 
again for ought I know ; but to make the Calcu- 
lation appear the feirer by being moderate, I (hall 
fuppofe the Incrcafe only at lO' per Cent, making 
in all ^oper Cent.'Tzx on Dutch Labour. 

- The friar in 1672. created fo large a Debt^ that 
the Province of Holhnd only^ paid 80 TunsofGold^ 
which is near 800,000 1. Sterling per Annum /«-' 
tereft. Vide The View of theTaxes, £sff. during 
Queen Anne^s War, reprinted in 1743. ^.4. 

Englijh Wool fmuggled to Foreigners, fells at 
above 50 per Cent, Advance on the EngUJb Price ; 

they 



Foreign Wpgls tbcy import, fiUi^rwife thf y wowW 

npt covet it fp miAcb 9^ th^^ dOt gf m^ im^ (oi 

m^ny fev^re hmsi »a V^Qt lo ||^e)ff#t 4^ ^«» 

ins it. 

In the Ohfervatim «« Brji^ft ^iw/t pu £3* <J>i 

. Author /«^?/#J tke V(tluf of ^ ^|i4 ^f iS^glift 

of Wool being 240 Pounds, isjuft^ ^. per Ppmad* 
Id p. 23 he fay^ TA* Prlce^ y Eiw^ifli 41^ Irtfh 
Combiug'W^d qt Ahkvilfc jy^f (apwt jdbe Y^sf 
1739) M i<> ^. €ndif>\; Stp-Jing /A^ <Pii^<:/i iirhiek 
h& P£k:e 15 IP Z (p 5. » P^^ ^ juft rs ^ 
QfMi^ Adv^iW ^,^h^ ^^fijft Wcf i wbich will 
npt b^ thought .^jctr^i9sdi99f y» whip • Siursrty k 
taSam pf the Pensib^ t}ie $m(eg|fH incur hif our 
Lawsii if d fTpftgdy {b^^ thrCtoccs €f fikifk* 
ping, &r.) for 

' J9jr the 9tb0mii9a ^T WrUiai^ Ifl. W^^/mtut 
carrying ti!umr4s the S^ at Kept a^4^&%y tmkfi 
enteredf and Securkjf givm^ hfarfeitedf mt& 3 & 
per PfiunJ Penalty. 

By the gth flndio^i^Wm^m III m^lJadtn 
$n any &hif for £;forwim$ unlefs j^Hred^ emi 
Security ^ivm^ is forfeit fd^ wtb 3 «• per Pctmel 
Penalty • 

By the I ztb of Chirks II. Mpfier emd Mari- 
ners knpwing thereof^ and attiJUng^ tp farfat all 
their Goods and Ckuttels^ an4 fuffer three MMhs 
Imprifonment* 

By the 7tb and Sth tf William JII. ferfom 
affifting tn the Bxp^taiionj to Jp^^ three Mv^ 
Imprifonmentj without BaiLor A^ainpriee. 

By Ditto, The Inhabitanis of ^ Place out ^fi mr 
throi^h whieh the Wool is carried ¥' eesPorted^ are 
ti> forfeit ZQ I if the Qoe^s tf mder tie V$Jye qf 

10 1. 
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tf Suit. 

Owners and tbm ^JtiMs. 

By tht stb of George II. W^ ftifud m i0^J 
4M^ f^4ffil without Cocketj or Warranty thi Vejfel^ 
her Gum y Tmkk^dFmNtiki^^ui^/iffiiitd. 

By tbi^^f Gmrfe I. P0Am ntt f4iyiwg tti 
Sum re9$virid in thm Mmtis^ thg C$wrt mtf^ 
9rder Tranjportation /or /even Tearsy as /or Fe^ 

Ti^ Duuh htre mtinljr b«t hs omI qT ikr 
Tnufe «> Pm^gd in tk: imdlifig $om of QtA^ 
ieewfcn 8 imd ii j. ^ Yar4 1 ttnl I MpgtA to 
iwr Cbtkiem if the mwM Ctathi mde fer JEju 
fctftfttiony tflt u wii i tboTf Pite«9» Are mc ratBOid 
tti a aM9i€ Tnik in QyilMitv> c» what tbey wtre 
fiMmnif; or fittCher^ if hftraly any be made. A 
IhMpifr OMk tlim «»y to tttf If coiiifwt^ taliave 
«o^/r £t^sr. Ad^tttt ttpon it in tbe Price etf* in 
Wool aad Taxes m its LabMl, and yet cttOHf 
clieaper to a ftnigp Maitet than an Mngl^mts^ 
the latter iiniftiiave a Aditious Valiie ^ uimt that 
Sam tipon it, Md 9» Jpir Cm. » fuSdent to 
eiirn the licale of a Trade that ii in Mptilikrig, [ 
0M coBApute the fiAtlioue Value of an En^i/k 
doth httt at J I /«r (7ii7/. 

In Page 17 the Amoimt of sw 1 
Tsot en the EavponmB of eur > 39 ^^ Cm/. 
Fbof le it above J 

Therefore the Monopdies iiml 3 
ID-judged Laws that afieS this > 20 per Cent. 
Qoth may be about 3 

Together 51 per Cent. 



• • • • '. < 
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A Bale of Engli/h Qoths now cofting ^ io« 
Has included in that Price an Artificisu^ 
Value arifing from Taxes, Monopolies, / 
and Ill-judged Laws, with their Con- r ^ 
fequences, as above J 

^^ ■ ■- 

, Which being fubftraded, the natural y 
Value df this Bale of Cloths, if freed C' £^f 
from Taxes, GTc. would be only ' 3 

^51 charged byTaxes^ Monopolies, Ill-judged 
Laws, with part of their Cohfequences on 49 A is 
above 104. per Cent, and is To far an Artificial Va« 
lue added to our Goods, at a low Computation. 

Beiides the Prejudice done to Trade by tha 
Artificial Value we give our Goods, it likewife 
weakens and diftrefles the Government, which is 
forced to raife above double the Sums neceflary on 
the People for every Piece of Service, whereby 
Murmurs and Difcontents arife, the People grow 
fooner impoverifhed and unable to raife the Sup- 
plies ; for above half the Value of every thing we 
want being fiditious, tvi are forced to raije the 
fame Money to maintain 1 1 2,500 Men^ . as the 
French do to maintain 300,000, as appears by the 
Briiijh Merchant^ Vol, i. Page 7. and if the 
fame difference of Expence hdds in the Fleets, 
that fingle Confideration {hould, I think, open 
our Eyes to make our Security greater, by throw- 
ing out all fictitious Value from our Labour and 
Goods, to be able to cope with thefe our only dan* 
gerous Enemies on more equal Terms. 



IV. Our 
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IV. Our large National Debt. . 

This is fraught with many Inconveniencies. 

Firft^ It has ruined our Trade, by ferving for 
a Pretence to continue thofe Taxes on Commo- 
dities, the deftrudlive Confequences of which to 
Trade I have before proved. 

Secondly^ It deftroys private Credit : The Annals 
rfEurote for the Year 1739, ?• 444* j^^^y remark, 
iT)at thefe Funds firjl drew out of private Hands 
moft of that Money which Jhould^ and otherwife 
would have been lent to our merchants and Tradef- 
men I this made it. difficult for fuch to borrow 
any Money upon Perfonat Security ^ and this Diffl-^ 
cultyfoon made it unfafe to lend Money upon fich 
Security^ which rfcourfe deflroyei all private Credit^ 
and greatly injur d our ^rade in general. 

Thirdly^ It encourages Idlenefs; for feveral 
People making from 3 to 4 per Cent, of their Mo- 
ney fleeping, are mere Drones in the Hive, im-^ 
proving no Land, nor extending any Trade. 

Fourthfyy It encourages Luxury; Idleneis is tlie 
Mother of Vice, and a mere Stockholder being 
the idleft Perfon upon Earth, has nothing to ftudy 
but how to kill Time by Vanities and Lruxuries,' 
in which (his Nation has of late Days made a great 
Proficiency. 

Fifthly^ It waftes the Body-politick ; for a great 
Part of our National Debt (computed by fome at 
20 Millions) belonging to Foreigners not refiding 
here,, but whofe Intereft is remitted abroad, they 
are in the fame State, with refpedl to the Nation 
as Landholders Abfentees, thofe Cankers to the 
Riches of a Country, fuppofing the Intereft re-' 
mitted abroad to Foreigners to be only 750,000/, 
per Annum* 

If 
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If our Trade prove but a litde beneficial, (• 
brge a Sum goii^ out yearly will certainly keep 
us poor. 

If oar Xcade bringpLi^ in ncitW Frofi^ or Lofs, 
^f3|fi the curi^t Calb of th^ KCa^on ia i^ A^iUfc^ns, 
titi^^IiUPfcft pai4 Fon^nera i^ i,6.Y^ai;a wi4 fug 
;^3iy with it iiU 

But if the general B^l^UHP^ of <m Ti^ 9Wm 
to. bt ^gainft w,: tl?e fpJ|i4ipg abrQ*4 >iwl7 
^onco; to^B^y tim Bab^cevjoiood tp tji^^hoi^ 

ftrw#iiw ilflOn w* like ^ WWrljwind* $0^61^ 4 
Siftq^tion ha^ ^ur-. X^^i^ brxuig^t us^ toi^ 
, SbxiDg t^4# i»^d9 QUf i^lv^ ^buta]fv9& t^ Fqt 
i;^fic$r8» PoMertv. imft W QM» Pp^iw^ fci: a 
foweiew >**Q^ w ^fty V^sjcs gaft h^ XQC^q4 
f9W»i i|% fiw hi% I]Uj{idw4$ ip- 0M£ Fwd? iQQoi 
yearly, coms^^fy^ th^ Uiir^ q(* IVIpi?^. g>t 4 jft«: 

<>«. oi^y, l?» <kw*4 y«^ <rf 1.56^1 1 5 k laying 

mc^ftmn^ iSi nwcb» <«rfirn^ai;ed i ftr l^t^lpitci^ft 
of M/smty stfv tbc^ ib^^^ qf thjs T «rjp» ^ 
Yw^ yfm iau(^ g»(jiytfr tJu^ 41^ CeM^^. hi^ not 
keii%9 ^Wft K? feura tb^^.caa^J; Tif^ei of t^e ^ 
4ki&i0B^ 9i IuUur<^ft, i;b^ 1^94^ ixMl <^t^ of 
^i(co(\t«n^ to&lf with % nv^f^thoijtg^ ih^un^fy) 
Account. 

That thefe Taxes, Monopolies, lUjudpj^ 1^9^^ 
404 Na/tifpn^l Diljite ♦r^* th© tyq^ QImI^ of the 
Pedioci G^ ow Fomgn Tracks wiU 9pg^9^ by ^ 
«K)iiftfaHag them to be tl« Cav^ cj^ ^hf Soaqgp 
fliAg erf owr W<?qI u^ Ftimc^. 

It ]:»$ beoa iKoM wder this ^ft He$i(i tb^ 
^^e Ta;^«^ bUc. q^xft desvp IaW>iv» U wly nos» 

The 



Tte'hA BM«r% fo Wad «it tte Biqwii and 

that muft be thofe who^wortttbrclmfieft* Thi 
Value QjE ^ lAb»w mithft Silftofi Cbtkcoifng 
1IOO&. i|iMiieiie4 int V$m ^9 mutdmtt te: the 

Qi^ffvaiim^ <« A^r/^ /Tdi^ p^ au tbct Author 
aOirts Frmn^ Lakmr t9^ii* f J^m than Sn^^^ 
that is 50/. therefore 7^ ] tnglij h mm «mi ^id to 
dye but 25/. for the lame Wool for which a 
Trenchman can afibrd to give 50/. juft double the 
Englijb Price; which Difproportion of Price, 
caufcd by thefe Taxes, i^c. while they continue, 
will carry away ©ur Wool to Fr^nce^ in fpite of 
all the Penal Laws we can make, hanging, that 
is loling our People to fave our Wool. 

And this Wool fmu^led to the Frmcb is by 
them manufactured and^fent to foreign Markets, 
to rival and. fink our gwn Manufa£tures ; ib that 
by the aboTcf €lQfa.ii!^ tilisil^ fibtni with the 
Weapons whemrMi Ae^ ^mmn eitaTlroats. 



*mimmiimiimMtftmtf<ttHfmmm9mim4m*mFm^ 



To conclude tfA ffrfl 

The Foreign Trade of #999^ Country muft di* 
iline^ that 

Lays unequal Taxes and oppreiCve Excifes on 
its People. 

Cramps its Trade, the Fountain of Riches^ by 
high Cuftoms and Prohibitions. 

Suffers many Monopolies. 

Oppreflcs its People by prohibiting the Impor* 
tation of Victuals, under the Pretence of raifing 
the Value of its Lands. 

Gives Bounties to feed Foreigners cheaper than 
its own People. 

Encourages Idlenefs by bad Laws relating to 
itt Fk>^ 

TempU 
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Tempts Foreigners to catry away its Com for 
leis than its intrinfic Value. 

Maka the obtaining Juflice chai^ble. 

Sutlers a heavy national Debt, contraded ia 
time of War, tO'Continue unpaid in time of Peace. 

TheTe are the Caufcs of the Decline of our 
Foreign Trade, which having made appear, they 
naturally kad us to treat of 




, P A R T II. 

THE Reafoni why the Decline of Foreign 
Trade Jinks the Value of Land, 

Firft, By finking the Markets at home. 
Soit the rroduce of Land being rendered ex- 
ceffively dear, by the Caufes before mentioned. 
Foreigners will not take its Superfluities 3 and La- 
bour being by the fame Caufes rendered excefEvely 
dear too, we cannot manufa£lure or improve that 
Produce, Nations that can afford cheaper fupply- 
ing the Markets abroad ; fo that the Produce of 
the Lands not being carried off as ufual, muft 
become a dead Stock on the Farmers Hands, and 
caufe great Quantities to be crowded into the 
Markets, where being Encourapement but for few 
Buyers, the Price naturally falls: As for inftance, 
the declining Demand for our Woollen 'Goods 
abroad, falls the Price of Wool at home. 

Suppofe that in 1699 we exported "I • 
to Turkef 40,000 Cloths, the Value V r q 
of Raw Wool in each being zl.^L^^^^^ 
amounts to J 

Suppofe that in 173S we exported 1 
to Turkey 8,000 Cloths, the Value off 
Raw Wool in each being iL i9s.> '*»^^^ 
amounts to 1 



TheJifTerenceoftheValueofWool? /,« 
exported in thofc two Years, \ *» ^^'^^ 

Wools of this Value lying yf arly on hand, mufl: 
make a Glut \ the Farmers puih to fell at Market, 

bui 



yo \M^^y m'th'OmJis of the 

•hut in vain, unlefs at imAer Prices 5 for th^ Wobf-, 
ilaplers, ifinding the Demand decrc^e, decreafe in 
Number themfelves; fome break, fome leave off 
Trade, fome take *to ot&tr T^des i for many 
Sellers with great Stocks on hand^ and few Buyers, 
mtm^adly fall the Mftrkels, suad the 'Lokidioixk 
preifing the. Teniants for &ent, aad tlireatning to 
, feize if Payments are not nExade,.the Wool nuft . 
be fold ^t any rate to raife Money ; and tbere 
Mng yeaf ly tSSjOoo 7. lefs 'Money brought into 
the Nation to be laid out in Wool than in former 
times, thfe Price muft be ftill lower on thkt ac- 
tount ; the lower the Produce fells, the lefs Rem 
the Fafftier can give for Land ; the woife thb 
Tttarkets, the greater Arrears 6f Rent the Farmer 
tuns into; and Taxes, lVl6nopolie$, t^c. making 
iLiabDUr and Neceflaries grow dearer, and tte 
ttecay of l?oreign Trade making the Wool fell 
(Cheaper, mud break him in the end, and then 
tlieFarm is thrown on the Xahdlord^s Hand^, 
"Who, unwilling to fall the Kent, keeps it in the 
%Ianagement of Stewards or Baiufis, whofe Profit 
and Charges fetdom make it pay the old Rent, bat 
generally ekids in mortgagii^ the Land, er fdling 
9t; aUdas'thefe Cafes grow more frequent, more 
Eftates wUl be at Market, arid confequently the 
lefs Prices they will fetch. 

Secondly, jBj increafing the Number of Poor ts 
fhtrAm the Land. 

The Poor, wanting Employment, muft be 

fijpported by the Land j if Foreigners give them. 

w ork, they ^vc them Bread 5 but when Tiade 

v«mAot maintain them. Land muft. When the 

Poors Rates are heavier than the Tenant can 

-bear,>tl]e Landlord muft. pay them, dther by 

Allowance in the^Rent, or by tokins <he Farm 

' into his own Hands ^ or elfe by the breaking of 

his 



Ms l%iidh^'Whb fatts ^ tlMt M>rt^1to>ll» 
Pb6r$ Rutes hfis LAntt^ Abtild have tixittiiA. 

Ttr^^ ih i^99**c LAbeur Of^ 
fiib^te 40,000 'Ck)ths tohftV^l 40^1060 ^I^fe 
^h Ein{iloymciTt tto I 

Su^^e Jn 1 73 8 the MBoiir of s 
ft$e «bcyv^ ^,eoo (SbAs to Mfe'V 8^660 Pe^pfc 
givea Employment to -o 



>r ran 



^ifp^c thefc 5'2-iotel> 'PeiDple t( 
Mvc ^it*d by A«r Labdttr fer-4 > , 
metly ftoih f^r^flgfkihj 6*/. ^^T st i9«>ooo 
Mftkttin tlhffCi^ it'.xRionits ro 

But, wanting Employment, they 
eewftre on tfte "RitfiBi at- r j. ^rf. p^^ ^ 

Week <«icS t«rf<bh lor A^Ae ^VW\ iz4^8oo 
aHfibtiirfts to 

TfteB!ffertnlfetbtlte^L«wffl«rt<J^^^^ y ..>:#^^ 
inemcYcaris ^Jtt ^i^v^^o 

, For as the Land, by the Decay of F<^£n 
'f rate, recdves ftot tfieirtlSiitai, ahd 4s '%y the 
famef Cattfe farfffled Hvkh the latter, -it )Mk6s iih 
annual DJfferefiee of tSe-alHoVe h¥o Stfms toUte 
LiritiMbMers in this iSngfeBfanth^f Labour ; «d 
is the ^&me ' in >pr0tiOftiOh '^r a^ ^ft^r ^deeayed 
Bi^fiches of TVide. 
' Thirfly, 5^ iecf^ajing thiStoei-of^^k. 

For is Emjpl^^ctit leadens, tMe moft In-' 
*iftri6u8, rather Ahftn ^afte ' here, trill fly fo 
other Qkrntries Hi^h^re Tt^e can ntafnt&fin TheAi ; 
fo the Cbnftlm^ficfti of Th^ bMng tstken awi^y, 
A'e Bdmand "at Market ififaftgr^^ldfs, -and ^ 
doutfei^ents muft fidl ; yet the Farmers Charges 

muft 
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jnuft grow greater ; for the iewer Hands, the 
higher Wages are ; this muft break him in the 
end) and produce all the Confequences ibllowing. 
that Misfortune, mentioned in the iirft Remark: 
Beddes, 'tis Men that trade, and bring in Money, 
therefore the fewer they are, the lefs Money will 
be brought in j and the lefs Money, the lefs Rent 
' can be given for Land. 

Fourthly, By decreafmg our Riches. 

This IS a Q>nfequence of the above three Re- 
marks I ioT having fewer Goods capable of being 
exported by reafon of their dear Price, and our 
Manufa£tures declining muft in time be loft, there*- 
fore the Importation of foreign Goods muft na- 
turally incrcafe, aiid more Money go out to pay; 
for them. 

I have laid it down as an undoubted Truth in 
Page I , That Nations which have no Mines of 
Gold and Silver^ have no Means to get them but 
by Foreign Trade^ and according to the Degree of 
thefe Metals they pojfefsy the Prices of their Com-' 
modifies^ and therewith the Value of their Lands ^ 
rife and fall in proportion j which I (hall now 
prove. 

The Britannia Languens Page 12, fays. If 
there were but 500 1. in England, an Ox could 
hardly be worth a Penny ; therefore the Rent muft: 
bear its Proportion to the Riches. This appears 
by Maitland's Hiflory of London ; for he fays, 
that in the Year 961 Land- fold at 1 s. per Acn^ 
The Reafon that Land then bore fo low a Pricej 
was, the low Price the Produce fold at \ for he 
fays that in the Year 1 000, an Ox fold for z s. 6d. 
a Cow for zs, a Sheep for .1 s. and a Swine for 
8d. This could be only owing to the little 
Foreign Trade the Nation then tad, and confe- 

quently 
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quently to the little Quantity of Gold and Silver 
Trade had then brought in. 

But if it fhould be asked. What is the Reafon 
that at prefent all things are naturally ib much 
advanced in Price, to what thev were in thofe . 
Days ? The Anfwer is. That tne Qu^uitities of 
Gold and Silver brought to Europe fince the 
Progrefs made by the Spaniards 2LndPortuguifeia 
America^ have made thofe Metals more common 
and of k(8 Value than formerly, lb that 20 x. 
will hardly purchafe what i s. would before the 
Difcovery of the WiJi'Indies. 

The Spaniards and Portuguift don't throw aviray 
their Gold and Silver for us to pick up; we have 
no Mines of thefe Metals, therefore could not 
g^ fuch Quantities as we have but by our Trade 
to Spain and Portugal^ or to thofe 0)untries that 
had an Over«balance upon them, and were over- 
balahoed by us. 

So that the prefent natural Price of Land, and 
its Produce, is the Proportk)n of Gold and Silver 
that foreign Trade hath brought into and left in 
the Nation : If the prefent Quantity was to be 
doubled by Foreign Trade, the natural Price of 
Land, ana its Produce, muft be fo too ; for ac- 
cording to the Price the Farmer can fell hisCeni'" 
modity at Market, he can pay for the Rent of 
Land, and no otherwife. If our Foreign Trade 
decays until th& prefent Money in the Nation be 
half fwept away,, the Produce ef Land muft fell 
for half the natural Price it does now, and Land 
muft let at half the Rent it naturally bears now s 
but if we ihould go on declining, until, we haw 
no more Money kft in the Nation than there win 
in 961 or iQoo, the Pric^ of Land, and its I^ 
duce, can be no more than they bol^ (p. thofe 
Days, Taxe$» i^c* deduaed* 

£ Therefote 
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T^h^ffeftjrfc if tte ^taft«dd^Qfen«<5m*en hiVfc 1 
mind to raife or fink the Valt« of their ^liaft'ds^ 
tKe ^hCbiJragjng 6r dffcouf^ng otir FdrdgnTfiidc 
is thfe onlylWeariis fo'clo^tlthfer, To dofely unIf<J& 
ztt L'anciand Ti^tte ; ^hfcir trtfc InteWfts are-thfe 
iiihe ; th^ muft ffiand ortall togtfihar. 

The'Sufn of ail 'is this : That 

What Foreigners, fefe -from 
• others iiiflfcad of tjs, 
' Whit -the' Podr haffe 'givfei 
them inftcad of 'buying. 

The Scarcity pf^Pco^c, 

The Scarcity of Money, 

Taxes, -Monopolies, llhjudged Laws, ahdNa* 
tiorial Dfehts, are the Gaufes of'the'Dedirie of oUr 
Foreign Trade ; ttie Decliife of Foreign Tra* 
«rufes'the ab6vfe foiir Gilamitfesf; and thiry'fink 
the Value of Lands. The Tarxfes, Klbh6h61}es, Itt- 
judged Laws., and National Debts, -isTte the C^tr^ 
3f all, theteforc they ^fc the Caiifes of tHc ^- 
ailnc of the Viftluef of Lah*. 
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PART ni. 

O^ the Mians to rejlore the Foreign Trade .'of 
Britain, und tcnfequentfy .tie Vaiue of its 

Loads. 

■» 

It is a manifeft 'Inftanoe of the groat Natttrftl 
Advant^^ in Trade this Nation enjoys, that k 
hath not heen ruined. long ago by the Confe- 
«piences of our own lU-lManagefQent ; as I fliall 
nave frequently ocoalionto mention the former, 
it wU be proper here to fiiew vrhat they are ; and» 
as the i>«^^i^ znAFrentb are our ereat Rivals in 
Trade, tocompareoitrNatural A^aatages with 
theirs. 

Firjij Out Situation ts the fecurcft o( any %m 
Bmrtfe^tiot liable to the Incurfionsof our Nc^h- 
hours, as the DuteS and 'French are; «we have 
more goed Harbours tbsm 'any -Narion on >the 
Continent, open-all' the Year ;''wherea8 thtiFrencb 
Ports for Ships of any Burden are iew, 4ind thofe 
iir afixnder ; and the l>ii^ Ports few, daiigerous, 
and frose up in the Winter. Our Coimtry is 
healthy and pleafant ; whcitas 'HoUattd is coM^ 
matihy, and unwhelfem. 

^ecdfidfyy Our-Goirerniffiefit *is tlie'iiioflrmOd 
and excellent <6f 4iny in Bttrdpe; whereas the. 
Government in France is arbitrary, and kiHoi' 
iand very fevere, 

ThirJfyj ' Our Plenty df -Provifiens exceeds all 
lEurope ; no Nation having that Plenty erf". Com, 
FMh:Meat, and Fi(h, that we abound in;^ fi>r 
Holland in d^cient in^the two firfl, and buys of 
us i sixid France cannot well viflual 5hiM without 

£ a Jri/k 
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Irifl) Beef ^ and its H^rvefls being more precarious 
tiiaH ours, the i^r/fff/& are forced to make fre- 
quent Purchafcs of Corn from us. We arc fur- 
rounded by the greateft Fifliery in tbp World, 
which the trench and Dutch are both Deficient in, 
and feek at great Hazard and Expence on our 
Coafts. 

Fourthly^ Our Iflands abound jn excellent 
Wool, Coals, Lead, Tin, Leather, Butter, and 
Tallow ; all which both French and Dutch arc 
deficient in, and forced to buy of us. 

We have Oak for Ship-building, which both 
Dutch and French w;ant. In our Plantations we 
build vaft Numbers of Ships* which the French 
are deficient iii, and forced to buy of us. 

As the Dutch are forced to purchafe every 
thing, they are out of the Quefiion ; but the 
French have vaft Quantities of Wines and Brandies ; 
they have Silk, Oil, Hemp, and Flax ; in thefe, 
at pre&nt, we are deficient ; but we have Lands 
in our Colonies fbra Trifle, fit to raife them all 
cheaper than the French can do ; befides otheic 
Commodities which they want, fuch as RicCy 
Tobacco, Pitch, Tar, andMafts. 

Fifthly^ Our Sailors are the moft expert, and 
our ofaips the beft-built of any $ fo that we could 
have ttk Preference in the carrying Trade ; no 
Merchant but would fliip his GSoods on zn.EngUJb. 
Veflel at equal Freight preferable to ont of any 
other Country ; and the former can be hSux^ at 
the.cheapeft rremium. 

To all this may be added, that pur People anr 
brave, laborious, and ftrong ; exfrcfw neat Work- 
men, improving to the utmoft thje Inventions of 
others: And our Merchants the gioft generous 
and honourable in Tradei wUh Wbom all Nf^om 
are fond tp deiU 

Witli 
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With all thefe fuperior Natux^l Advantages, 
we cannot be hurt but by ourfelves; 'tis our 
own covetous Folly only that can undo us. Had 
our Trade been fu&r'd to take its natural 
Channel, Foreigners could not have diverted its 
Courfe, nor ever can, unlcis thefe Natural Ad- 
vantages are annihilated ; and they may as well 
attempt to fink our lihnds in the Ocean, as 
while they ^ remsun to deprive us of the Bg« 
nefits refulting from their Situation and Prpducr, 
if we take omy a Refolution to open our Eyes ; 
fo that tho' our Wounds are deep, and have 
brought us fomewhat low, yet are they not in- 
curable ^ if they are negleded, the general De- 
cay muft be compleatea in our Ruin, but with 
proper Care we may rife to a more fiouriChing 
Condition than we ever yet knew. And tho* 
all thd Means neceflary thereto cannot be fup* 

Bfed to fall within tne Compafs of any one 
[an*8 Capacity, yet is it the Duty of every 
Man, in time of need, to contribute fomething, 
though in part only, and by way of E&j. At 
Kichy the following Proposals are offered. 
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^8 An E^af M^th Gaufes, rfthe 

B R O P O S A L S; 

I. To lay one Tair on tbt Gonfamers <f Luxtt* 
tiesy ttf tak'i ojf'all'mrothtrTaHti^ Bxeifis^ ami 
Citfi'oms) ana whefT that ir doHt'y t& makt* «# our 
Ports J^et. 

II; ToaboHfik our MomfhUor c^m/f Irebndy amk 
pki'alP okr Fdhw SiAJ4£fi on theifame^ Fbottng. im 

III. 7i fvHbdpaw fbe BbuntUs on oxp^rt^ 
0d Corny and^ 0re^ pyMtk^ Ma^^xainu in. nfiff 
Cmmtfu 

IV. To^ di09Hrago^ TdHnep^ i^ well-r^gutating 
Pow^. 



. V/^o fiaji of our Dibti6jrp}Mcll^Smlsj Soar^ 
jStlng fart of our Debts year!}. 

Fir/I ?KO P O S AL. 

To lay One Tax on the Confumers of Luxuries, 
to take off all our other Taxes^ Excifes^ and Cuf 
toms \ and when that.is (hfie^ to make all our Ports 
free. 

The Plan of a Tax on the Confumers of Luxuries. 

It is hereby propofed. That all Perfons ufing, 
wearing, or drinking^ the following Articles of 
Luxurjr as particularly fpecified, be obliged to take 
out a Licence yearly, paying each one oubfidy for 
C»eh Artiele'of Three HaiQ)#nce in the Pouncl only, 

on 



9fi th^ computed Iiia)in«' th^yi i}iQuld hs^, Uh f^p- 
port the Station of Life tl)fty v<^(4(itai:ilyt pbpethQiar 
Uiiv^ in^ hyL tte AjrticJe.Qf h^^j^y they ufe^ wc#r, 
qrd/ink. a$.by: the£;^^Aigle.Mnd«rjieatb, 

AJlPerrons Computed Incon^ft /.. f« 4^ 

their Vf^ v'' '^^ 

2. Ufiag Diihee^ or Matet of Silver at v 
t^irjTabl^ coynmppIjF.caUcASerr > 
▼ices of Plate, J 

4. Keepio^a Coach imd ^x for their > 
^ Ufe, S 
4* Keeping a Coach and Four for > 

tMrUfe, S 

5. IQeepiflg a C(ach vid a WfifWi 
- th^ir Uic, J , 

Sfote^ CAor/otfy Rtur-wbeel Gbatfei/ SfOt 

art ipfluM M f^Ttnn Co^Ik 
% Wearily Jewels for th^r Pk^,1 

befides Npcklaces^SolitAirei^Rji^,, ^ 
• orEar-riaga» - ^ ^ 

• Keeping a.Sedai»-Chaif.for'eheir V/c^ 
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S« Wetriqg Gpld aod^Silirei, Mwpn^j 
tj^^r Co^ti, ap4 Wowtn (^t^ > 
' Qownsy * 3 

^ Ufing Silver Plate for their Side- 1 
. hoard&QrTahlQi,qot taa'uitfiamcet, $ 
lUh U6o|^ China. 9ervi^ ^ I^>^^2; 
^ and Plates at their Tables^ 3 

XX, Wearing Necklaces or SioUtairea ^ 
of Jewels for their Drefs^ befides > 
^^il4^ or ]l$a9^-riDg^, 3: 

32» Imping a. Chijr or Ch^iV ifi^ ^ 
^ oneHorfe&rth^rUfe, f 

13. Drinking Wine in their Honft, ^f 
U>dgiog, Qr ServicCy^ i'. 

t4* Wesf jn| Qold 01; SUv^ fortl^firr^ 
Drefs, except on Qoato, Gfifmh, t 
HatSy or Shoes, > 

^.Wearing Jewels ia Rings or Ba^-ri»g«y 
i^ Ufing 49 Silver. I^iftebutiSlpOQnfe 
17. Drinking Brandy Ruai» orai^-'i 
Spirits, in Houfe, Lodging, or > 
Service, . 3 

x8. Drinking Tea, Coflfee, or Choco- 1 
lite, ia Hoofe^ Lodging, or Scnrioe, f 
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8o An Eflay on the Caufis of the 

All Articles of the (ame Degree, or under the 
Article paid for, are included in it. 

Husbands to pay for their Wives the \ of the 
Article they pay fbr themfelveSi to entitle them to' 
«fe the Tame. 

• Fathers or Mothers (if no Father) to pay for 
each Child under Age the *}- of the Article thej 
pay for themfelves, to intitle them to ufe the 
lame. 

Bachelors to be doubIe-taxed» if of 21 Years of 

A^ 

NoPerfons keeping Publick-Houfes to haveMu- 
fick^ Nine-pins, Shuffle*boards, Cock-pits, Card, 
Dice, Drau^t>plaving» or any Gaming in their 
Houfes, Out-houies, Sheds, Vards, Gardens or 
Grounds, for Money or Liquors, except they pay^ 
in the j^me manner as the rerfons uiing Article 9. 
Thefe People being ihe great Encoumgers of Idle-^ 
ndfs. Luxury, and Gaming, *«he great CornqK 
tors of the common People, Servants, Labourers 
and Manufadurers, out of iR^hofe Induftry the]^ 
idly live, to the Ruin of many poor Families^ 
4nd are a great Cauie of the raft Increafe of the 
Poor$ Tax. 

It is not pretended that every Artide of Luxur; 
Beceflary to be taxed b here hit on, with the fe* 
Teral Rates proper to be laid on each; fuch things 
%xt too prcfumptuous fbr any private ^an, and 
befit only the Wifdom of the LegMlature : All that 
is here attempted » only to ove a Specimen of one 
Tax on the Confuijners of Luxury only, the Me* 
thod of nuflpe it, with fome Remarks on the Be- 
iitfits arifin|^Ui6itb/to the Nation. 
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Thi Method of rtnfwg tbss Tax. 

The Receiver-General of every County to keep 
an open Office to receive this Tax, durine the 
Months of January znd Feh-uaryj April znA may^ 
yufy and Jiugufty OSlohtr and Novanber^ in the 
moft convenient Town in each County ; and to 
caufe Attendance to be given on fuch Days in th« 
Week as the Commiffioners ihall judge necef« 
fary. 

AH PeHbns to bring or fend their Money to tht 
Receiver-General's Office in their County, with 
a &ir written Note, containing the Name of the 
County, Town, and PariCb, their Titles or . 
Names, Places of Abode, Wives, and Numbw 
of Children' under Age; with the Number, 
Title, and Amount of the Article they pay for 
Subfidies. 

Every Receiver-General to deliver to the Per- 
fans, paying their Subfidies, a Licence for that Year, 
in which the above Defcriptions ihall be fpe* 
cified. 

All Perfons paying their Subftdies in the Months 
0f January and rebruaryy to have 3 ptr Cent, on 
their Licences allowed 'them; in the Months of 
April and May^ 2 per Cent, in the Months of 
July and Auguftj i per Cent, and no Allowance 
afterwards; whereby it will be the People's Inte«- 
reft to raife the Subndies. with the greeted £xpp> 
dition,. 

All Perfons before the end of the Year muft re- 
ader their Licences with the Church*wardens of 
the Pariih they live in ; Perlbns living in Extras 

Erochia) Places, to rafter their Licences in the 
kriik neareft tp their Dwelling^. 

* £ 5 FerfoBs 
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Perfons having Houfes of Refidence in feveral 
Parifhes to rcgi&r theic Licences, tn each Parifh, 
Lodgers, and Servants, to regifter their Licences 
mrky in one Pkriih. 

One cv bocft Ckuvch-wardcns to attend at the 
Vcftry every IFedmfit^ sut Ten in the Morning, 
Co re^ftev the Licences of thd Year, during fuch 
A Number c^ Hours as the Veftry &aU jiu^ ne- 
csfiary^ whereby ncedkfs AttencbiKC from their 
priTatte Af&irs wifi be avoided. 

Church-wardens not regiAering Licences as be- 
fore dire£ted^ and tendered before Witnefles,^ to 
pay themielves the Penalty iiicuiiied b^ their Neg^ 

ChuFch^wardens to keep a feparate Account of 
all' thofe Licences which have not the Name of 
their Parifh, and are brought to be regiilered on 
account of Parifii* Rates, by Perfons having more 
than one Houie of Refidence. 

Church-wardens to depofite in the Veftry, on 
the firft Day of January^ the hift Year's Regifter 
fS Licences in their Parifli, fot the Inijpedion of 
the Parifhioners, and to form a Judgment of the 
Iticome of the Pariih. 

After the firft R^ifter, as above^ is delivered in> 
the Veftry of every Pariflix within fourteen Days to 
compute their Rates for the current Year, and how 
much in the POufid on the Licences computed to 
be regiftered in the current Year will fully defray 
them, and order the fame to be paid to the Churct^- 
wardens in the Veftry every Wednejday by publick 
Notice. 

No Perfen to be liable to pay any Parifh Rates 
frivaXever^ by any other Rate. 

Church^wardens after the firftYear not to regifter 
any Perfon's Licenee^ until, tbey have received 

their 



tl»ii Pariihi R^c^ on. the P^nalt;^ ^f P*y J^8^ ^*^^" 
felve3 the Fines of the Delinquents, 

Pcrfons not Regiftering their -Licences as afore- 
feid^ before the end of the Year, for the higbeft 
^rticl^ oS Li«:ury they tbemfelves ufc» tbeiu Wivqs, 
or Children under Age, to. forfeit W Cosxvl^ion 
tlwee times tbje Sjwn^ not pai4 for Subfidies and 
PariflaRatea* to l)e divided as follows j ^ to their 
f a|i& to ealK their S^t^, and ^ to. the Receiveci- 

General. 

The Receiver- General to pjty no Money but 
into the Exchequer, on the Penalty of 500 A to the 
Informer. 

The Recefver-Genew^, or his Cteputy, not'^to 
fue the County for a Robbery, unlelb the Perfons 
earrying the Money be three in Company. 

The Receiver-General to fend up his Acepunts 
to the Exchequer, of every two Months Receipts 
as foon as poflible, dedu^ng from the 'Sum re* 
ceived, 100/. for his Sal!ary fpi one Year, and -J- 
^^rC^«/., for his Charges, 

The Cbmraiffio(icrs of the Land-Tgx to he the 
Commiffioners of this, for each County. 
• No Perfon after the firft Year, who does not 
jpay for Article Ninci, capable to be a Comnxif- 
fipner. 

Veftries niay order aoy in the Pariftes th^ 
fiifpeSt of not having r^iftrcd> or folly paid their 
iatt Year*s Subfidies, to be apprehended by their 
Conftable 0/ Bcadlf, ^.nd carried before prie of the 
<%Commii&Qner» of the Cp^ty to be examined, 
and fuch Perfons not producing their laft Year^ii 
Licence, and Churcb-wardenT Repeipt or Re- 
ceipts, and not proving that the (aid Licence was 
for tiie higheft Article they ufed, or eMetbat tfeey 
had net ^y Aitick to pay, pQt having ufed ^ny 1 
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the fatd Perfons not clearing themfelves to the Sa« 
' tisfa£tion of the Commiflioner, . to be by him com- 
mitted to the Hbufe of Corredion, to appear at 
the next G)mmiffioners Sittings, unlefs they de- 
pofite the Penalty in the Commiffioners Hanasy or 
give Security to appear at the faid Sittings. 

Perfons giving Security, or depofitine the Pb- ' 
nalty, to regifter their hiames, and the Names of 
their Sureties, or the Sums depofited, at the Re> 
ceivcr- Generals Office for the County before the" 
firft Day of the Commiffioners Sittings; otberwife 
to be proceeded againft as guilty. 

Keepers of Houfes of CorrefUon to deliver mto 
the Receiver-General's Office before the firft Day 
c»f the Commiffioners Sittings, a Lift of the Per- 
fons Names in their Cuftody, committed by the 
Commiffioners* 

. The Receiver- General, or his Deputy, to make 
a Regifter of all Perfons Names committed, de» 
pofiting, or giving Security to be laid before the 
Commiffioners at their Sittings ;r to attend there as 
their Clerk, and record the Proceedings. 

Commiffioners to fit to hear Caufos in the 
Town the Receiver-General keej^ his Office in* 
during the Months of Marchy june^ &epUmbtr^ 
and Dicembir, 

Every Commiffioner to take an Oath in open 
Court the firft Day he fits, that he will vote ac- 
cording to Juftice^ without Favour or Partiality; 
otherwife to have no Vota 

Cbmmiffioners evcrv Day they meet to choofo 
their Prefideht, who (ball colled the Votes, and 
order the Receiver- General^ or his Deputy > toier 
cord the Proceedings. 

Three or more UommiiSoners to make a Codrt, 
and determine Caufes.by majority of Votes, if tb^ 
Votes are equal, the Defendant to be dKmift. 

la 
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In all Caufes determined by a lefs number than 
feven Commiffioners, there may be an Apped 
to Seven or more, whofe Determination to be 
final. 

No Cbmmiffioner to have any Vote in his own 
Caufe. 

Perfons convifted, not paying the Penalty, to 
be fent to the Houfe of Corre3ton, and kept to 
hard Labour during the Space of fix Months. 

Perfons depofiting, or eivinp Security, not ap* 
pearing, to oe proceeded agatnft as guBty, their 
Depofite to be fi^eited, and paid as direded, or 
Diftrefs-Warrants iflued out a^inft them and their 
Securities, to levy the Penalty^ 

Any two or more Commiffioners to determine^ 
Differences about Diftrefs. 

Perfons whofe Caufes are delayed by any Neg- 
led of the Recetver-Genera), or Keeper of a 
Houfe of Corre£lion, to petition the Commiffio- 
ners for Satis&dion to be made them by the faid 
Peribns for what Lofs they niay have fuflained 
thereby, which the Commiffioners may award at 
their Difcretion. 

The Receiver- General of every County within 
^three Months after the end of evei^^ Year to pub- 
lilh his Accounts, fhewing the Sums recaved the 
preceeding Year from each Parifli of his County; 
and how he hath accounted with the Exchequer 
for the fame« and to deliver when demanded at 
the Price of z s. and 6 d. one of the &id Ac- 
counts, to every Commiffioner and Church*war- 
den in the Cbuntv, on the Penaltv of 50/. for « 
each Refufal : And one to be tranfmitted to the 
King^Si Remembrancer's Office in the Exche* 
quer. 

The Receiver-General not accounting with the 
Exchequer for the whde Money he leoeives, to 

forfeit 



ferftil on Conriftion, to every Parilh wbofi: Sums 
be hath given ia (hort» thre& times the Sum re- 
chived in that Parifh and not accounted for, to 
eafe their Rates. Church- wardens to prefer their 
.0>mplaiAts againft the Receiver- General bcrfbre 
the CommifHoners in open Court. 

Churcb-wardeos todepoiite ia the Veflry one of 
stbe Receiver-General's Accounts for to examine 
the Regifter by. 

Before nuking any Remarks on the Benefits 
arifmg by this Fropofal, the general Prejudice 
againft the Poffibility of zzxty'mz into Execution, 
any Tax on the Confumers of Luxuries, arifing 
from the fuppofcd Evafion and Fraud, fuch a Tax 
U liable to, muft be fird removed : In order to 
cfFeft which, I hope to convince the Reader by 
the foUowing Co^iliderations, that this Tax by 
its very Nature and Method of raifir^, is fo far 
from being hable to the above Objedion, that it 
i&on the contrary capable of a nacre exa£t and equal 
CoUe^ion than any Tax we have at prefent* 

' Firft, By its Nature: 

For what every Perfon (houM pay mail be pub- 
iickly krK>wn, Friends, Neighbours, and Servants^ 
xmA fee whether we drink Wine, Tea, Brandy, 
i^c, in our Houfes, Lodgings, Services, or no-; 
and as to our Fineries, 'tis our Intent they ihould 
be manifeft, ifo that Concealments are almoft im* 
foflible. 

Secondly, 5y th Methd of raifing^ 
Which obliges all Parifli Rates tooe raJfed at 
the fame time and in the fame manner, for 'ti$ 
very obfcrvaUe that moft PeoplCi arc more prying 
into the Proportion they themfelves or their Neigh- 
bours pay for PariQi Rates, than into any Taxes 

laiied &r the Government ^ therefore, a$ by thi^ 

Method 
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Rfethod no Pcrfoiis can pay any i^riflt Rate* at 
»11> until they have pani their Sisbfidies to the 
Government, nor pay lefs than their disie to the 
Paf ifii' without making that Neighbours pay more 
than their Dues, and proving bcfides the Dtfpro* 
portion paid to the Govtmiaent,: which muil ap* 
pear by a Regifter open to the Infpeftion of att 
the Parifli, whereby every one can, and will keep 
a particular Eye upon, his Neighbours, to fee not 
only that they pay, but that they pay fair ; and 
the Veftry can and will keep a general watch on 
all, in order to eafe their Rates by the Fines of 
J^iinquents. 

Which allowing no private Reward t'^ In- 
formers, no Scandal can be incurred by any Per^ 
fons moving in the Veftry to detied the Fraudu- 
lent; whereas at prefent the Character of an In^ 
former being odious, the Taxes grievous, the Con- 
cern not general, ^id Informations requiring at- 
tendance and trouble, there is the grtateft Remiff' 
iiefe poffible in bringing to Ught the Frauds in the 
Revenue, no Perfon of Credit either out o£ Bufi- 
ncfe, or of a difierent Buiincfe, does now inforln 
againft any Trader for defrauding the Cuftems or 
Excife; People do not care tp give themfelves the 
trouble of meddling whore they think they haw 
no Cbocero. But by this Method of Taxing, 
the trouble of attending* the Veftry on Parifli ^- 
•feirs ferves for this, and every one is concd-ned in 
point of Intereft and Honour to dcte£): Frauds; 
Intereft with regard to himfelf, and Honour with 
regard to his NeWbbours, by taking care that the 
Innocent do not uiiFer for the Guilty. 

Which direfts the Reoeiver-Generars Accounts 
to be publiflicd, whereby every Veftry will have 
a Check to examine its Regi^er by, and deted 
Frauds J &r if any Fierfoadoe joost pay at all to 

the 



88 An Eflay on the Caufes tftbe 

the Government, his Name will be wantine botll 
in the Receiver-General's Account and hb rariih- 
Regifier; if he does not pay enough, the Defi* 
ciency will appear againft his Name in both ; if 
he pays to the Government biit not to his Parifliy 
fats Name will appear in the Receiver-Generari 
Account, but be wanting in his PariOi-Regifter $ 
if a forged Licence is regifter'd, the Perfon's 
Name will be wanting in the Receiver-General's 
Account ; if the Receiver-General conceals any 
of the Money the Pariih-R^tflei: deteds it, and 
he incurring a Penalty to that Pariih, it will not 
£ul to proceed againft him. The Receiver-Gene- 
raPs Ac(t>unt clicks the Regifiers, and they him, 
both in bis Receipts and Payment?. Perfons of 
Fortune who will pay the largeft Sums by having 
Houfes of Refidence in more Pariflies than one, 
wQl have an additional Check on them in eack 
Farifh where their Licences mufi be regiftered, t^ 
make them pay fair. 

Which giving f of the Fines of Delincpentt 
to the Receiver-General, makes it become hb Iit- 
Cereft as well as Duty, to make his Accounts as 
publick as poiSble to deted Frauds. 

Which hying the Onus proband! on the fu^ 
peAed Perfon, will make every one endeavour to 
appear fair, in order to avoid the Trouble and 
£xpence that Suf^icion will make him h'able to. 

wUich makes it not worth while for the lower 
Clafs of People to attempt Frauds, a Penalty of 
three times the Sums unpaid, is too great a Risk 
to avoid paying a Trifle, which likewiie fubgefh 
them to the Jeakxify of their Comrades, who witt 
look out (harp to prevent others from 0iifttns their 
Burdens to their Backs ; where Money b Icarce^ 
the greater care is taken in paying no more than 
is due : Befides, tbefi: People brt^g often quarrelling. 
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will revenge themfelves by deteding each other's 
Frauds; fo that a few being made Examples of 
at firft, wiH ihew the reft the improbability of 
tfcaping* 

I know of no Tax at preTent having fe many 
Qiecks nor fa many Perfons intereft^ to deted 
Frauds as this, confequently none (b capable of an 
exaS: and equal Colledion \ iot if thoTe who pay 
fair won't deted the Fraudulent, they muft pay 
the Deficiency themfelves, whereby they puniui 
themfelv^ibr Iheir own NegleS: Deted or pay 
la the 0ife. 

Rimarhon tbi Binefitt arrjh^iy tkii^Pr^o^f' 

1. The Governmtent by this Method of taxingi 
need never borrow any Money, nor have the 
iifual Qaufes of Credit every Year, whereby part 
of the Expence of advanced Money wiH be favedr 
for it being the Inteceft of all to pay as foon as 
they can, the greateft Part would be raifed the 
Itrft four or five Months, ^and by thus giving 
fpeedy Vigour add Wdght to our Kefoliitions. 

2. All Perfons tax themfelves voluntarily^ than, 
wluch nothing can be eafier or more eqiiol, and 
ai^eafy equal Way of raifmg Taxes will always 
produce the moft Money and the feweft Murmurs* 

3. Tkofe that would abate of their Taxes may 
abate of their Luxury, as thofe tlmt won*t pay 
for a Licence to keep a Coach and fix Horfes, 
may keep only four, or a pair, and pay for no 
more, or need not keep any, nor chrink Wine» 
Tea, Brandy, if^c. in Houfe, Lodging, or Service,- 
neither wear on their Garments Gold or Silver, 

. nor wear Jewels, nor ufe Phte, and fo not pay 
any thing, confequently no Individual can be 
oppre&^d, an Advantage that no People in Europt 
have at prefent* 

. 4» When 
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4. When 'ris proposed to oWige all Perfunsc t«^ 
take out %,Lic<sioeito drink Wincy Tea, Brandy,. 
Q6r. in SeryicQs,. as;wej]:3s Boufe^ and Lodgiii^s^ 
*tis done to mend our Servants Manners, by curings 
tfaeir Luxury^ or making tiiem p^y foo k* 

5. Few. that can a&rdi to line high, will re*- 
tnsnch; thofethatcannptaiFord it fliould be obliged. 
to it ; this will be a Sumptsaary-Laiv to keep, alb 
People in theii; proper Stations^ and prevents the 
min of feveral; it will reform^ as well as raife 
Money fiiffici^t.. 

6. When it is propofed that all Bacheloi^. ofi 
Twenty-one. Ybars of Ag^ &ould. be double-taxed, 
i^ is done a& wdL to^ propondon all Payments as 
equally as poifible to Peoples Sitoaitaons in Liiroo 
Clrcumftaaces,, a» alfo to escourage MarciagBft$ 
&)f tho- B^chekffis am dmdble^tasced,. yet ^y wilh 
Ifaen not pay equai to. the Mftsried-ima, who p»]it 
their Wi\!ea.Taxe^^ as well as^fihmriosRn, aad nmji 
Jb (bme^ Childtete^. coofequently compared^ witii 
Sachelors, areat^kaft^double^ta^Ded; for thefe^laft 
ma^, if tbey pleafe^ alw^s live equal to a Mar- 
littf&man with half the Expence^ and have not 
tiuHt' anxious neeeflary Gate of faving^ to^ providi* 
for the prefent ad weU as fut»ffe> welUbeing of tehei^ 
Families ; add to) which, this political Truth, tiiat 
in}»bitants being the Rtcbes of a Q^unta-y, aiKi 
l^rriage a preventbo^ «f Ddbaiicbe«y-» ail wife 
States havie mfide i^ their Care to. difcourage 
Ceiibacy: In pvtiodar the S»tfitx£M wil) not 
fiiffiar a. Bachelor to enjoy any BalUage, and the 
Ciperior Rank them b«ng almoft all Married, 
makes Dhelnfiatior he fix too* ; fo. great is ibe fbice 
of Example^ and: aooounis. Jht their CountipiT^ 
tto' .finally being fix very Popubua When^fi^ 
one of the Reafons why England is. not ip, is; the 
abandoned loofe Lives our fmgle People lead, 

whereby 
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wbeidby tfiey * get a' difrdlfit to the Mamed«i}atov' 
and areenerrftted by Ekbaatohery, wbich* uiilefr 
mnedied muft fender us a poor ddpicabk depopu* 
btedLNatian; 'tis thersforB the hi^eft Pdlicy to 
mabe 'Marriage &(hienabk by the Example of. the 
RiGir, (ince it teneb fo much to tl)e Fablidc Gbod^j 
and the Grandear of our Country. 

7*. But the greateft Benefit of all is^ that thit 
Propofal hath not thofe extending, pernicious^ 
Trade^deftroying Confequences of our prefent 
Taxes j for it will not raife the Value^of any one 
Commodity, but iiather by checking Luxury, 
the Bane of Virtue and Induftry, we tell beconra 
8i rich and fburiihing People. In vain would the 
bixurious Tradefmasi lay the Expcnices of his 
Goaehv hi» Wine j bb^ rllrt«, or bts Laoes^ ostt 
thr ffi4ces: oS his Gbod^ ; his frugri< Neighbour', 
tvifo knitilgcd; not himfelfi in thoft Vamitaesi woul^l 
fe mtiah underfell him,, that he couM have noi 
Trad%>; and, whfle «he fbrmer deelintd, Me^llitlei^ 
would be fiaifitig an £ftaie>abl» no affibrd hint all 
the Gatctaes^of Lift independent of bis* Bufinefe }; 
snd TradeTmen ftould wait for Vanities untif 
they have raifed Eftates to fugport them. 

8. The firft Year of- two^ perhatpss wilf not 
densonftrate the exaiS Piiod^e thi» Tax. may 
nve, on accowK of tHe Receivers net -bting Aif« 
Ici^ttty verfed in dteir Bufmefe -y the E«a4ton» 
^t wicked n^oplemay mak& to deft^aud, whiek 
firMom can be inlrirely guarded agaihft unttl^ the^ 
appear; or the Confideration tha« the firii YearV 
Tax being the only ene-that wiH be ftlt, w»)rb» 
the ihorteft ; for one Subfidy being laid on* the 
fiitft Year« nothing can be^ taken off' mttf- that 
Produce appears, which will not be uiitit^ rf»& 
fccond Year ; but then 6 d. in the Pound may be 
taken off Land, and as many of the othei: Taxoa 

on 
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•n Commodities as that Subfidy hath provided 
for; fo that until all our other Taxes are fupplkd 
hy this, in every Year following the People will 
have remitted to them in the Taxes on Land and 
NeceiTaries, with their Confequenees, more th»i 
an Equivalent for what they paid the forcing 
Year, whereby, they will be enabled yearly to 
pay more to this Tax ; fo that every Yearns Sub* 
fidy muft increafe. 

Whatever appears moft burdenfom fhould be 
the firft taken off, fuch as the Duties on Sope, 
Qmdles, Salt, Coals, or foreign Materials of 
Manufadure. 

9. This Propofal being difierent from the 
Method of raifmg Taxes now ufed, and defigned 
to take off our prefent Oppreffions, every body 
will be Gainers, the poor Manu&Aurer will not 
{lay vAj thti^, nor fliould he ; but here then wiH 
appear a fort oif Paradox, the Rich propoitionably 
are to pay all the Taxes, yet each of them to 
have befides a particular Gkin by it: To folve 
this, vire n>ay rairly divide the Rich into three 
Clafles, viz. Landholders, Tradexs^ and Stock* 
holders. 

10. To b^in with tbi Landboldirs : 

Suppofe a Gentleman to have an Eftate of 
1000 2. /tfr Annum \ that the Land-Tax is 4x, 
in the Pound, but he being in an eafy-rated 
County pays but 2 s. in the Pound, which amounts 
to 100/, in lieu of which Land-Tax, Excifei^ 
Cuftoms, .CfTr. are allowed eight SubfidieSy pre- 
iuming they would raife a Sum equal to the 
Amount of our prefent Duties : 

Supjpofe then . thiis Gentleman to pay by 
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For Himfclf, 8 Subfidie 1 /• ,^ ' „ ^^ 
for the Article 4, is ^£ SO 00 e<» 

ForbisWifc theiof I .,.„„» 

For four ChUdfien 
•ach of what he pays 

■ 87 10 oe 
He remains a clear Qainer >^ i z lo oo 
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By this it appears, that where the Land-Tax 
is but half-paid» fuch a Landholder hereby faves 
%%L los. ' 

But thofe Gentlemen who have bom the un« 
equal Burden of the Land-Tax for many Years, 
paying from 2 s, even up to 4 x. in the Pound, 
will K hereby ereatly relieved, enabled to live 
better, and fo add to the Amount of this Propofal. 

The following great Advantages arife likewifie 
to the Lapd-holders. 

The Dii&rence in the Prioe of Neceflaries, 
when th^ Taxes on them are taken off, muft be 
roach fuperior to the abpve Sabfidies ; for the pre* 
fent Taxes, and their Confequences, dSkSt the 
^Landholders above i^s.miht Pound, vidi p. 50 . 

The Poors Rates, fo h^vy a Burden^ on the 
JLand at prefimt, will be hereby reduced to a mere 
Trifle. 

The Rents of Lands will be better paid whea 
the Farmers are eafi^l of their heavy Taxes. 

The Farmer&will be likewife.more abk to im* 
prove the Lands they rent. 

Eafy equal Taxes increafe Trade, and Trade 
increafes Kents. 

Well-paid increafed Rents will augment the 
Capita of thofr that have occafion to fell their 

Land 
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Land untaxed muft<ykld^a caDnfideiaible bMer 
Price than whenhtavily taxed, as at prefent. 

All which duly confidered it may he afierted. 
That upoh this Propo&?8 being pafs'd into a Law, 
every Landholder will actually find the Value of 
his £ftate<at l«l(l;doubied. 

As the Benefits arifing to our Landholders hztt 
hot teen fo Fully calculated as they are capable of, 
Hre Calculation above being only comparative to 
the Land-Tax, I fliall with pleafure fet them 
forth, by way ©f Anfwer to the foDowins Ob- 
jedion, <ind to iltuflmce «what has been ^ready 
advanced on this head« 

Someiiave'thou^t ita^fatal'Ofajeftionagainft 
this Prop^aFs '«verteing praftfcable, that our No- 
bility will think '*it contrary to their Intereflanll 
Merer come into it. 

rphis I own WouMcairy great Wei^t, if it 
was^^ofl^le for the Ptiiblfck<G«od not to be pro- 
portionably the undoubted Qood of erery indi> 
vidual, or if our 'Nobility -were not ceitfider- 
aUe Landhol^s : Whereas many of them ait! 
the mdfl coniidera&Ie, and as all our Misfor- 
tunes Center bn ourLands, ib muft ottr Benefit?; 
the. greater the Property, the greater tf cither ; 
therdfore as o«ir N6bility ^re the greateft'Land* 
iioUere, 4b by this Propofal they t&tiiki »id will 
receive the greatefl Benefit; of which Ihope 
totoftvince them, if ever thislwinkNe'Eflaffheni'd 
have the honour of their Pfcnjfal, by laying before 
thttn the State'theyare now in, and the State 
they wouM be in by this Propofkl, the Difietcnoe 
tf which they will te ]^le^ed> ta oonfidcr. 
' Suppofe a rTobleman to have a nominal Eltate 
rf*86<Jo/. per ^ihiiim^ aat^f'skVith by the.va- 
TvMs ^RedirtcttoAs in tnefe 'WKtched Times he 
hardly receives in Caih 6000 /• and I appeal 'to 

the 
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the whole ^Bo4y of NoUliejr if upon a Medium 
they receive fo much. ' • 

The Expences of a Man of Quality Renerally 
are and (hob'd ^ in the riiJheft and bcft Com- 
modities that can be had, confequently the dearefi; 
and as a common Engltjb Cloth is proved in 
p> S.5. lo hav^ z, fi£kitious 'Value Aip^frior to a 
Dutch Cloth loaded yrith 50 per Cent, the latter 
having beat out the former ^t the Portugal Mar- 
Icet, and only i . ^^r C/»/. allowed to turn the 
Scale-; I may iafely affirm, that the Expences of 
a Nobleman have a fictitious Value included in 
them of 5 1 /r^r C^«/. if Hot more r there being 
great Diffi^ience between a Nobleman's buying 
and a Merchant's : However 5 1 per Cent. ii6titious 
Value included in a Nobleman's Expences of 
6000/. amounts to ^060/. which 4)eing deducted 
)ea^i^ only 2940/. and is*the onlyireal, ^true, in- 
tf infic VaMe, thi&t a Nobleman receives from a 
Nominal Eltete df 8ooa/. per Annum iax)^e Slate 
he is now. 

. What elfe €an tie the reason that our Nobility 
can have no Tafte but they are ruined, if a No- 
ttenfanllas a G^At either Ib'r Building, Equipage, or 
Snteftalnnients, we ^reiently hear of Mortgs^ 
and Soles of Eftates, ^hoW 6vv ^Places or Penfions 
Itome in Aid to.pleveht them' ? Whilft a foreign 
N^eotanpcrlifps deles! all with half the nomiifal 
fftate, and yet teeps* within Bounds. Js it 'not 
licfi^y l^lafin that tho' the Renlal of the EngUb 
JNobteman*s Eftate i3^reat^>yettheTa4es^aiid their 
Con(equences ace lb monflrous, that the intrinfic 
Value is by them 'refuted to^^fniall Pit^mce? 
, Whefftttsby this Frepofala NoUonan with a 
nominal EAate :of Soeo^/, iper vjlmNM»rp9ys 

Fir HItoMf &£idMMe»^r»tfaerl . ^^ 

4bftArliek*i% J**^^^ 

For 
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Brought ovec ^ 400 
For his Lady -J of what he pays 1 00 

For four Children* each j: of 1 
what he pays 3 

—£700 

" 700 /. being dedufied from 8000 /. leaves 7 300 /. 
of a real, true, intrinfic Vsdue, which will par- 
chafe as much, go as far, confequently b» equal 
to 14,897/. of our prefent fiditious Value, and if 
his ordinary Expences in the State he is now are 
but 2940 /. of real Value, he would have by this 
Propofal 4360 /. of the fame real Value remaining, 
for Building, Equipage, Entertainments, bfc, equal 
to 8897 /. of our prefent ii£litious Value. 

So that by the State he is now in, he is re- 
duced either to his ordinary Expences, or to ruin 
his Eftate» if he lanches out in any Tafte ; 
whereas by the State he wouM be in by this Pro- 
pofal, he might live equal to what he did before, 
and yet have remaining for Improvements a Sum 
fuperior in real Value to the prefent nominal Value 
of his whole Eflate. 

And whenever our improving Trade (hall ad- 
vance the natural Value of our Commodities, fo 
that the Expences of the Nobility will be en- 
hanced, they may reft aflured that the natural 
Value of their Lands will keep pace with them» 
and their Incomes conflantly rife in proportion to 
bear them. The fame in proportion to the Value 
of their Eftates will be the Cafe of all our Land- 
holders. < 

1 1 . fTsth reJpiSf to the Trader, 

The Difference in the Prices of Necefliries^. 
when the Taxes on them are taken off, muft 
be much fuperior to the Subfidies be ihouM pajr 
fox Luxuries 1 I fay ihouldi for he need pay no 

moie 
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more than he pleafcs, or can afford, as appears bjr 
the thiid Remark ; fo he cannot be opprefs'd. 

This puts him in a better Situation than any of 
6ur Rivals in Commerce, who all pay Taxes on 
Neceflaries> always attended with fome Op* 
prdEons. 

When thofe Taxes that are Burdens upon our 
Trade are removed, then may we fend our Ma* 
nufiidures to Foreign Markets as cheap or cheaper 
than our Neighbours^ whereby loft Markets may 
be recovered, and new ones found out. 

The Demand for our Goods muft hereby in- 
creafe at thofe Markets where at prefent the/ 
have fome Vent. 

An increaflng Denaand makes profitable Sale^ 
and quick Returns. 

Quick Returns are the Soul of Commerce, and 
enable the Merchant to give conftant Employ* 
nient to all our working rands. 

Commiffions for Buying will be always lent by 
Foreigners to the cheapeft Markets, and the 
frheaper they aie the more Conaqiiffions they may 
exped. 

A flourifhing Commerce will cnabk the Trader 
to live more comfortably for the lurefent) and at 
the lame time lay up a future Provifion for. him- 
fclf and Family. 

Our rival Nd^boun, Ibme of whom are our 
natupd Enemies, and the beft but felf-inteiefted 
Friends, will find the Scene ihifted upon them 
fix>m ^tbeir riling and our finking, I mean in 
Tnufe) the greateft Bleffinc that can happen to 
a People ; fi)r, as a late Patnot obleryed, ItMngt 
T^ and Nourifinuni to m Nation^ prefirvis Mnd 
hcnafis its Stocky and £ftributis a convent int Por^ 
tim H Mamtmami to every Part of it. 

F 12. In 
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12. In regard to the Stockholder. 

His Gain w'dl appear by confidering that this 
Propofal being calculated to raife as large or larger 
Fund, in a more eafy and equal manner than 
aH our * other Taxes*! 

He will be more certain than he is now^ in any 
iimc of War^ of his Intcreft being duly paid. 

He will be better fecured in the Value or Reim« 
burfement of his Capital. 

He wni reft affured that the Government will 
never be driven to lay a Tax on \hc Funds, 
which would not only leflen his Income^ but 
confiderably diminifh the Price of his Capital. . 

By this Propofal he will gjsiin Security ; no fmall 
Coniideration. 

Even the Difierence in the Price of Necel&ries^ 
when the Taxes on them are taken ofF, muft be 
more Advantage than any mere Stockholder will 
- or occd pay for Luxuries. 

13. As by this Propofal the Rich will pay all 
with Advantage even to themfelyes, fo ^e Poor 
will receive great Benefit. 

They will be able to work as cheap as Foreigners 
at leaft, confequently monopolize the manu£ic- 
/ turlng of their own Wool. 
'. They will havfe Icfler Wages, but of more Value, 
4 d. per Day untaxed being miore than '6 d. chafed 
with 3 i, for Taxes. 

They will have more confl;ant Employment by 
Ifvorking cheaper, confequently a bettei* Main* 
tcnancc. 

They will have Foreigners fettling here con- 
tinually to teach them new B^^nches of Trade. 

They will not be i^rove by N^ceffity tp fiy 
their Country^ tp (Urve, beg, or fteal. 

They will find better Support in their Mbfhr* 
tunesy when their Superiors are in a more fk)uri(h« 
Ing way. * They 
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-' Thcjr will have more Opportunities of rifing 
to be Maflors, or feeing their Children becomt 
iucfa. 

14. If lit ihouU be asked, Hovir, by this Pro* 
pofal, a hxm Fund than our i^fdent Taxes can 
be more eaiuy raifed ? 

Xbe Anfwers are. That no Entenfion of Sub* 
lidies far any Sum of Money equal to what the 
Government now annuaMy raifes, can be ib 
grievous to cbeSubjcfb, as the confequential ex«- 
tending Burden or our prefent Taxes* on Com<^ 
jnodities only, exchifiyv of the Land-Tax. 

Thereforey tf the Subjedls can fai^e by raifmg 
larger Sums for the Service of the Governinent9, 
tbei?e can be no doubt of their doing is. 

It is remarked, with ^^eat Humour as wdl as 
Truth, thai a Ptinct wb9 draws bis Rivenuis 
from the Famtiis of his Sukj^ifs^ will he richer 
than anther who hath Mine$ <f Gdd^ kecai^e 
Vmrdif is m% inedutufiihk Mine \ to whkb I bog 
leave to add, th^ k is worked mooh the eafieC 
and is texa&Xy the Af&ir now offered to the Con- 
fidesation of the Publick. 

Tho' att fed, yet as thofe who are opprc&'d 
jnore imoiediatcily by our prefent . Taxes, <«• 
eur Peo[de in Trade, wiU be heneby rcviv'd \ an 
:i«crsa£ng Tjode wfll> brinff bi faeh a Flow of 
W^l^ as win make our Lands fliU more va- 
luaUb, and oar People rich ; Riches wiU make 
tbem gay; and Gaiety wilt make them pay 
iWeer, if equal eafy Taxes ; therefore this rro- 
pottl nuiA jNTOve a growbig Ftmd, and produce 
every Year mom ana mom to fuppoet the King 
mkI Natkn in fo great a Figure, HanA raife us to 
fiaeh a farmidafaie teisbt «f Power that we may be 
l9ie£nyy cv Diead of all our Rivals, and an Over«> 
mtcfa &r anjr oie- Nation^ iaJEiiri!|(i» 

Fa «J» 
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. 1 ^. BefideS), Tbb Tax will leflen the Experices 
of die Government by untaxing Commodities, 
which of courfe makes them cheap^ therefore 
^very thing will be to be purchafc^ with lels 
Money, allProvifions, Ammunition, Navad Stores, 
bfc. come cheaper to the Government $ Sailors, 
Soldiers, Placonen and Peniioners, be enabled to 
live upon leb Wages yet as well as they now do; 
fo that this Method making the Money raifed go 
the further, the fewer SubJuIies will fufike, two 
or three Millions may do as much as four or fix 
Millions now ; therefore the Government can never 
be ftraitned, or the People OfjpreiTed. 

t6. This Tax wUl likewife increafe the Civil 
Lift; for as Goods grow cheap, Money goes the 
liirthers therefore the prefent Civil Liftof 8co,oooir 
per Annum^ when of real true intrinfic Value, 
may go as bx and be as valuable as one of 
1,632,653 /. of the {wefent fiditious Value: And 
the Value of <ht Pay of Officers and of the Sa- 
laries of Places inci^eaie in the iame^roportion. 

17. This Tax will ferve for a political fiaro* 
meter to know the Strength of the People in any 
dime of W^ar, for as long as the laft Subfidy adds 
to the Produce of the former, fo long may they 
be increafed ; as for Inftance, fuppofe eieht Sub- 
•fidies to have produced ten Millions, whidi on an 
Average is 1,250,000 /. each, thoT or laying on an 
4 itb it ibould produce but half the laft Sum, yet 
a i2ih Subfidy may without any Dangq: be add* 
<d, and fo on until the laft produces but a Trifle $ 
and that with Advantage to the Nation : Becaufe 
manv Misfortunes happening in Time of War« 
People flx)uld therefore be more frugal in thdr 
Expeoces to enable them to bear thofe the better^ 
to m^6t which a Tax of this (brt natundly teodt, 
.^nd they may he taxed ia Ihis manner as kng as 

Ihcf 
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Ihej can or wQl bear, even for their Good: Quite 
contrary to the Method of laying Taxes on the 
Necef&ries of Life, or on Trade, .pradifed in all 
Countries, which, in proportion as they are in- 
<Teas'd, conftantly bring on Decay of Trade, Po- 
verty and Mifery, not recoverable in many Years, 
if ever. 

1 8. But it may be objeaed, That this Tax will 
caufe a Redudion of the Officers of the Revenue, 
diminifh the Power of a Minifter, be contrary to 
his Intereft, and not being to be carried into £xe« 
cutton without his Countenance, makes it become 
impradicable. 

J?^. What is the Intereft of a Minifler, but 
the Favour of his Prince and the Love of the 
People to continue himfelf in Power ? neither of 
theie fin^y will always dp, but both united are 
infidlible. 

. The Increafe of the Civil Lift, the Increafe of 
die Revenue, the Freedom from oppreftive Taxes, 
|he Increaie of Riches, are Confequences of this 
Tax proved in the above Remarks. By all thefe 
the Favourof the Princeandthe Love of thePeopIe 
arefecured to a Minifter^ What more glorious to 
a Prince than a fplendtd Court, powerful Revenue, 
free and rich SubjeAs ? What more delightful to 
a People than the Splendour and Power of theii 
King, their Freedom and their Riches. It be- 
comes then the Intereft of both Prince and People 
to continue that Minifter in Power, who procures 
liich mutual Happinefs. And what better Foun* 
nation for the Cx)ntinuance of Power can be de- 
fired, than that which has the general Intereft for 
its Support? "- 

How doea the Increafe of the Officers of the 
Revenue rive Power to a Minifter? by in«* 
fluencing Eledions: But tliefe Officers difguft 
many, who know that they are Locufts, confe* 
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flottidy they ctufc and give Wefeht to an Oppos* 
fition. Let the Minimr gam the Lbve of the 
People, lie influences them himielf, wkh more 
Efied than thb partial Influence of Officers, 
which then becomes uielefs, and he likewife de« 
ftroys the Foundation of an Oppofition. 

fiefides, an increafrng I^evenue fumifhes Meant 
tat ufeful piMtck Eihi^oyments, whereby more 
OSoers niay be better provided for than at pre* 
fent; and with this Dtlitrence, that a fmall Num- 
ber of Officers detrimentally employed raife Qa* 
mours, whereas large Numbers beneficially em* 
ployed will gain the Love of the People, Novr 
fce muft be but m forry Politician who cannot gain 
a greater Intereft by the Profperity than by the 
Kuin of his Country. 

If then we have retfoned rightly, and the Fa- 
vour of the Prince with the Love of the People^ 
are the Fouxidations of iai Minifter's Continuance 
in Power, and are the necdf&ry Confeqoences of 
tiie carrying of this Tax into Executbn; if fA* 
tew9, tliat the doing of k is the true Intereft of » 
wife MiniAer, and therefore practicable. 
' 19. Of thi Bmefits arifing ly a Frte-Port 
Trade. 

By which I mean, that all Sorts of MerchamFize 
be imported and exported at all times without pay- 
ing any Cuftoms or Fees. 

1. it will increafi Trade. 

By increafing tne Number of Merchants ; for 
finall Stocks ferve where there are no Cuftoms to 
pay, and there are ten People of fmall Fortunes 
m Trade to one of a great oire ; the more there 
are» the lefs liable are they tq combine together 
td impofe on the People extravagant Prices for 
their Goods, to fupport thcrhfelves in Luxuries, 

By increafing the Capitals of our Merchants ; 
fcr they pay ^ or |. of their Capitals for Cuftoms, 
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they can trade but for the 4. or 7 left ; but when 
they have no Cudoms to pay, they can carry on 
a gieater Trade with the fame St0ck, fell thei« 
Imports cheaper, have more Money to buy up the 
iuperfluous Produce of our Lands, and give better 
Encouragement to our Manufaftureis. 

By making our Country an umverfal Store- 
hou(e; for when our Merchants have no Cuftomt 
to advance, they Vtll be importing continually 
upon Speculation for better Markets. aU fgrts of 
Goods that were to be fold cheap in all Parts o£ 
the World, whereby fuch fortible Cargoes as were 
vendible to Advantage, being, always ready to 
feize the favourable Opportunity, would be aa 
continually exporting, giving Employment to a vaft 
Number of Watermen, Carmen, Porters, Coopers, 
Packers, f^c. .befides fupplying hereby our own 
Manufaflurers with all foreign Neeeflaries and 
Materials in th^cheapeft manner. To which may 
be added, that where the beft Aflbrtments of 
Goods are to be had, there will be the greateft 
Trade, one Sort helping off another, confequently 
vaft (^antities of our own Commodities wiH bt 
i^uir^ to aflbrt our Imports of Foreign Gtxxis, 
and be exported with them. A Free Port caufes 
the beft Aflfortments of Goods, confequently a 
Free Port caufes a great Exportation of Home- 
Commodities. 

By increaflng our Navigation; this is a Con* 
ftquence of the laA Obfervation } for by the vaft 
Quantities of Goods continuity gdng out and 
comii^ in, we muft have an immenfe Numbev 
of Ships conftantly employed, and feldom fend 
them out in Ballaft ; and whenever our Sailora 
are eafed of their Taxes, they will be able to na* 
vkate as cheap, or cheaper than any ; and being^ 
indii^tably the moft able, and exgert in Eunpe^ 
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fliuft have a great Share in the Greenland' 2ni 
Herring Fiihing-Trades, and in the Navi|atioit 
of the Bahsckj with ^othcr Nations whoTe Navi- 
gations are vaftly increaied hy thofe Trades; all 
which, joined to oar Mediterranean Trade, would 
make us the chief Carriers of Europe, 

By increafing the Vent of our Goods abroad ; 
for all foreign Neceflaries and Materials coming 
a great deal cheaper to our People, who having 
no Taxes they need pay at home (if our Mono- 
polies were but once abolifhed) our Labour would 
be fo cheap, that we couM fend all our Goods to 
foreign Markets cheaper than any People, bv 
reafon of our fuperior natural Advantages. It is 
a juft Obfervation of Sir fVilltam Temple^ in his 
Account of Holland^ There is no Sort of Goods 
hut what will find a Market at one Pria or 
another J and they will be Majlers of it that can 
e^ord it cheapeji. It ihould therefore be our chief 
Study to make all our Goods bear only their na-' 
tural Value, which nothing contributes more to 
than a Free-Port Trade: Add to which, that our 
Merchants being enabled to barter away our Goods 
for whatever Commodities they could find in anjr 
Country where Money was fcarcc, muft increale 
their Sale prodigioufiy. 

By putting all Traders on the fame fair Footing ; 
for where no Cuftoms are to be paid, Smuggling 
muft ceafe. 

By preventing the Smuggling of our Wool, 
without Regiftries, Dragoons, or Cruizers; for as 
our Taxes, Monopolies, &^. have been proved 
in Page (iT^ to be the Ciufes of Smuggling, (b is 
the Removal of them the certain Remedy for this 
Evil ; as thus, 

Englijh Labour in a Bale of Cloth of Tooi. Price^ 
is computed in Page 67 to be 7$/. having, in 

Pagpt 
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JPage 64, an artificial Value arifing ffom Taxtt, bfc. 
of ^i per Cent, which being deduded, the natural 
Value of that Labour is but 36/. rs x. French 
Labour for the fame, in Page 67/ is eflimdtted at 
50/. 'Tis plain the EngUfiman can g^ve 63 /. 5 1. 
for the fame Wool for which a Frenchman can 
only give 50/. which is 26 iper Cm/, under the 
Engl^ Price ; coniequently our People being able 
to aiford the beft Prices, Smuggling of Wool muft 
ceafe, and the whole Manu&o^ of it be fecured 
lo ourfelves. 

By gaming us the Herring-Fiflier^ ; for the 
Dutch having Liberty to fell their Fiih on the 
Coafls of Englandy would fiiap at fucb a Market, 
9nd fome of them iettle with us of neoeffity, by 
trading on the beft Footing ; for thofe who would 
not fettle, mtrft make two expenfive hazardous 
Voyages, one back to Holland to cure and pack 
the Fifli, and the other from thence to the Coafts 
of Britain to fell them, efpecially the Weft-Coafts^ 
which thofe fettled here would be free from^ and 
the Dutch^ by livhig^ among our People, muft in* 
firuA them in the Trade. 

By fecuring to us all Growths, Fifheries, and 
Manuiafbires the Nation is capable of; for what 
French or Dutch Growers, Fi&ers, or Manu6«ic- 
hirers could pay Taxes at home, the Charges of 
Padcage, putting on Bbard, Freight, Infurance, 
Poflage of Letters, rdanding, houfing, Warehoufe* 
rent, and CommiiBon on their Goods to felPta 
our People, being Growers, Fifl&ers, or Manu« 
fii£hirers themfelves, untaxed, free from the above 
Charges, and blefled wkh fuperior natural Advan- 
tages? 'tb ridiculous to fitppofe it;. unfe& that in 
the be^nnine of a Free^Port Tiade^. dbe Demand 
for our Goods fliould be fo great, that we fbould 
fell what ibouU be our own Supply, and content 
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oiirfelTes with mfertor Sorts of Goods fram abmid^ 
at ^ Dutch do* 

' The farther Benefit that Trade receivea by a 
Fret Port, the Reader wiU find in the Aafwers to 
the Obje^ons raifed by feme Authors againft it^ 
which will be confidered hereafter^ 

% It will empU^ our Po$r, 

This is a Confequence of the kfi Remark ; for 
Neceflaries and Materials being by a Free^Port 
Trade, and the Reduftion of Taxes rendered 
cheap. Labour muft be fo too ; and by the (amf 
Caufes the Vent of our Goods be enldrced, the 
Poor find confiant Employment on the Wool we 
CbaU keep at home, on the Hemp and Flax we 
fliall raifey in all Manuiaflures we are capable o4 
ki the Herring and Greenland Fifheries, and ia 
the Increafe of our Navigation by the great De- 
mand for Sailors, fo that none can want Employ^ 
ment that woa*t be idle. Holland is an Example 
of this> whofe Cufloms are fo low that their Trade 
is almoft free, and there is no G>untry in the 
World where the Poor are fo well employed, o£ 
in Sickneis better provided for. 

One flourifhing Manu&dure promotes all others ; 

hx the better Employment the People have, the 

better they live, and the more they (bend for a 

comfortable Subfiflence: A Manufa&urer wha 

earns by his Induftr^ enough to purchafe warna 

Clothing aj^ hearty Food, is a greater Eocour^giee 

9f the Induftry of others than a Beg^r coverol 

with Rag^ and ftarving; with Ilunger; therefore. 

il need not feem a Wonder, that when our WooUea 

Trade flouriQied) all others profpered, and the 

Poors Rates were low.; and that the Reverfe hap». 

pens by the Decline of it. If Englijh Wool was ill•^ 

tirdy Kept at home, the manufaduring of it muft^ 

epiplp£ ai} kaft one MUUqq of Peqpl^ w<ha ma^y be^ 

fuppofcd 



Dechne^tEeFomgn^tzdt. 107- 

ftppoiU fo maintain at leaft another MiOfon of 
belpleis Infants, Women whofe Labour is in part 
diverted- by the Care of their Families, fick and 
aged People ; and the (ame in proportion for Stot* 
land and Ireland. 

The Silk-Maniifafhirej at leatft for our C6n« 
fumption, muft, by taking off our Taxes and 
making our Trade quite free, beintirely fecured to 
us : And fuppofmg the Quantities of India^ French^ 
and foreign wrou^t Silks fmu^ed in upon us by 
the Temptation^ of high Duties^ and confumed. 
Itere, 00 amount only *to the Value of aoo,ooo /. 
pir Atmum^ ther Labour w4ieiieof to be ^ of tb«( 
Value^ and thr Medium earned ^^r Head tobey6A. 
the fiipplying this Confumption oy our own Peofil^ 
would employ about 25,000^ of theni, and they' 
maintain an jeaual Number, as was obierved of the 
Woofien Trade above. 

The Linen Mimufadure is oF fuch vaft Gonfe*- 
quence^ that the Dublin Society, in the firft Vo-~ 
lume of their fVeekfy Obforvations^ N** 7. reckon 
lh$ Confumption of Linen if» England, at the lovoejt 
Computation^ allowing only i o s. per Head, to amount! 
fo Four Millions^ the greateji Fart of which^ they 
fiiy, is imported every Tear:: But as they take no 
notice of the vaft Quantitiies of Linens we imports 
for our Plantations, whieh may over-balance wha^ 
it made in England, yet L &all only compate,, 
diat we pay Forei^ers' for this Article three 
Xf illions, tlM Labour at |^ of the Value, and tUe 
Medium earned per Head 6/. which a Redufiion 
of Taxes, and a Free-Port Gaining, will thereby 
employ about 370,000 of our People, and they 
maintain an equal Number, as was obferved of 
the Woollen Trade above. 

It is impoi&ble to eftimate the Numbers of- 
FcO{rie flttt a Free-Port Trade would give adi* 
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ditiomd Employment to, fucfa as Watermerr^ 
Carmen, Porters, Coopers, Packers, &fr. or the 
additional Numbers of Sailors employed in the 
Carrying-Trade, the Amount of all which muflr 
be prodigious. 

Sir Walter Raleigh^ in his Obfervathns on 
Trade^ lay's. That thirty feveral Trades are fet 
on work by the fifliing Ships ; and as this Herring- 
yi(hery is on our own Coafts, we can carry on 
this Trade that promotes thirty others, cheaper 
than the Dutchy arid of courfe beat them out of 
it ; they muft make long Voya^ out and home 
for the Fi&ery, and receive their Supplies in the 
fame dangerous and expenfive manner; whereas 
we are at home, and can land our Fifli and re- 
vive Supplies without almoft any Charge: We 
^an visual in Inland^ and fome Parts of Britain^ 
at half the Charge' they can do in Holland: In 
blowing Weather the Dutch muft lie ftill, they 
cannot take in their Casks and Stores in a rolling 
Sea; whereas we can run into Port, and the un- 
loading, repacking, and difpatching our Fiih go 
on in all Weathers. All.Fiihing-Veflels pufli to 
get firft to Market; lb our People, from fiome 
parts of our Dominions^ can be at the Maa-keta 
of Spain^ Portugal^ or lialy^ almoft as foon as the 
Dutch can arrive in Holhundy whereby we may 
always foreftal them. The Dutcb have hnvy 
Taxes on Neceflaries^ we need not have any» 
AU which duly confidered> cannot fiiil fecuring us 
this Trade, with the Navigation belonging to it* 
The Scotch IJlanders are expert Fifliermen^ Ne« 
cefEty forces them to it for their own Supply ; 
but their Poverty prevents their giving the Trade 
that Extent abroad it is capable of, and the prefent 
<3og5 upon our Trade cut off the People of Eng'^ 
fanS from any confiderable Correfpondence with 
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them, (o that they are in a manner lofl to each 
other; whereas was our Trade free, the Dutch 
by fettling with us and trading backwards and 
forwards, would create an Intercourfe between 
the Englijh and the IJlandersy whereby the Stocks 
of the former would aid the Induftry of the latter, 
make them outdo all Foreigners, and befides 
expert Fifhermen render them good Saitors^ and 
raife the greateft Nurfery for Seamen in the 
World. 

The Importance of this Fifhery will appear 
from the following Authors. In the Memoirs of 
Di Wtty p. 24, there is a Quotation from Ema^ 
nuel de Meterenj who fays, Tbat in the Tear 
161 o there failed from Holland in three Days time 
goo Ships and 1500 BufTesfor the Herring-F^/herj z 
And he quotes Gerard Malines and Sir Walter 
Raleigbj who s^ree that the Dutch fell jiarff 
300,000 Tens of Herrings and faUed Fijh^ arid 
that there went out yearly above 1 2000 Men for the 
North and fFhale-Fi/herfes : And De fVit^ in 
p. 25, lays> That Trade and Navigation Being in-' 

treafed above J^ fince that time^ it is eafy to cm?- 
ieivethat the Sea produces yearly abwt 5po,ooa 
Tons iffalted Fiji ta the Dutch. And the Au- 
thor of Britannia Languensj p. 31, informs us» 
That according tv modern Calculations the mir§ 
Fiftnng-Trade for Herring and Cody on the Coafts 
of England and Scotland,. empUm above 8ooo< 
Dutdi Ships or Veffels. Bdides, this Fi&ery will 
fupport our Manu£i£hjres, as appears from Do 
Irity in p. ap, his Words are, Tho* it appears 
from Hijlory that many ManufaHures wero 
made in the Towns of Holland, at the tinn 
that the Trade and Navigation of Europe woro 
carried on by the Hanfe-Towns and the Eaji^ 
Cwntry Pocph, andbe/^ri tbi Fifiing andCarrying- 
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Trades wen eftahlifhed in the Country j fi that Hr 
might hi Jbidy that the Navigatim has ian pr^^ 
ducidhythe Manufactures i it is mvertbelijs very 
certain^ that the Fijbery and Navigatim give all 
the Motion to ManufaSiureSj for *iis what brings 
in all ram Materials to be worked up in the Country^ 
and to fell afterwards the Sti^s when they are madi^ 
tf the Seas and Rivers in all foreign Countrier. 

We fee then^ by thefe Reafons that the Dutch can 
make^withthegreatefi Advantage to themfelves^ Sea* 
Salty Manufalfures of Silky Linen, WooU Hemp for 
Cordage^ Cfablesy and Nets y befides the Ship-brnmng, 
Trade. 

The Reafons whcrtof are plain : 

firjly A Fifliery furnifhes a Cargo to purchafe 
raw Materials witk inftead of Money, and pre* 
vents a Nation's being impovcrilhed, and its Ma- 
nufaAures languiihing' through a Scarcity of 
Money. 

Secondly^ Thefe raw Materials are therebf 
rendered cheaper ; for the better Profit the Fifli givc», 
the cheaper the Returns can and will be afibrded,^ 
the general Profit of the Voyage being computed^ 
on the firft Disburfe and incidental Charges. 

7%/r^^» It ailbrds a cheap Sufienance to the 
Foer, whereby Wages and Labour are kept low> 
to the Encouragemeat of all Trade. 

Fourthly^ It creates a multitude of Seamen,, 
whereby their Wages are kept low, and of courfe 
Fi^ights, confequently a great Navigation is main- 
tained, which brings in raw Materials cheap, and 
carries out our Manufadures the fame, by which 
ineans only their Vent can be extended abroad; 
therefore the Fiifaery and the Navigation are the 
Caufes of Manufaoures* 
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Ftfihfyt It is the Saikr who is tb$ Life tf Tndi ; 
mitbwt him the Skill (f the Merchant^ the Beou^ 
and CbeapHifs of the Manufa5iure^ and the ^om* 
iitf if Shipping are ufelefs and vain. GloverV 
Speech^ Page a8. v 

It has been already proved that we can outda 
the Dutch m the Herring-Fifhery, confequently 
we can employ therein more of our Poor than 
they ; let us fee how many People the Filherjr 
employs in Holland. De Wtt^ in his Memoirs^ 
p. 34» computes the FiIhine«Trade to give £m- 

Sloyment to 450^000 Peopfe in the Province of 
lolland only. The Author of Britannia Lan* 
guenst Page .3I9 divides the Employment of the 
above People thus : 200,000 Seamen and Fijbers^ 
and aj;o,oao PeobU mare employed at home about 
this particular Navigati^, making of F\/hing^ 
he cur 
aland 
great 

Hamburgers^ Lubeckers^ and Bremers ; nor the 
French Fifhing-Veflels that (warm round ouV 
Cbafts : So that upon the whole, it may be fup^ 
pofed that double the above number of People are 
employed in this Trade by thofe fevoal Natiene 
that n(h upon our Coafts, befides the Gr/enknd 
Fiihery. So that was our Trade eafed according 
to tbefe PropofalSy diis Branch only would maia^ . 
tain moft of our prelent Poor ; and one Trade bcH 
longing to the Filherv is to eafy, viz. the making 
Nets, that the moft hdpleis of our Peoole may 
work at it, fuch as Women, Children, Crippks, 
and aged People ; and the Employment isibgieat^ 
that 5ir Walter Raleigh^ in his Obfervations on 
Trade^ affirms, that 500 Per/ons are not able 
u make 004 Fleet cf JEtfi^ in Jour Mentbs time for 
Me Bufs. 

Thirdly j^ 
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Thirdly^ It will increafe the Stock of People. 

By inviting Merchants to fettle where fiufineft 
can be tranfafted with fo little Trouble. 

By furnifliing Employment to our own Poor 
they will be kept from deferting their Country,, 
preferved from Want and Difeafes, confequently 
from Death ; by their Induftry they will procure 
themfelves a comfortable Maintenance, and there- 
by be enabled to marry and raife Families. 

By fecuring the Manufa<Shire of our own Wod 
we (hall reduce the Woollen-Trade of our Neigh- 
bours, which joined to the extenfive Vent our na- 
tural Advantages enable us to give this Manufiic- 
ture, will oblige us either to enlarge our Growth 
of Wool, or import Foreign, whereby we ihould 
have occafion for more Hands than we ever yet 
employed, confequently gain them; for it's z 
Maxim in Trade, That fuch as your Employ* . 
ment is for People^ fo many ivill your People be. 

By gaining the Silk, Linen, and other Manu- 
fadures wemuft gain fome of the Manufadurers, 
for what Dutchman or Frenchman would pay 
Taxes at home, and the heavy Charges mentioned 
in Page 105, on the Goods he fent to Britain^ 
when he could remove thither, live untaxed in 
that plentiful Cbuntry under an cafy Government, 
amd add all thefe Savings to his Profits ? It would 
not be in the Pbwer of any Laws to keep him at 
home, h& would remove, nay fome muit; for as 
our Manu&dures increafe the Foreign will of courfc 
decieafe, the Poor want work, and they muft ci- 
ther fiarve or fly, and where would the Fugitives 
find an Afyhim fo inviting as that of Britain? . 
Befides, when we became thorowly vcrfed in the 
Linen and Silk Trades, our own Supply would 
not confine us, but we fikottid rival other Nations 
at forcim Markets. 

Br 
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' By gaining^the Berring-Fiflicry we fliall gain 
fomc of the Dutch Fifhcrs, who will find, it mor« 
convenient and cheap to remain here than to go 
home ; add to which what is obferved in Page 5 1 . 
that our own Country being better than Holland^ 
nothing but our cramping of Trade could keep 
' Multitudes of its People from us. 

By drawing in foreign Sailors, which is a Con- 
iequence of the Increafe of Trade and Navigation, 
for our Number of Sailors is even noi^ too fcanty 
for our confined Trade, as appears by the difficul- 
ty of Manning our Ships of War, and the high 
Wages our Merchants give, which latter Temp- 
tation is defeated by the high Price of all Necef- 
faries y but were thefe to bear only their natural 
Price, our Pay in our Ships of War would be of 
fo great Value that we {hould have the picking of 
all Europe.^ have no need of that arbitrary Expe* 
dient of Preffing, for a Free-Port fumifhing Em- 
ployment for more Sailors than we now have, vaft 
Numbers would flock here to «njoy our Plenty, 
Kiches, and eafy Government. 

Fourthly y It will increafe mr Riches* 

By giving a greater Vent to our Manufeftures 

' by their cheapnefs. Foreigners will be the more 

indebted to U3» which muft be paid in Money or 

in Goods; if in the latter, and they are laid by 

for better Markets, muft refolve at laft into more 

Money : By gaining Manufadurers from abroad 

our Wants wiS grow lc6, confcquently lefs Money 

need go out to fupply them ; A Pehnjfavei is fi 

much VMH. Gee in hit Difaurfe on *fraie^ Page 

- 1 86, computes. That we have me MiUien of People 

fisppofed to he out of work. I have already proved 

that a Free-Port with a redudion of Taxes can 

give Employment to all our Poor, and the Labour 

«f Xadivtduab makes the Riches of the whole % 

there* 
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therefore fuppofing thefe People to earn at a Me- 
dium (m Pound per Annum each* it niakes fix 
Millions, as true as if dug out of a Mine in our 
Country, nay better wi3i regard to the Peoples 
Healths. That this is not all Imagination will 
appear by viewing what a Free- Port is capable of 
gaining us in four Branches only^ vi%^ The Her- 
ring Fifliery^ t&e Woollen, Linen, and Silk Ma* 
mi&Aures. 

It is proved In Pag^ 1 08, that we can out-do the 
Dutch in the Herring-Fifliery, the Value whereof 
will appear from Mr. Smithy in his Book called 
Et^Utnd^s Imfrovemints revived ^^ who informs ut 
in Pages 249 and 250^ That he was fentm 163 3 /«> 
Shetland, to difiover the manner and way of Trad* 
ingt &c. and the manner of the Hollanders Fijhing 
with Bujfes and other Feffehj for JLifig tmd Uod: 
And in page 270 he favs. That durir^ the War 
bitween Spoin 4md Holland, the Fiftfertnen agreed 
etmmg them/elves to pay a I^Uar on every Laft of 
Hitrings^ to maintain Ships of War to Jecure tka 
Fijhing^ that a Record was kepty the Ammnt ef 
which was 300,000 Laji of Herrings taken in one 
half Tear^ which at a medium of the ordinary- 
Prices was worth five Millions Sterlings wbere-^ 
unto if we add the Cod^ Lingy and Hake^ and the 
Fijh taken hy the Hollanders and our Meighbours on* 
our Qoajis aH the Tear long^ the Total wui evieUnif^ 
If arife to above ten Millions yearly. 

Now though we may be proved 
capable of gaining the whole of this^. 
I fhall compute our Gain to be only 
of the half, or £ f^tpoo^oo* 

^ If 100,000 of the above Mil- 
Ibn of vnemployed Poor are WcnqI* 
I^ Manu£i£hirer% (thougrb I im^ 
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Brought over £ 5)0OO9ea# 

gkie they muft be much more in 
the prefent declining Condition of 
fhat Trade) however, that Num- 
ber earning fix found ftr Head, 
jnakes 6oc,o€)o /. and the Value of 
die Material being computed at 4* 
of that, or 200^000 /. makes alto* 

K:her 800,000 /. which as a Frce- 
rt will gain, we may fet down as 

fb much additional Profit Soo,oo4 

The Lindn Manufacture that we 

Ihall gain, and which we now bay 

of Foreigners»is proved in Page 167 

to amount to 3,ooo^oo# 

The Sitk it computed at aoo,oo^ 

Total Value of Ae four Branehei > ■ 

of Trade gained by a Free-Port. ^ j,ooo,oo* 

If 4 of this Sum are paid to the PM>ples La-» 
bour> it makes exa&ly fix MillioQS, or the Em- 
ployment of one MHIicn of People at fix Pounds 
per Head. 

As to the Value of the Materials above which 
are included in the Profit, I muft obferve that the 
Abatement made in the Vidue of the Herring* 
Fifhery doubly over-balances their Value. 

But itViU be faid, that this proves only the Em- 
ployment of our own People, but does not prove 
that we fhall draw in Foreigners; or if wedo» 
that what Foreigners come over will flarve our 
Poor, who will teive but juft Employment to main« 
. tain them : To this I anfwer. That the Value of 
/ the Herring-Fifhery is computed only at the half,, 
our Woollen-Trade is computed onlv to recover 
what we have loft, our Linen and Silk Manufac- 
tures are computed only for tur own Gonfumption« 
but not for what wc mall export when the Manu- 

&&ures 
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fiiAiiies are well eftabtiflied ; therefore double the 
Number computed to be employed in thefe feveral 
Branches of Trade may be drawn in, there is no 
Computation for the Improvement a Free-Port 
will give our Navigation and other Branches of 
Trade, which will all want Hands. In ihort. 
there is no computing what Numbers a Free-Port 
can maintain here, confequently no afcertaining 
the extent of the Riches it will brin^ in ; only this 
I muft obferve, that Trade maintams in Helland 
Uvcn times more People than the Land deprived of 
it could fubfift. . 

Befides, *tis the Nature of Free-Port Trades to 
be hoarding up in cheap times all Sorts of Goods, 
to fell again when the Markets are advanced,, 
whereby they take Advantage of the NeceiBties of 
all the World, and muft amafs immenfe Over* 
balances befides fupplying their own Wants ; and 
if the Goods are only lor foreign Account, when 
one confiders what a vaft Sum the Freights, Boat* 
fcirc. Porterage, Carts^e, Warchouferent, Mer- 
chants Commiffion, and often Package and Cooper- 
age befone the Goods are fent out again do amount 
to, it muft be concluded, that the univerfal Store- 
houfe of a Free-P&rt muft bring a vaft Profit to 
a Country. 

Fifthly^ It will increafe the Valut ef our Lands^ 
By increafin^ Trade, which carries oflF our Su- 

E' Tfluities, furnifhes Emplovment, confequently a 
ivetihood to our Poor, ana eafes the Land of the 
Burden of maintaining them ; increafes the Stock 
of People, which of courfe increafes the Demand 
for Neceflaries and Materials of Manufacture, and 
the greater the Demand, the greater Price will the 
Produce of Lands bear; tis reopte that trade and 
bring in Money^ and the more Peoole there are 
in the Nation to do it, the more Money will be 

brought 
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brought in, and the more Money the People bavct 
the oeeter Price will the Produce of Lands b«ir : 
In all Countries the natural Price of home Cam- 
modities is according to their Plenty, the Demand 
9ni the proportion of Money that Trade clrcu* 
iates, and the more of it is circulating, the better 
Rent can the Farmers afford to give for the Lands; 
add to which, that it is Peoj^e with plenty of 
Money that improve Lands, and the more they 
are improved the better Rents they bear, which 
in Purchafe increafes the Value of Lands. 

The Gradations from the Encouragement of 
Trade to the benefit of Lands are folid and cer- 
tain, VIZ, Whatever caufes Trade employs the 
Poor, Employment increafes the Stock of People, 
-the Iiicreafe of employed People caufes an Increafe 
of Money, the Increafe of Money caufes the Value 
of Lands to rife. A Free-Port is proved to be the 
Caufe of Trade, which is the Caufe of all the 
I'eft; therefore a Free-Pca:t is a great Increafer of 
' the Value of Lands, 

Objedions ^gainfl a Free^Pdrt here having been 
made by J^ftma Gte^ an Author of good Credit, 
for that reafon muft not be left unanfwer'd, in 
I^is TraSi w Tradi^ Page 1^5 , he expreiles him- 
fclf thus. 

But to tiini it waM ii sn Advantagi for ^ 
trading Nation to admit aU matuur of firoign 
Commoditiis to to importod firee from all Duties, 
is an unaccountaUo Notion, andjiill Ufs fuitahto 
to tbo Circumftamis of our IJknd than to tho 
Continent ; for we have no Inland Countries be* 
fond ms (as tbey have) with whom wo may tarry 
^n Trade. if Landi hut wbat is of the utmoft. Con* 
(ffuenee to sss, is, that ty laying high Duties wo 
-«r/ always aUe to ebeek thorant^ of our People in 
ihw oMtrom Fo(ndmf$ ^ wtaring jtscotie Jmmt' 

faiturosi 
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fd^rtt : For were it net for this R^aint^ m 
vttr NeigUours give much lefs PFages to ibmr Wmrh^ 
nun than we do^ and canjefnmtly can Jell cheaper^ 
the Italians,. /A^ French, and the Dutch would 
have continued to pour upon us their^iiis^ P^>p^3 
HatSf Dru^^s, Siuffsy Katttem^ andevonSifaaaDi 
fFool Chths. 

To this the following Remarks may fenre fior 
Anfwcr, 

firjiy But to thtnk it would ho an Advantm 
for any trading Nation to admit alt manner of pn 
reign Commodities to he imported free from ati Du* 
tits^ is an unaccountable Notion, I fhall prove this 
Notion to be highly beneficial even from this fame 
Author^ who in Page 164, fays, Ti^DiAtch Du^ 
ties are fmall, and the Nature of their Trade a ^ 
fohtely requires it. And again. They huw very 
yoelty that if thtfjhould had their Imorts with Dto- 
tits^ other trading Plates would underfill them and 
ruin their Trafici that way. The Duties on the 
Imports in Holland are a mtwt Trifle^ the Natupe 
«f all Trade abfblutely requires it, vix. not to 
i>e underfold. The Dutch know it, and by* prac- 
ttftng what ^K^ know, prevent the Ruin of their 
'Trade ; if this is an unaccountable Ndioii the 
Reader will judge from this fame Author again, who, 
'4n Fage f 91 , &ews the Confequenoeof tlMirKnow- 
ledge in the ibilowing Words. j#r Holland rr 41 JMti- 
gaocine or CoSeBion ^attthe Produih andA Sa m ^ t'^ 
tures of the W^orld^ which they elifporfo mit ovm^ 
Europe, the Merchants emd'Mophiepors eirt evoey 
where their Debtors^ and Money is bnot^ them 
from ahnojl all Countries* . Get here ooqfisfib tbc( 
by their univq:f;d Storehoiifc, the Dtach ha«e>eveiy 
where a Balance in their Pavoui $ and the-Ruiicoft 
of his whfde Book Is to pvove'how gKathr Ike Aih 
lance «if Trade lies againftM^ Wicii^wmt Coft- 

fifienc/ 
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Hfkncf then can he $iigue againft our adopting 
fame of thofe wife Methods the Dutch uke to pro* 
cure themfelves fuch Advan^get? 

Secmifyy And ftill b/s fuitMi U tbi Ciraan* 
Jlemces cf 9ur IJlani than to th$ Cmtimnt ; far wn 
have n9 inland Cmntries hejmd m (at tffiy have) 
with whom Wi may carry on Trade by Land. But 
M^ have in our three Kingdoms a hrge populoia 
inland Country of our own (which the Dutch 
have not) to fupply with Neceffiiries and Mato-ials 
in the cheapeft manner, or elfe we. raife thePrioea 
^ our Manu&dhires to the Pr^udioe of their Sales^ 
befides the fupptying our vaft Polfeifions in Ami*' 
riea. But no Inland Trade cSin be compared to 
the Free-Port Trade, any more than an Inland 
€X>untry Town can be to the Sea-Ports of Lmton 
wAAmJkrdamj or the Navigation of the Rhim 
wmi Mats t^ that of the Bahtck or Moditerra^ 
Tttan s for a Free-Port muft have a Finger in aH 
fixt Trade of the World, ev^en in aU thofe Inland 
Oontment Trades that Gti fo much prifes, ves. 
hj trading to and fupplytng the Sea-Ports that are 
the Inkts therepf in isX vSountrt^ and the cheaper 
we can come to Market, and with the beft AfIort«- 
ments, which a Free^Port Trade only csui ttk&. ; 
Mie more of that Inland- Continent Trade muft 
%f^ have, the mora Vent for our MMuifii£ture% 
and the greater Navigation • 

miraiy^ But what is of the tetmoft Conffpanei 
H us, is J That by Unirn hi^h Duties, we ^ane 
mhvays abie to check the Mtmtf of owr PwbU in 
Itheir eictremi Pondnefs of wearing emtici manu^ 
flbpures. ^ ■ ■ X yet (ays. We are ahmys aUe^ by 
high Dufios^ to checi the inanity of our Fvoplm^ 
Sic. Thegfeat Dt tKty in his Jl^ommrs^ p. 170^ 
1kj9 juft the eonti^, For it is gsnaraUy founds 
iMT th^ ptat mod to9^fitf4fm Cnflomo fait ^ 

tbiM" 
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thtmfelves \ the Reafon whereof is obvioui, At 
higher the Duties, the niore Profit by Smuggling. 
Extreme Fondnefs checked, naturally breakout 
into Madnefs, which appears at Court every Gala 
Dajr in the Number of French Brocades and 
Trimmings then worn, when that Perfon is 
thought the happieft who hath the moft and dear- 
eft French Fop^ies. But what will put this 
Afiair quite out of quefiion, will be the Confl. 
deration of the Balance of our Trade with France^ 
(which (hall be hereafter treated on i\ if it is more 
in our favour than formerly, then Gee*s Opinion 
will triumph, and the EfGcacy of Reftrairits and 
high Cuftoms appear ; but if the Reverfe appears, 
we may fafely conclude they have none. 

Fcurthhy For were it not for this ReJ^raint,'*''^ 
In the memoin of DeUSt^ p. 34, it is faid, that 
Re/iraint is always hurtful to Trade ; the Reafon 
whereof is. plain, for Nature has given various Prow 
du3s to various Countries, and thereby knit Man- 
kind in an Intercourfe to fupply each others Wants : 
To attempt to fell our Produdb, but to buy little or 
none from Foreigners, is attempting an impoffi- 
bility, ading contrary to the Intent of Nature, 
cynically and abfurdly ; and, as ours is a populous 
manufaauring Country, highly prgudidal to our 
own Interefts : For could we raile all NeceiGiriet 
and Vanities within ourfelves, this Intercourie 
defigned by Nature would be ddftroved ; and then, 
how is a Navigation, our only Bulwark, to be 
maintained? To fell all, and Imy none; is to have 
no Back-ttarriage, no Frrights home^ if fo, tliia 
will raife the Freights outwards} a Veffil that 
makes but one Frdght out and home, muft jnake 
that one pav all the Wages, Wear and Tear, 
Charges, ana Living^profit, oonlcquendy makes 
'«ur CS)ods xomc dearer to Market, and naturaUf 

ftope 
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.flops their Sales, by which in time Freights out- 
Wifrf^ vfrduld teas iriOch tainted ad^Fr^igftte home, 
anrfvour 'f'r^ide ihuf! be ddStroyed; Hiit wherfe 
.Jf'ftights' are to be had out and hbiriei they cafe 
i&dHotb^fy c6rtfei^ently bring Q(36ds chdtfet to 
iW^rtoftt; and tUe^ncotir^ging our Pebpfe by the 
utisfoft rfeed6iri§ iti Trade, will ertathfe thcni^ by 
, c'Boap Labdilf to dLrfy all Msittxih€birei ifc are 
* ilafuralljr d^prabte 6f tor the litnioft Hdght^ aftid in 
them Foreigners could not hurt us, rio KiJflfrafrft 
being fo efFedual as cheap Prices.; and to attempt 
more is laying our Pedple under Difficukife by 
Taxes to no purpofe; aS fuppofe, for irfftance, 
we (hould taker it into our He^d^, iti fpite of ail 
Ta^es and Blfadvatttages, to mak^aH our own 
Linens, and, itn order to r^ftr^in the Importation^ 
of forelgh Lihett J, put on therti z\\ the fame 
Duties we Uy oH tht'Frifnebi well now, Mbhey 
is to be faved t6 b6 fare! the PooV employed, an^ 
fine things ddife*; biit atai! this Reftraint won't 
make our own Labour oneFarthins chesipet, bi^t 
the dearer ; foi* our own ' Lifteh Manufafturen 
having a Monopoly agayift the reft of the People, 
and a vaft Demand, will certainly raife th^ir Pri<:es ; , 
but not- being able to fupply Quantities fdSdent, 
fome Foreign ixiaV pay the high Dirties, fdmc will 
be fmuggled ana fold cheupef than what pays 
Duties, but ftill dearer thai* before the laying oh 
this additional Dtfty, which we \<rlir fuppbfe to 
-advance the Price of Linens to the People only 
i s. per tead; ' Is not this living a Daty6f i s^ 
pr Head on out \^0bile:h, Silk, arid tron Manu* 
faS-urers, on' otir SiilOlrsj On oiTt Labotifert of all 
fdrfs ? Certainly it is. D6 the* fafne in firvour of 
Iron, it will prove a Tax on the reft, and fo 6f 
any one of thetn. Do the fame by them all, aA4 
they all tax one anbthet, all raife each others Pric^ 
• - • G -^ * ^ ♦-. at 
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at foreign Markets, and flop their Sales ; Foreigners 
gain upon us ; we diftrefs our whole Trade upon 
the pretence of gaining only a iin^e Branch, and 
this fingle Branch will grow ftill dearer, becaufe 
it being a Burden on the Woollen, Silky and 
Iron Manufadurers, Sailors and Labourers, the 
Linen Manufa£turers will pay dearer for thole 
Goods, pay dearer Freights, dearer for all Ne* 
ceflaries ; it will be 

Linen dearer to Woollen. 

Woollen dearer to Linen. 
Linen, and Wollen dearer to Silk. 

Silk dearer to Woollen and Linen. 
Linen, Woollen, and Silk dearer to Iron.. 

Iron dearer to &lk. Woollen and Linen. 
Linen, Woollen, Silk, and Iron dearer to Sailors. 

Sailors dearer to Iron, Silk, Woollen and Linen. 
Linen, Woollen, Silk, Iron, and Sailors, dearer to 

Labour. 
Labour dearer to Sailors, Iron, Silk, Woollen and 
Linen. 

The dearer our Linens grow, the more Fo- 
reigners will fmuggle in upon us and ftifle our 
Fabrick, all our Artifices will prove vain to main- 
taiait, and, after injuring all our other Trades, 
find to our cofl. That nothing but Freedom can 
£9cure Trade. 

By the above Account may be alfo feen, how 
prolifick the Mifchiefs of our Reftraints by Cuftoms 
are to Trade; how our many Taxes on Com- 
modities are oppreffive \ how they add an Arti- 
ficial Price to Goods ; how our Country has grown 
uniyerfelly dearer, without beins richer; and 
how Foreigners ruin our Trade, wno foon feeing 
through our mean Defigns of engroffing every 
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thinSf grow angry, and ftir up their Govemmentt 
to diftrefs us in their turn by eafing their Trade» 
wbich^ we fliamefuUy ne^ed. Hzs the Linen 
Manu&dure in England increafed by the Prohi- 
bition of FrentblAVitns and high Duties on Ger^ 
many Dutdb^ and fhmtjh .^ So &r from it» that 
it is decreafed by our dear Labour, Taxes, and 
Diiadvantages : Scotland and Ireland attempt it 
with fome Succeis by their cheap Labour, and 
.when our People are eafed of their Oppreffions, 
.fo may we. 

Befides, the difoouraging toa great degree the 
ufe of Foreign Produds by the ^ftraint of hieh 
Cuftoms, is prejudicial, tho' the contrary is the 
common received Opinion, arifing from a mean 
Selfiflinefs that would let none live but itfelf ; at 
for inftance, Suppofe Portugal to take annually to 
the Value of 800,000/. of our Woollens, and 
pay it all in Wines, What is the Refult of this ? 
Why nothing moie but that our rich People drink 
fuch an Amount of Woollens, which they would 
not confume otherwife \ double the prefent Duty 
on that Wine, thinking that lefi would be drank, 
and we {hould drain Portugal of her Gold ; fee 
what w;ould be the Confequence, only that the 
King of Portugal would lower the Duties on the 
French and Dutch Woollens, 8oc,ooo /. perjfnnum 
would be uncirculated amongft us, the Price of 
Wool mufl fink, whereby the French and Dutch 
would get it eafier to riiin the reft of our Trades ; 
about 100,000 of our Poor would be deprived of 
a diligent Subfiflence, and come upon their Pariflies 
for an idle Maintenance, while perhaps at the 
hime time Portugal Wine, by its Dearnefs, would 
become more famionable, great Quantities would 
fee drank and paid for with our Money, and in-r 

G a flcad 
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tttsd of mt itammg tte Poptugu^p be drataed^ 

liy tfaenv. 

* /W^^', >* otir Nitighhurs j»«# «««?* ^ ff^idgH^ 
t6 tMr J^orkmm tbm m d^» and e^epantly c^ 
Jill d)iaf€ry the Itaiiakiii ^i^ French end the p\j^tch^ 
^ould have ccntikued ti pour upon ,us their SMs^, 
papery Hkts^ I>ruggefs, Stttffs^ RatiwiSj^ andi 
evei^ Spauiifh-w«^/ Clothi^ 

Gee wottU haire done well to have peintfid out 
the Rcifpnis wfev our Neighbours give lefs Wagas^ 
and confcqucntly can fell cheaper, and finee he 
h^ not done it, I fhatl attempt it. As- the 
Italians arc more remote, and pay deafer Fre^hl» 
on their Goods^ to England thae the Freneh aitti 
' Dutch our Ipf e^hhours^ I fiiaiU confine myfelf^ 
wholly to the latter. 

The Reafon why the Frthch work cheapa- Aarir 
mti 'n the care their Government takes of neft 
taxing many Neeeffar ies of Life> or IVCaterials of 
Manufaiiure, but that the Manufa&urei^ fliaU 
fte fupplted with them in tte eheapeft mimner^ 
whereby Necei&riicSi bearing onljr thetr r»tur^ 
Price^ tb^y can tSSotA to W€hrk an4 HA che^lpe^ 
than we ; 'tis the Ta^ees that make the diifetenoe* 
To prove this I ikall c|Uote the Author of » 
Pamphlet called, Qhferijatitns vn Britifh ff^ooh 

EiU^d in 1739^ iaid to be Wrote by a Perfoa 
nt abroad by the Mtniftry to inquiire intt» the 
S^te of the Woollen MfomifaAures among oils' 
Neighfabursi and what Woei was fmaggW to 
ihcm ; he inforfais ua ia ftge 8, Thai ^ArFrenda 
find vah ^uantkies cf Staffo;, StecMngs^ &ec tm 
Spain, Pbrtugal and Italy v and undekfeti us ro cr 
U per Gain And in p. t\y The Reafm iht^ 
iSoods are to he Sought che^^kr in Franee, theiH ii^ 
h', ioioufo the Leeboitr is ^ cbeapor thert^ 

And 
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Aftd he account9 ifv lra)»ur's being ^ cheaper 
there in p. %%\ At Lffle Am MagiftraU^ have 
tuih aSiarii^e, in a 6§munimt p^t (fiht TWnff, 
tm Simes high ; m tkg upper Ro^m of it they I^ 
9FheiHj Rvfy BarJ0 ; €iMa in the GeUafs ibey Ic^ 
WiiHy Oilj and Bmttdy : Theft Goods are bought 
' ^ up when th^ are cheapo an el fo fun as the Marbets 
-are fhort.. and Goods h^in to rife in the Price^ 
"then the Storehoufe is opened to the Poor^ d^at they 
-may buy what d>ey have occajion for at the old 
market-Price, This Storehmfe was built fince the 
Woollen ManufaHoryhathfoincreafed in this Town^ 
in order to fapport thai Fabrick^ which is a great 
Encouragement to the Mani^aSurers^ and a Means 
to keep Labour low. All other things that are need' 
ful to the Poor are alfo cheap' in proportion^ as 
Candles, Oily Stfe^ &c. 

Far from raiiing their Prices with Taxes, as 
^e dO) their Study is to make NeceiTartes cheap ; 
and can we wonder that they beat us by i o or 
1 2 per Cent, in the Markets of Spain, Poriugaly 
and Itahf ? 

' Having Ihewn how the French run away with 
our Trade by reafon* of our heavy Taxes, I ihall 
examine how the Dutch^ tfao' the moft taxed in 
the Nece^riee of Life of any People, beat us out 
f>f our Trade too, by fiating the D^fadvantagesx)f 
an Bngli/h Woollen Manuf££kurer, and the Ad- 
vantages of a Dutch one. 

The Difad vantages of an EngliJhWoei\eB Manu- 
jfieifliifer ave, i. Tiiat he iQuft buy ^-ead made of 
EngHfh Corn, tho' dearer than Foreiso, whenefay 
the Farmer has a Monopoly againff the M^mu-^ 
AAurer, and all Monopolies enhance the Frkaes af 
Goods. 2^ He has no Disawfaack on bis Corn. 
3. He has fio Drawback on his Mak. 4. He has 
Mio Drawback «A heMAti^ 5. He pajtt a Duly 
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•n hb Coals of los, per Chaldron in Lmdofiy and 
5 J. -in the Out-Ports. 6. He muft buy Engtijh 
B^U Pork, Mutton, Lamby and Butter, the' he 
Can have Irijh cheaper, whereby the Grazier has 
a' Monopoly againfl him, to make his Meat dear. 

7. He mtift buy Fifli caught by Britijh (except a 
few Sorts) tho' he can have it cheaper from the 
Dutcij French^ &c. whereby the Fiflierman has 
a Monopoly againft him to make his Fiih dear. 

8. He muft not buy foreign Hats, Cloths, Stuils, 
Stockings, or any coarfe Woollens for his Ufc 
that are cheaper now than Englijhj even tho' he 
could Cdi his own to greater Advantage than 
wearing them himfelf, whereby thefe feveral 
Branches have a Monopoly againft each other 
and the reft of the Nation, to make dl forts erf* 
Clothing dear. 9. He muft not buy French Linens 
for his Ufcy tho' ever fo cheap, whereby the other 
Linen Countries have a Monopoly againft him to 
make his Linen dear. 10. He muft not buy for 
his Ufe foreign Shearmens Shears^ Iron, or Tin 
Wares, tho' ever fo cheap, whereby thofe Mana- 
fadlurers have a Monopoly againft him to make 

-his Iron or Tin Wares dear. 11. He may not 
have feveral forts of Goods imported for his Ufe 
bought at the cheapeft Market, but only at the 
ufual Port of Shipping (Fide the Index w the Book 
$f Rates ^ Goods Inwardly Article 6.) whereby 
thofe Countries have a Monopoly againft him to 
make thofe Goods dear. \i. He may not have 
thofe above Goods ihi^p'd at the cheapeft Freights^ 
but muft be ftiipp'd on Britijh Ships, or Ships of 
the Country, and at the ufual Port of Shipping, 

' whereby ^thofe Ships have aMonopoly^againll hina 
to make thofe Goods ftill dearer. 13. He has 
heavy Cuftoms to pay on the Oil and Sope he 
ufes in manufii^turing his Goods^ which helps 

to 
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to advance their Dearne& 14. And laftly. He 
haslcMigexpehfivtf'Land-Carriagps to pay Xo Lon-^ 
don^ the chief Market for his Goods, the Navi- 
gation of our Rivers not being fufficiently im* 
pfjoved^ 

A Dutch Woollen ManuiaAurer is in a Situation 
juft the Reverfe of this; his Advantages are> 
I. That he may buy always the cheapeft Q>m 
that can be got to make Bread, has no Corn- 
Monopoly on him. 2. He has 5 /• per Quarter 
Drawback on Englijh Wheat ; computing Freight, 
and Charges, at i /. Sd, per QuAtter, he is fed 
by the Englifi) cheaper than their own People by 
3 J. 6d. in every Quarter of Wheat. 3 . He baa 

, 2 J. 6 d. per Quarter Drawback on Englijh Malt, 
to make his Drink come cheaper to him than to 

-our own People. 4. He has i d. per Pound Draw- 
back on EngUJh Leather. 5. He has Britijh 
Coals at 3 f . per Chaldron Duty, whicE is 2 x. 
cheaper than the Out- Ports, and 7 x. cheaper 
than the Londoners. 6. He may buy Beef, {ffr* 
in Ireland^ or any Country where it can be had 
cheapeft, has no Monopoly op him in this Cafe. 
7. He may buy Fifli of any that fell cheapeft^ 
has no Monopoly on. him in this Cafe. . 8. He 
may buy and wear the cheapeft Woollens he can 

g'X from any Country ; and if he can buy Cloth 
r his Ufe at 4 s. per Yard, he will, provided he 
can fell his own of 5 i. per Yard Value with^he 
ufual Profit, no Branch of the Trade has a Mo-» 
nopoly ,againft the reft of the People. 9. He 
< may buy the cheapeft Linens he can get, no 
Country has a Monopoly againft him in this Cafe. 
I o. . He may buy the cheapeft Iron and Tin 
Wares he can get, has no Monopoly againft him 
in this Cafe. 11. He may have all thofe Gooda 
(fpecified in the Index to the Book of Rates in 
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Ardck 6. ai G/fods Imwards) togirt wiecr 
eheapeft, bo Gouiktry iiaviog a Moaopofy asaiiift 
him. 12. He may have all iha above Qq»ds 
fiiipp'd on the cheapeft fidlit^ Shi^^ lu) Shippii^ 
having a Monopoly againft him. 13. Ht iom 
Cuftoms U> ligt^ tkat they are a mete Trtfe, 
has not the Prices of his Groods sailied by heavy 
Cu^ms^on his OQ and fiope. 14, Hb hx^ <iieap 
Waler*Carria^e almoft every whew. 

I ihall now ^rove, that was our Trade ^n^ 
finee, no Nation could hurt our Stjuple, the WboUeo 
Manufiidure, and that if .Cheapn^ pours In 
Goods to a Country, weihouki do ic en the Frsnch 
and Duuby iqfiesid of they on us ; eoefequentlY 
that Geeh Ot^ediQn is void. 

By the abovefflentioned Obfervaiaens on 
BritfJhWooij we find that the Frdncb czn 
fend to Sfkiin^ P^tugalj or Itafy^ ^q Stufe ' 
than fiiall now coft in Eughani 100/. 
cheaper by 10 or la psr Cent, fay la per 
Cent, cheaper, or at / jg 

In Page 6>^, I have proved that above 
half the pnefent Vidue of ouf Woolien 
Goods is :fi&4t]ous, that^oar Ta^teg, Mor 
nopdies^nd IlUjui^^ Laws advance ^tut - 
natural Value of our WooUen Goods ^hove 
104 per Cent* and that the ^ue natursd 
Value of i<>o /. worth of our Woolkn 
Gaods at pnefent ts but 49 /. 

&> that were our Taxes, Monq^olifs, 
and IH^jud^ed Law« r«mov^, ^o jBcufi 
that new 00ft joo/. might; be fait to Mar- 
ibttat 
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: i9l ipbficed by fr^Mti or i>Afrit T«Xfs ^n4 
natural Difadvantages on 49/. is an Advaacc ^ 
almoft 80 per Cent, pn the JEngliJb Price, 

Therefore the French and( Dutch^ who rtow 
beat 118 by 16 or i z ^^r C^^. *migh£ be beat by 
tis exceffivelv;,they could not Tell Woollens aff 
any fore^n Market until all out9 were fold, much 
leis pour them in here to ruin our Ma^u&iftures, 
as 6«rifnagined ; but the reft of their Tfade rauft 
decline greatly wherever we came m competition 
*with them, and where would be the Nation in 
Europi that could hurt us ? 
- By this it vappears, that 'tis only pur ill Re^« 
lations of our Trade that give tbnb Nations any 
Advantages againft us. 

Silks and Paper an Aill poured in^ upon u«, and 
the boafted Benefit to the WooHen Tradr bjT 
Rsfifttints at prc&nt is a Farce ; fer as our foreign 
Demand declines, our Reople naturally turA ail 
dieir Stocks to iiipply thp Home«-ConAunfition, 
until it is fo overelutted that great Quantities have 
faeen (bid for kfe than they eoft making, or at 
French Prices, which muft bmk an over-taxed 
EngUftman, Our People mami&Aure neaicr than 
any in Fek and Wool,.fo that foreign Hats, 
ioLoths, &r. being iU made, (kit not the Eng^ 
Tafle ; |br which reafim, if it Aould take ten 
Ycus tnne to br^eak the Remainder of our Ckt hiers« 
their Stocks would fell fo cheap, that the French 
cnuld do very little durii^ that time ; but after- 
wards, by ^ting ibme of our fiigitive l^Luia* 
iiAiurers to improve thesr cmm People, and un« 
derfeliing us fb vafiiy, they wiH run Woollen 
Goods as much as they do Teas, Brandies9 
ami rich Goods now, and reduce us to the State 
we wsene ^metiy in with refpoft to Flanders^ 
am. <hey up bi^ our raw Wod^ aiid scturaf it 
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us in Manu&dlures improved tliFeci^^imes its firft 
Value. " ' 

,^ . Two more ObjeSiions may be made* . 

Firft ^ That it feems contrary to Reafoh to take 
biF the Duties or Prohibitions On the Goods of 
any Nation that will not do the fame by our^. . 

Secondly y • That the Balance agtinft us with 
France muft increafe by taking off the Duties on 
French Goods. 

To the firft Objcaion I anfwer. That with 
regard to Duties, it is already proved that tliey de* 
ftroy Trade, and conftant Experience Okws us 
that Free Ports increafe it. If other Nations will 
deftroy their Trade, ours^ mwft rife upon . their 
Ruins; and would it not be abfurd for us toje^, 
fule, by a contrary Condud, to increafe ours? 
If our Enemies will commit ^ fuch Follies, why 
(hould we ? or rather, could we wi(h them to 
do worfe ? - 

Nothing makes a Country's Goods fo cheap as 
a Free-Port, confequently the fewer foreign Goods 
could beconfumed here ; more might be imported 
to.lay by for better Markets, the Profits on which 
muft enrich. us; for the cheaper our Goods are> 
the greater Vent they will have ; and the higher 
the Duties Foreigners lay on them, the more will 
be fmuggled upon them. 

Befides^ thofe Natk)n8 that are our Rivals in 
Trade, and perfift in keeping high Cuftoms on 
eur Goods, perfift alfo in refufing to make their 
Country an Univerfal Storehoufe, deny their Peo- * 
pie the Advantage of it, and fofce their Cuftomers 
to .buy at' other Markets thofe Goods they lay 
high Cuftoms on to prevent their comine in. If 
% Mercer> being a WeaVer> ibould ,reful€ to ad- 
mit 
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mit into bis Shop Damasks, becaufe he did not 
make, them, and tljiink thereby to improve the 
Vent of his other Silks, he Would foon find bis 
Miftake, for his Cuftomers that went to other 
Places for Damasks, would be importuiied and 
induced, if only to &ye themfelves trouble, ta 
buy other Silks they wanted at the (ante time. 
The Britijh Merchant y Vol. 3. p. 29 8^^ remarks^ 
that it is natural for us to buy every thing- we'want^ 
at the Shop where we are obliged to buy am thing. 
And would it not be ftrange if another mercer/ 
being alio a Weaver, fbould be angry with fuch a 
Man, ^and refufe to admit into his Shop the others. 
Satins^ becaufe he refufed to .admit his Damasks,: 
and thereby drive away his X?^^^ '^ ^^^^ general 
Traders that were wife enough ta improve upoa 
their Errors,, by admitting every thing that could, 
be fold with Profit ? The Cafe i& the famic with. 
Nations. 

Cuftoms on foreign Goods, hurt ourfelves.more 
than Foreigners, tho' our falfe Notions, of Trade 
make us think the contrary, by confining our 
Thoughts to the Seller, without regarding the 
Buyer;, who being our own Subjeft, fliould be the 
Perfon moft confidercd : As for Example, in tbei 
Cafe of 5j>^«/^ Oil ; we have laid a Duty on it,, 
no doubt to retaliate 00 the Spaniards the Duties 
they lay on our Woollens ; but whom does oup 
Duty aiFe£l^ not the Spaniard^ it cannot hurt 
him; for he being paid, for his OiU has parted' 
with his Property in it, and has nothing more ta 
do with, it ; But 'lis the Englijh Merchant whofej 
Property on Payment this Oil becomes,, and 
which might be called Englijh Oil, for fuch \xu 
xcality ' it then is 5 he is cramp'd by this Duty^ 
part of his Capital ia Trade is. taken away to pay 
\X^ the Intereft of which> and Officers Jf ee»^ ii^ 
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and oat, fliake the (^i too dear to export^ fie ^ 
not allowed that Profit, he snitft feH at hom^ 
and muft Aift the Load from his Shouldctrs on 
thcMamifefturcr who iHes it, and he on tfcc Con- 
-fomier, wfiereby our Goods are rendered dearer, 
dnd Ids ca^Ue of Exportation, 
' Here is a Duty on a foreign Commodity indeed,! 
but to be paid by our own People ; 'tis their Feet, 
are entan^ed in Ae Net laid for thefe Spaniards. 
> With regard to a Prohibition, this acknow- 
)edges the Goods it is laid on to be jgood and 
cheap, otherwife it were needlcfs ; for what 
Trader will buy bad or dear Goods if he can get. 
. b^er or cheaper, and they muft be neceflary, 
^Qtfeerwife they i^ould not be demanded, confc- 
qiien^ly would not be imported ; for who will im- 
port Godds where there is no Demand ? 

A Prohibition, on the Goods of any one Nation 
.^|es a Monopoly to* other Natiqns that raife the 
mjli Growths; thus the Prohibition of Spanijb 
.0ilt in the late War gave a Monopoly to GaltpcJyj 
all Monopolies raife the Prices of Goods; thus 
GaUpoly Oil, that before our 5^<7w}!^ Prohibition 
was fold for 15 to 16 Ducats the Salm, was there- 
by raifed to a6 and 27 Ducats ; the fame with all 
other Sorts of Goods ufed inftead of Spanijhy 
whereby the Merchants Profit on the advanced 
Price, and that of the feveral Tradefmen whole 
Hands thefe Goods pafTed thro% did further en- 
hance their Prices vaftly to the Cbnfumer ; which, 
. fince my making this Remark, bath been verified 
by a Petition of t^e Clothiers ofStroud-fVater (and 
ot moft of our grcatcft Qothine Towns) prefented 
to the Houfc of Commons, Feb, 2, 1742, com- 
plaining that fince the Prohibition the Price of 
OtL is advanced from lefs tiian 26/. to 60 A a 
Tun. . L 

But 
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r SuKt ic wiU be obgedad that on the Dechratmi 
of War t Spain, pnohibited cmr Goodfi. 

To whkb J anfwcr. That hear 7 Taxes wkh • 
naiiy ether DiiEcuUies are the Confcquencosf ^ 
War, Md to a time of fiich a general CMamity^* 
h it not ^bftiod to Aft^efe our Trade in makii)]^ 
QHX P«of)le buy bad or dear Goods of Foragners, 
by a PnDbibttion againft any one Nfatiofi, whMi 
odier Natkos having the liice Commsdities, tafce 
the Adyaotage of and raife their Prices upon tisf ^ 
1$ not this adding an unneoeflary Tax upon our 
People, whereby tbcy grow fboner impoveriibed' 
tod fioable to' fupport a War? if the Spaniards 
will commit fucb Blundeis, why (bould we imi* 
tateihemf 

Tcade cannot^ will not be forced, let other 
Natiofis p^ibit by what Severities they pleafe, 
IiseerdI will prevail; they may embarrafs their 
ewn Trade, but cannot hurt a Nation whofe Trade 
i^ 4»De» lb nNtch as themfehres. Spain has prohi- 
t)it«l our WooUetis, but had a Reduftion .of our 
Tastes broughi them to tbetf nattiral Value only, 
they would be the dieapeft in Enrope of their 
Goodnefi^ coniequently muft be more demanded 
by tbe Spamards^ be fmuggled into their Country 
tn fpite of their Government, and lipid at better 
Prkesj their Petipk would be dearer clothed with 
Duties and Prehibctions than without, confequently 
" maft fell their Oii, Wine, and other Commoditie? 
dearer, whereby other Nations raifing the likie 
Growths would giin Ground upon them, and 
tbei^ Balabce of Trade grow kfs and leis : But 
jfaoMld we fat that Reafon pn^ibit their Comjno- 
ditics? By no means, for the dearer they grow, 
no more than what are jiift neoeffiiry will he ufed ; 
- their ProhibttioQ does their own Sufine6, fome 
Biay be aocei&uryi frfaat are fo, we ^flbeuld «ot 

make 
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make dearer to our own Peo{:3e;> fome may be 
proper to aflbrt Cargoes for other* Countries, and 
why (hould we prohibit our People that Advan- 
t age ? why hurt ourfclves to hurt the Spaniards ? 
if we would retaliate eiie£tually upon them for 
their Ill-intent, handfom Preiniums given to our- 
Plantations to raife the fame Growths as Spain j 
might enable them in time to. fupply us cheaper 
than thc.Spaniards could do, andenablifli a Trade 
they could never recover. Premiums may gain 
Trade, but Prohibitions will deftroy it ; of which 
kt the following Example fufficeT 
- Portugal being linitea to 'Spain in the Reign of 
PbiUp the lid. during, the Revdt of the Dutch, 
Puffendorf in Page 78, of his Inirodu£fien to the 
Htjioty y Europe, tells usj That Philip ^««f intent 
upon the reducing of the Netherlands^ thought thai 
nothing could do it more ^eSfually than tojiop their 
Trade and Commerce wsth Spain and Portugal, y&r 
hitherto /^^ Dutch had traded no further^ being- 
ufed to fetch away their Commodities from thence^ 
and to* convey them into the .more northern Parts 
c/* Europe. Upon this .Conjiderntion Philip con^ 
eluded -that if this way of getting Money were once 
Jiopp'dj they would quickly grow poor, and thereby^ 
be obliged tofubmit. But this Defign had a quite 
contrary EffeSi^ for the Hollanders themfelves being 
excluded Trad^ with Spain and Portugal, tried 
about the end of the latter Age to fail to the Eaft'^ 
Indies y and as foon as they had go} Footing there- 
they greatly impaired the Portuguefe - Trade ^ who 
hitherto had been the file Managers ofit^ and after* 
wards took from them one Fort after Mnothet . And 
the Engliih, with the Ajjiftance of Abbas King of 
VcxfoL^ forced from them tie famous City of Ormws\ 
Nor was this all^for the Hollanders took from them 
a great Part of jBrazile andfevtral PlacH en the 
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af^y Africa, which thi^ Hollanders, in all pr^- 
^ilit^i W9uld have had no reafm to atten^t, if 
rtugal had remained a Kingdom hj. itfelf and 

d not been annexed to Spain. /. e. It no Pro- 

bition had happened. 

Second Objection. That the Balance againft us 
ith France muft increafe by taking ofF the Duties 
1 French Goods. . 

Anfwer : Here Experience oin decide by cona- 

siring the Difierence of the Balance againft us 

^hen we had a Free-Trade formerly, and later 

imes, when moft Sorts of French Goods are 

loaded With fuch high Duties as . amount to a 

Prohibition. 

No Perfon who has read the Britijh Merchant 
will fay that he is a partial Author in fevour of the 
Anfwer to this ObjeAion. 

In Vol. III. Page 106, he fays. The JlaUd 
Maxim among Merchants to know whether the 
Trade he for or againji us^ is to have recourfe to 
the Courfe of fixchange^ it is a Nicety many of our 
Merchants are thenUelves unacquainted with, yet 
as the Exchange holds the Balance of Trade^ fo as 
that is for us or againji us it immediately decides 
the Point. 

If the Exchange be above the Far of the Mon^ 
of the Country we trade with^ it is a plain Argu- 
ment that the Balance is on their fide^ for no Man 
will bring Silver from a Country when the Ex- 
change is more favourable than the Coin^ 

The Author of the Political Reflexions on the 
Commerce and Finances rf France, elegantly call^ 
the Exchange the Barometer of Commerce, 

In the Year 1683, it appears by the Britijh 
Merchant^ Vol. I. Page 332, that tho' there Was 
m Prohibition, yet he. tells us in Page 338, The 
Cwrt hindtrod the Execution of it, ui. T^ncred 
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RoUnfm the PhyAcun, ftvoured me with th^ 
Sight of a Menurnndum hz made in that Year, 
on his fistting out for Parys^ viz. for ^o/. Sterling 

?\\A in Lcnmtf he revived a Bill pf Exci^aoge on 
tfm for 259 Crowns i Livre. . , . 

The Briiijh M^rchgnt in VoL III, 
Pftge.n?, ipjbrijw (19, tbeP(ir of 
the Exchange was 54 d. Sterlings for 
tie $ld F«cw* Cr4vm: Tfcerrfofe 
hf fiiCHdd ^av^ paid only i;8/. 7 >, 
fer ?59 Qrowna 1 Ljvre, confe* 
fluemly ^e^ J^xchange wa$ in tb^ 
PisfevQwr pf England, poj quite ^ 3 //r Cent^ 

Ih the Year 1686. the Prohibition 
bting finite tsiJc^ oiF» the £n/{^ 
i4^rebanU Vol I. p, 9 iJB, ijiforms 
us, the Exchange was at §6d. per 
Cr^wny x\j£ Par as a^vp ^ing 5 4 i. 
ibc Ei^chan^e was in th^ Dismvour 
^Engkndaimt 3 i ^*'' C#«<. 

Jij tJw Year i7?9» the French ^ 
.Good$ having b^en loodefl fsver fince 
King ^/7///7;f, the Third'e Jleign, 
yfith fuch lligh Duties on moft Ar^ 
tides, as amount to a Prohibition, 
^y Cufifiign's Paper of Jt&r^i a^» 
i^ Bxfbangt was at %sl d. i per 
Eat Tsumiis^ 

By Sir IJimc Newt»ri% Table tf 
Ajfaysy Weights^ &c. of Foreign 
Coins y pMi&d hyWillock in 1 740, 
iho Par is tgd. 149 /)#r. wsis in 
the Disfavour «f England above 1 1 per Cent. . 

In the Year 1740, by Caflaing*% 
fa^ olPekk 3, /i^/ Efcehemge was 

'ot^zd, -f-. The Par, as above, was 

tetteDi^oufoffff^fftfabnoft tz per Cent. 

'By 
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: By di^ Cuftomhoufe Baoks 
•lir imports from Frm^ in 

1686, exceeded our Exports, fis 
hy Ae JSrijt^ Mrrchant^ Vol I. A s. / 
p. f05. 7^9i*9P *6 p 

' Headds&r Goods clandeftinfly 
imported, p. 306, 42(9«i}9 i6 9 
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TatalOvor-WgncettetYe^r £1,197933^ 1* 9 
Tbf5 ^A/c/» M^cbmi fry3 above^ 7*^/ ^Ar, 

Mifffbdngf holds ib^ S^kmce (f Tntde ; fo as th^t 
u fjfr m fir againft t^^ k imnudfoiifly (iicidfii ^ 
Point. By the fo <^ he fivift ^aean ocoporition^Uyt 
thftt is, that tfie Sfcpbange is {rfFe^iK^ by the fa- 
lance oF Tr^de, flgre^bk to the French Author 
above, as the (^kk&iv«er in the Barome^r 13 ^r 
the Ait«9o(^»rf . iks no Mun, that underfian^< 
Trjadc, can deny -this Truth, I flwU leave it to 
.4^ Curious to determine, what Proportion ^n 
Over-b^ance that afle£b the Exchange ^9iQft 
la ^ C//*^. jnuft hear ta on^ ^ iji97fS3^/- 
.19/, 9i/. <hat a&6i<d k only tbput ^ 4^^ 

Prmci takes from Briicin Wp(d» Corn, Dye^ 
Stais, HardUw»ites,'ai>d Tobaeco in great ^mat^ 
titles, ibme Indin Goods, Tin^ Lead, Ships, 

But iince France is incveaM m the WooUeii 
Mannfafture, in 'Mavigatbn, and in Sugar^pfeiM^ 
ing, T'ihe takin vaft Quantities of Wod and ftv*- 
▼ilions fiom Inland^ to improve her "ii&mifaAures, 
Vfftuftl her Shfifs, and fupply her Colonies, whieii 
amount to vaft iums yearly; and thcf thefe tat^ 
tides a«e valUy. incrc»4ed, yet^fil the Balance -of 
Trade-cannot be brought in our Fnfour; frohi^ 
Iritions and :bigh Duties inve floade k vaify 111009 

Di&d<»' 
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Diiadvantageous to us than in the Times of a 
Free-Trade, the Difierenoe in the Exchaoget 
being almoft i z to 3 • 

As the general Intereft of the Nation, with 
refped to our Trade, feems to have hitherto been 
litde underftood^ let us examine this French Trade 
a little £irther. 

Our great Dealings with this French Shop for- 
merly, were occafion'd by its Cheapnefs, {an ex- 
cellent Caufe) and its beine near us occafion'd 
^heap Carnage, {better and better) andtho^ the 
French had a great Balance again ft us yet other 
Nations had the le(s ; but Party-Prejudice running 
high againft the French ^K\t\!^s ambitious DeTiens, 
in King Charles the Second, and King fVilTiam 
the Third's time ; and this Balance tei ng con- 
fidered abftiiadedly, without any View to our 
general Trade ; an inconfiderat^ Zeal hurried our 
Anceflors into the vain Scheme. of diftreffing the 
French King by Prohibitions and high Cuftoms on 
his Goods, not confidering the hurt we fhould 
thereby do ourfelves, and without ever efiedually 
putting in Motion thofe Means that were prac* 
ticable to e^fe our own Trade, fo that we only 
difpers'd, during our laft Wars, our Trade to 
dearer Nations; we bought dearer German and 
Dutch Linens, dearer Italian and Dutch Silks* 
Paper, isfc. as if it was better to (Kty thofe Na* 
tions 15 or iZd, for what the French would fell 
£ox I s, diftfeffing our People by dear Prices and 
thereby draining us of our Money the fafter ; for 
dich larg^ Quantities of cheap French Goods as 
were confumed here, being prohibited, made the 
Demand greater for the Dutch, German^ and 
Italian dearer Goods, giving them at th« fame 
time a Monopoly againft ourfelves, which made 
them niife their Prices on us ftiU higher. Qno 
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ivould he apt to think that our Forefathers had 
a mind to drive all the Money out of the Nation. 
For God's fake \ let us have Wit in our Anger, 
and not pay dear Prices to pretended Friends when 
Enemies will fell us cheaper ; let us befriend our* 
felves a little, by faving our Money, which is the 
the Life of Trade and the Sinews of War j let 
us keep this Power in our own Hands, to com^ 
mand Weight and Refped from our Neighbours^ 
not fquander it away to them, and be forced to 
court the Aififlance of thofe we give Power to, 
and fometimes even court in vain : So much fof 
Times of War. 

But -in Times of Peace the Smuggling-Trade 
goes on eafier, high Duties are Temptations that 
promote it, Minifters' of State may be bribed to 
brow-beat or difcharge Officers for doing their 
Duty } Goods that in a Free-Trade coft but 100/. 
being charged with 50 per Cent- Duty, a Smug- 
gler wtll|fdl for 120 or 125/. for the Risk muflr 
be paid for, tho' the Duties are faved ; .fo that 
even the Smuj^ling-Trade cofts us more than a 
Free- Trade, and may perhaps be one of the Rea- 
fons that the E^chan^ with France is fo much 
againft us : Whereas, had our Country been 
made a Free-Port in King Charles the Second'^ 
time, and. all Taxes laid on the Confumers of 
Luxuries, the French themfelves during their laft 
Wars with England^ would have fled from Mifery 
mt home, to a Country that by its Freedom from 
Taxes and Eafe in Trade, feemsto invite the Efta- 
blifhment of all Manufa6tures, our Balance to 
France could not have arofe to that deftruSive 
Height it has been at, nor had the French ever 
made the Figure in Trade they now do. 
V The Courfes of the Exchanges are Fa£b nott>» 
rious to People convexfant in Trade > upon thofe 

Fa^ 
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Fads I f«ft my Afgyinents, in ^nfwer to the 
abovt ObJ9<3ioft; by wpieh it Jippears ptaWy, 
^t a Ffce^Port Trs^ik; wo|il4 l^flen tte Balaacp 
i^infl 11$, even wUh France'* agreeable tp the 
Authfiir 0i BrkamH» Lisugfi^w, whp ki p, a8i, 
fiiys, ^w // «ii^ W b^^i ^P thf Gr9unds and 
Re^oHh rf the I)fC4iy ^ H4r £ngli(h Tradij we 
Jhall -find ihtm tp it n$ ^thtr than $Hr nvn ill 
Cannituihns in Trade^ which are mt a bit re^ 
tneiied by the Fr^nt^Ji Prohiiniionf and therefore 
will pr^ent emy Jd^iMMftflge we mi^ht^ perhaps^ 
^heeeyjife regerue fropi (t. And in p. ? 8^, Sheuld 
we fappofe that it (i. e. the Prohibitim) would 
r^fi^re the Balance^ nay^ that it fiould render the 
national Tradf of, England fomewh^t ^eeiefifial^ 
pet it muji be confefs^d, th^t a eompUat R^lt^tiom 
ef our Tr^de would render it prodigioum mort 
beueJiciaU (perhaps mpre than all the Trade ef 
JiMtQ^hefides) cc^derifig how our Jdvant^g^s f9 
^rade would red^cf ike Trade of our neighbour 
ifeftions^ as purs does improve. 
: Natwtthftanding what has been faid in /av«iif 
of a Fre^-Port, fueh firong Prejudiced ^gamft 9 
Free Trade wkfa Frtinee^ have be^n raiieiil by ar^pft 
pf ^ur lale Authors pn thb Subje<^, i?hat few 
People faave any but frightful Ideas of it. T))^ 
British Mercbmty a Work in giieat Repat^jon, 
im brought beiA^y OU^iocifi againft a Traiie with 
frifmei the Str«figfh of wbi^h, it may not he 
imprcfor to £xaJ3nioe, In Vol* I. p. 1 ^, jie fiiya^ 

I. 

. Gokb inip9rt$d i4 be re^xpfrHi-^ h iftUi^ 
national A^awtage $ hut few or m Frenich Gooelf 
4nje etJ^ exported fi^nm Gf^at-Bntain, ti^eM to 
mr JPieMations^ tut an all trnfumd at hrne^ 

thtrefare 
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l^errfore rto Binefit can ti reaped this Ufay iy tbi 
Frendk Trade. 

IL 

s 

Letting Sh'tbs to freight cannot hut he effome 
^ refit to a Nation ; hut it is very rare if the 
French ever make ufe of any other Ships than 
their oyjn ; they viSiual and man cheaper than 
WCt therefore nothing is to he got from them Ij thii 
Article* 

III. 

things 4baf are of a^ute Nlfc^JH^ caftkot hh 
reehned prejudicial to a Nation i hui ^r&Ace jn^ 
daces nothing that is iiecejaiy^ or e^eH cortvent^/tti, 
* bkt tabich tUe had better he witbotH. 

' Each of tbefe Obj^aions is introd«(e^d ikith i 
general Mieixim which the French Trade .is ajfeit- 
ed t6 b6 intonfiAeat with, and if underftood ae* 
cording to the prefent or then State of our Trade; 
imfr (Bunded Jn Truth; fo that I would not -be 
thought by the following Remarks to refleS on thp 
Authors of the Britijb Mertbtint^ fcr feafonably 
oppofing our engaging In "Trade ip^ith thfe French 
on unequal Terms during our preftnt ill R^lifk^ 
tions. But thefc Objeaidris arc founds only en 
thofe ill Refeufeltf<»1% for they otherwife have M 
weight, and will fal^to the ground when thfey are 
yemoved ; fo that they afleS not tn Engli/h^ un^ 
•taxed FredfPortrTrtde^kh Frames which KhaB 
endeavour-tD prore^ and Jfaall farther confirm by 
proving, Tfiatha^burTnitie no Incumbrance on 
it, a Trade with France ifiuft \M bSnefltM. 

To the firft Objeaion, I infwir, TAat it dlA 
jproceed only from our ill fft|ulAli€MH(iriout iTnKir; 
*•'•"- for 
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for high Cufioms prevent Merchants engrof&ng ia. 
cheapTimes, the Duties running away with great 
part of their Oqpitak, the Intereft of Money ly- 
ing dead for Duties^ is fuch a Charge as no Trade 
can bear that is rivalled by People free from fuch 
Clogi ; befides, great ^rt of the Duties on French 
Goods are not repaid on Exportation, fo that it is 
impoffible to fend them to any Market but our 
Plantations; our Monopolies and Ill-judged Laws 
that make Navigation dear, prevent our giving 
that Vent to the French Goods which the Vutci 
are capable of doing, though they have not the 
natural Advantage that we have, and they che- 
rifh this Trade that we condemn as one of their 
beft Branches, being a great Support of their Na- 
vigation. According to the Reprefentation of the 
Body of Merchants to the French King in 1658, 
a Copy whereof was fent to the States-General by 
their AmbaiTador Boreely the Exports of France t9 
Holland and'En^zxi^ (Vide Memoires de De IFit^ 
p. 2». the Britijh Merchant , VoL 2. p. 232.) 
amounted ta ^o Millions 
rf Crowns J making f 6,750^000 

The BritiftyMerchant, 
Vol. I. p. 306, makes 
mir Imports from France 
in 1686, by the Cuftom- 
Houfe JccountSy amount 
to £ 1,284,419 10 oy 

To which he adds of 
himfelfy/tfr Goods clan^ 
defiinefy imp0rtedy 428,139 16 09 

But to leave no room 
for Cavilf in Vol. 2. p. 
238, he publilhet am 

Jkcoumt 
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BroughtovcrjC i,7">S59 ®7 o® jC^>7S^>^^ 

* AeeoHHt of Mr. 
Wottxtfsywbieh 
madt ourinportt 
from France «- 
fwtfivr j^Mr^ iro iB,6oo,ooo 00 00 

i£4»3i«»559 ^7 ^^ 

The Medium bf which two Ac* 
counts is t,i56,279 13 oi 

■ » 

Which being deducted, the 
Remainder mutt be the Dutch 
Imports, amounting to iC4'$93>7^^ ^ ^^ 

I>^ /i^/, in his Memoirs^ p« 211, lays. The 
greate/ifarto/tbeFrcnchExports ^r^^r Holland ; 
the above Account verifies it ; and in Page 2 14, he 
fays. That the Dutch confume and fell almojl all 
the fVines and Salt that go out of France ; and in 
Page 213, he fays, // is certain that the French 
gain every Tear upon the Dutch above 30 Millions 
of Money ^ he fides the Goods they fend to France ; 
thefe I take to be Livres, making 10 Millions of 
Crowns at 54 ^/. is 2,250)000 A 

The Dutch cannot confume that Quantity of 
French Goods, for if they did, they could not 
have a Shilling left in the Country with fuch ati 
immenfe yearly Over-lyalance for near a Century i 
therefore the Bulk of thefe Imports mufl be for 
Re-exportation, which the Objedion fays is cer- 
tainly a National Advantage ; this the Dutch know, 
and feel the Sweets of, for they were fo far from 
being, like us, frightned at the Amount of the 
Imports, or the Over-balance above, tho* vaftly 
Superior to ours, that neither the French War in 
i^een Ann^s Reign, nor the Intreaties of their 
AUies, could perfuade them to prohibit that Trade; 

nay. 
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nay, th07 are. gr6wh exceffitcAjr rich with dnble 
the Importation that we thought would biWUF as. 
Such clear Perceptions have ^ Dutth of TraA, 
and that true Foundation of it. Freedom: Sach 
Enemies are thejrto PrcAihitiond, or to give^anjr 
Foreigners Monepelies i^ainft them, or to pay 
dearer to Friends 4yr what Enemies ^31 fell them 
cheaper. Therefore as the Dutch reap* a Benefit 
^ this Trade, .much more may i^EngliJhy wh^ 
^Katural Advantages^ ifdifencumbered, ait^gre^atet 
than theirs. 

To the Second I anfwer. It is notorious that 
ibreign Ships frequent the /r^;7f;& Ports a:nd t^ke ih 
Ladings, fcmd df which I prefume are for Ptirtch 
Accooi]^ ; bnl that we can get ifothSng ftdm chem 
(^Freight, beoaufethey vidualslnd man cheaper 
thali'Wti; can arsfe only from our ill Relations 
in Trade, for our natund Advantage are fuperior 
to theirs in Navigation* 

In the Shipping: Article the French are d^fi- 
dent, and forced to buy of us to a large Amount 
y^riy. 

i« the Vi6liuaHing-Article the Fnncb are defi- 
cient, and forced to boy in Jriland to a large 
AmbufU yearlyi 

Thef<$ Articles bring fonle Profit to our own 
People^ and are attehded with ibme Cbafg^ in 
thMr TVanfpoorteticin to the French^ conftqiMnUy 
aire enhanced in Pri^e* to diem. 

By- our Bounties we fur niih the French with 
^Wheat for Bi&uit at ^x ^ 6d), pirX^rM cheapo 
than Oiir own Ptopkr, Fide pL 1 27. 
' Thai tbtFtench man thsa^r than w«, I d&Ai^ 
though they pay le& Wages ; for not bcira (o oa^ 
pert as we^ they are fdrcnl to put ,more Hmiids Cm 
b6ard th«ir Ships^ wheneby thctr Expenees are^ii^ 
]Utf»eed by addicienal Wag^aod GpiAxa^k^H qf 

Stores i 
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Stores; to which add the Advance of Infu;-3nce 
they are forced to pay, no Infui^r in general will 
under- write on French Ships for fo low Premiums 
^ on EngUJh. 

Before the Prohibition . of Irijh Provifions we 
viftuallcd cheaper than any People, and fold to 
both French and Dutch \ and was that Monopoly, 
with our Taxes and Bounties, taken of, we (hould 
be in the fame State as before, confequently vidlual 
cheaper than either. 

As Cuftoms and Excifes enhance the Prices of 
Neceffaries, they make all Viftualling and Stores 
come dearer to out Owners of Ships, 

As Cuftoms and Excifes enhance the Prices of 
Neceffaries, they oblige the Sailor to demand high 
Wages to fupport himfelf and Family. 

We have more Sailors than the French^ as ap- 
pears bv the Lifts of Ships at foreign Ports, con- 
fequentlv (hould navigate cheaper ; for it is a Maxim 

in Trade, The greater Plenty of Handsy the lower 
the Wages. ^ 

But this Benefit we defeat by our Navigation- 
Aa, which gives the Sailors a Monopqjy againft 
our Merchants, fo that on the leaft Spurt of Trade 
they extort exceflive Wages. 

Let thefe ill Regulations be removed, and wil' 
any one fay that the People whd are Buyers o^ 
Ships, and Victuals for them, can navigate cheape*" 
than the Sellers ? that the People who put th« 
mbfb Hands on board, and pay a high Infurance» 
can navigate cheaper than thofe that put few feands 
on board, and can be infured. the cheapeft of any 
People ? that a Nation that has a ^efs Number of 
Sailors can navigate cheaper than another that has 
a greater ? that a People that pay arbitrary Taxes 
can navigate cheaper than thole that pay voluntary 
Taxes \ It cannot be. ' 

H As' 
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As no People by their Katqral Advahtages caft 
itaavigate fo cheap as We, to no I\bopte atie enableil 
Ao give firch ^ Vent to their Gro^vths, Manu- 
tfaftures and Imports as we, and thofe Natioffs 
5thot wotild^ve theirs the fame Vent muft eiflploy 
-^jur Shipping, or tra(Je to Difadvianfage ; thei-efo^e 
•we cin force the jRr^«r^ either to give tfsFrfeight^, 
.i)r ruin their Triade,. either of xvhich faiuft leJTeYi 
• their Navigation, Riches and PoWer, ahd ihcreafe 
-oiirs. 

To the Third I anfdver, Thefe Very Authors, 

'In Page 1 5, rtckon, that h&d tie hMes on FreiiCh 

Goods been lower id according to the Stipulations th 

iibe Treaty of Commerce made at Uti-echt/OKf* an^ 

^ual Cmfaifiption of Fi'ench Linens would hatu 

been 600,000 /. being the grfeateft Afnount of any 

one Article : This Objeftion therefore is a Miftake, 

occ^fioned by an over Zeal; fbf it appears by the 

fame Authors, Vol. i, p. 283, that we ufed to im^ 

port from France fe<ueral necejjary Atftchs^ fuchas 

JPrunes^ Salty Sope^ Thready &c. 

I r believe ;I need not prove Linens to be. either 

-ncceflary or cdnvehient, fihce no body ckn deny 

it, therefore France produces fomethihg that We 

want, and until we can giaiii the MahuEi6lure 

of it ourfelvcs (which the retnoving the Clogs on 

our Trade only can eReft) highly neceflary to be 

bought Where cheapeft, which 1 ptefuihe by the 

^Quantities imported, and the Prohibition, to have 

ibeeh in Ftanct, otherwife the Prohibition had been 

fieedlefs; add if we raifc the Price ti French Li- 

fiens by Cuftoms to exceed other Foreign that are 

dearer, I have proved in Page i2i, that we diftrefi 

6ut wh die Trade ; and in p. 107, that by a Free- 

Pbrt Trade we muft eain that ]Vlanufe6lure, at 

:leaft for our own Cohmmption. 

I come now to a bold AtteAipt, and what at 
;£rft .View will fiartle moft People, and that is to 
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|wW^e, that were all our Taites, Monopolies, and 
Ill'judflcd Laws removed, or, in other Words, if 
bur Trade had rio Indumbrance dn it, but was 
quite free, that then our Trade to Frana muft be 
beneficial. 

The Authors of the Brittjh Merchant, Writing 

^alnft the Treaty of Commerce rtade witn 

France 2X Utnchtj compute, that had the Duties 

on French GboHs been loweted accttrjiing to thofe 

Stipulations J wijhouldbavefaid iol^kntpyearfy 

for WiHe^ £ 45 0,000 

Brandy^ " 70,000 

Ltneny 666,000 

Paper ^ 30,060 

Sf/ij, 500,000 

^1,650,000 

• 
L^ us examine how much of t];iis S^um v^e 
Ihould pay if our Trade W^s quitd fr^e. 

As to the Wine- Article,' I agreb, that being tfle 
moft efteemed of any in Europe^ our Importatiolti 
might even exceed that SuMi bu^ great part of it 
would be reduced by our Re-exj^rtalion ; for our 
Natural Advantages being greater than the Dutch^ 
we fliould give, thofe Wmes % greater Vent than 
they werp yet ever able to do, and be the conimdn 
Carriers of them, by which nieani our Prbfits and 
Freights would make our own Confumption coii^e 
very.cafy, eafier than ever it Was to Holland ; but 
to avoid all Objedion, I will allow for that £x« 
pence the above Sum of 450,000 /. 

As to the Brandy- Artide, that could not coll , 
us any thing ; for as our Rumi can be imported 
cheaper, and is mor«e wholfoni, our Confiimption 
would be chiefly that, fo the Brandies imported 
would be chiefly for Re^aqfiortation ; for which 
Reafon I can't help thtricih^ bu^ the Profits and 

H a Freights 
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Freights muft gready* exceed our Confumption in 
' Value. 

But there is one Confideration that wQl reduce 
this Wine-Artide, and that is. That as it is not 
a perifliable Commodity, we fliould hoard up in 
cheap times vaft Quantities, and when the Mar- 
kers were advanced by bad Seafons, or other Ac- 
cidents, make extraordinary Profits by the Stocks 
we had by us,, which befides would be- a great Be« 
nefit to our Navigation. 

As to the Linen, Paper, and Silk- Articles, them 
I ftrike out entirely, for by the Encouragement 
of our Trade we muft gain thole ^Manu&duresy 
as is proved in p. 1 07 ; 

Therefore all thefc 
mighty confumptive Im- . 
portations are reduced 
only to the Wine- Article 
above of ^ 450,000 

In Vol. I, p. 15, the 
Authors of the Britijb 
Merchant compute our 
yearly Exports to France 
§n the Peace at only £^ 200,000 

Whereas in p. 305, 
by a Cuftom-houfe Ac- 
compt they publi(h,t;rz. 
from Mich. 1685 to 
Mich. 1686, (in which 
are wanting the Mi^ 
chaelmas Quaher for 
Dealj Dartmouth^ 
Whitby and Milford) 
our Experts amounted to 515,228 

Notey In this Ac- 
count there is no men- 
tion either of the Wool 
4m: Ship- Articles ; the 

Corn- 
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Brought over £ 715,228 
Corn-Article amounts 
but to 14285/. 8*/. the / 
Hard-ware, under the 
Heads of Wrought- 
Iron, Qock- work, and 
Nails, amounts but to 
1646/. I2X. 6ii. and 
the Tobacco but to 

2793 /. 9f- 2^. 
In Vol. 2, p. 238, 

they quote Mr.fV/ny, 

who makes our an-^ 

nual Exports amount to i ,000,000 

£ i,7i5>"8 
The Medium whweof is £ S 7 1 >742 

The Dutch can't be fuppofcd to 
export lefs, of their French Imports ' 

than the Amount of what De fFit 
iays the Over-balance of Frana is 
on them, wz.^2,250,000 /. which 
is a very moderate Computation, 
for it makes their annual Con* 
fumptidn hx fuperior to what- 
ever Englan£% was proved to 
be, and muft be a great deal too 
much for that frugal Peofde ; now 
the Freights, Charges, and Profits 
paid the2>w/f^ on that Re-exporta- . 
tion cannot be lefs than 1 oter CenU 
amounting to 225 ,oco /. clear Gain 
to Holland by that Trade. 

As the natural Advantages of 
Britain zve (hewn in p. 75. great- . 
ly to exceed thofe of Holland^ fo 
by a Free-Port Trade we cannot 
be fuppofed to give a lefs Vent t« 

- H3 tag 
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Brqught over £ 57i^7i^ 
our French Imports than the DutclK 
did, or with lefs Profit, therefore ^ 
vit may fafely add to our Enports. 
the Gain Holland received by Re* 
exporting French Goods, amount* 
irg annually to 

From that inuft be deduced the 
Wine- Article above, amountvDg^ to 

Therefore the annual Beneik to 
Fritain from France by- st FiecnPort 
Tr^k mufl be at leatt- £ 346,742 

Pvr Goqds arerfoivtU nanuisbdiuted that their 
l^eatnefs reccmnoends tben^^ every v^h^CFO, nolhiiig 
obftruAs them but their dear Piios ; but was their 
££litious Vake once^ taleeft c^ they would coouD 
cheaper than evec.tbey yet verc, fo.that out £x-. 
ports to France would, naturally increafe, an^uoBJ^hl, 
exceed even Mr. .^^/sr^'sfComputatioftof i.Miln 
lion^^ Annum. 

The Letter in>]Dtt%noe»of:tlic.£^/«//tf CoflOk 
pany, printed in. 1677* pj. a. inforiii& ^s, Th^ 
there was former]}, vinded m Eranco^ anmtaJljf^. 
Englifli Drapery to the Afumnt. ^ 600^00^^ L Aat 
we beat the French- out^ of; foreign Marketa> tbeir 
Manufadures muftdeqay^ and of courfe they will 
want the greater Supply ^om us ; if they prohibit 
them by high EXities tfaej^ put themfdvea in thc^ 
; Cafe of the Spaniards^ P* ' 3 3 • 

Here is, I think, Demonftration to thole that 
will open their Eyes, that Great*BrJtaio^ by dii^ 
encumbringand making its Trade ^itd free, can-i 
not be hurt^ by France, much lels by any other 
Power in Europa^ but muft of neQpiity hold th»^ 
fir& Rank in Tiade. But 



. But noiK perhaps it wilj be faid. This £|youis off 
French Defigns, this Aut;hQr is a Qptiz&if&A French^ 
tmT{y the Frenck are akwlj'too.ppwi^^ful^ wp mufl|'- 
take care. 

To this I anfwer, Th^BriUfin^ fljpuld be al*. 
i^ays vigilant over the Defigns of Frarfce^ but need' 
not be afraid of her Po^w^r ; her wife Regulations* 
in Trade fliould be the Objeds we^fhould ^ep our 
Hyes upon, and out-dp, hcF '4 poffible, or elfe as > 
fhe rifes we muftJ^UjLi but it; iSjQm;: Comfoft that; 
our Remedy i^ aiw^ays io our ow^ Hands j nor caa 
t|jeii5 be any (olid Reafon for thi^ Na^ox?'$ paying: 
diearer tp other Countries for Goods we could buy 
<^beaMr in France: Would any wife Dealer in^- 
London buy Goods of a X)x//r^ bhopkeeper for 15 
or 18 ^. whj^n^ he cpu];d ha,ve the (itwc fi;om a>! 
Frmch $|ppp]$^;<^i; for i x. ? Would he not conilder 
that by fo djp^ipe he (l^uld empty his ovv:n Pocket^,^ 
tho fpopert a.Qa that in the ei^d h(^ would greatljr 
injure his Family by fuch Whims,? And (Kali thi$. • 
Nation commit an Abfurdity that flares every pri-* 
yate lyfen in the Face ? Do our good Friends, the ' 
Dutch^ comnait fucb a Blunder in favour of us?' 
They kQow their own Intereft too well, and havQ - 
too gpod Notions of Trade to do it. The prefent^ : 
Power of France is indeed great, her Dominion^^ 
ip Ev^ppi^. are b^ger^nd mpre populous by at leaft : 
•^ thsa o^rs ; b^t ^ her Naval Force cannot matcb,: 
the half of what we have, our Situation makes ut 
the only one of her Neighbours that need not fear * 
lier ; hefidcs, her People are not in prPportion {q. > 
rich, her Cdonies niot fo populous as ours: But 
the certain way to be fecure is to be more power* 
&], that is, to extend our Trade as far as it isi ca-' 
pableof; and as ReAraints have proved its Ruin, . 
tG rqeS them, and depend on Freedom for Securi- 
ty, bidding Defiance to \}cit Frmch or any Nation 
in Europi that took Umbrage at ouc jcxeiting our 
'. . H 4 Natural. 
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Natural Advantages. Before tlicfe Taxes we were 
more powerful^ why not fb again ? *Tis oUr own 
Fault if we are not. By the Britijh Merchanty 
Vol. 2, p. 2 3 2, the Exports of France in 1 6$ 8, ac- 
cording to De fFit^ Wife '£ 6,759,000 

And in p. 3 1 4, the Exports ^f Eng- 
land in 1699 were 6j78'8,ooo^' 

To which wc may add the Value 
of the four Branches of Trade gain- 
ed by a Free-Port, vide p.i 1 5, befldes 
the other Benefits not ex>unierated, 9,000,000 

N 

^15,788,000 

Suppofe the French to have now doubled their 
Traae of 1658, we can not only double the Value 
of ours of 1699, byt more, as appears above: Be- 
(ides, the Progrefs we fliould make in Europe and 
in xh^EaJt' Indies T>y a Free Trade, and the vaft 
Improvements our Colonies m, America are capable 
of, muftincreafe the Demand for our Manufaftures 
beyond what was ever known Let all thefe he 
duly confidered, , with the vaft Strength of our 
Navy, and the Fear of the French Pow^r muft 
vanifli like a Phantom. Imperator maris terror 
Dominusy is a Proverb applied by De Wit in liis 
Memoires^ to a King of Englana; let us examine 
whether this Remark on our Power will hold good 
at this time. If France can give Laws by Land, 
Britain can do it by Sea ; and in a little time the 
Sea will command the Land, for our Men of 
War can deftroy their Ships, ravage their Ciafts^ 
batter down* their Forts, and burn their Sea-Port 
Towns: this muft ruin their Trade, as Trade 
{oes fo muft their Money, and when the Money 
is gone the Armies cannot be fupported, they mufl: 
h^ drawn from the Countries tbey invade, or they 

wiU ' 



Decline of the Foreign Trade. 1 53 

will defert rather than perifli with Huneer for 
want of Pay. Had we puih'd oh' the War in 
Queen i/«ws Reign only by our Fleets, we {hould 
have given quicker Relief to our Allies, faved our 
Money, prevented a Load of Debts, and foon 
brought the War to a concluflonj for the ftrong 
Towns which we took in Flanders j with fo much 
Expence of Blood and Treafure, muft have been 
abandoned by the French Troops for want of Pay, 
want of Ammunition and Provifion> and have 
fallen into our Allies Hands without ihiking a 
ilroke, or making only fuch a faint Refiftance as^ 
the Queen of Hungaryh unpaid Troops and un*' 
provided Towns did lately. We have never yet 
exerted our natural Naval Force \ had the French 
ever felt the full weight of it they would be more 
humble, they would not dare' fo wantonly to in- 
vade our Allies on the Continent, for fear of draw- 
ing down our Vengance upon them. 

If any Englijhman (hould be fo vapourifc as to 
doubt whether Trade and Navigation can eSeft 
this, I defire him only to confider what a fevil^ 
Dutch Fifliing-Towns were enabled thereby to do 
in their Revolt from Spain^ whofe Power was then 
the Dread of Europe ; the mighty wars they main- 
tained by Sea and Land for fifty-leven Vears againft 
that Crown, which at laft gave fuch a Shock and 
ReduSion to the Power of Spain as it hath not 
been fmceable to>ecover. The extending at the 
fame time their Trade all over the World, ahd 
making vaft Conquefts in both Eaji and Weji-In- 
dies^ until they arofe to fuch a Prodigy of Riches 
and Power, that they became the Envy and Ter- 
ror of all their Neighbours ; and that from fo \o^ 
a Condition, that at the Union of Utrechty Pufl 
fendorfy in his Introdu£fion to the Hiftory of Eu- 
rope, p. 226, fays» ^hey coined a Medals where^ 
in, thdr Stats was reprefent^d bj a Ship mthout 

Us Saik 
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Sat It 9r RuddhTy I^ to the Merty cf tht WaHes^ 
with: this Infcription^ I|ioei>tuni:qu5 fatafemoL * 
And w31 not Trade and Navsgatilon have mater 
Eiieds lA thefe three Kinedbms, wbofe. Natural 
Advantages exceed any in Europe ? and bad two 
YeaiFs im a greater Nairal Force in Conuniffion 
than vXiEvrdpe could oppofe againft it in a Twalve- 
month^ and would we but exert it, ibouU hardly 
fisfier our Enemies to hate a Fifhing-boat at Sea^ or 
to^in a Penny thereon to pay Acmies to invade 
their Neighbours : This is theihoFteft, cheapeft, and 
heft way to reduce theexorfakant Power otFranee^ 
which, when diftrefs'd on the Sea-coarfb, Uke a 
human Body that has one Part difeded» #ill lan« 
guiih thiioQ^out, and affi>rd dn Opportunity to its 
Neighbours to make eafy Conquefta i^n it ia 
their torn. 

• Thene are two farther Gonfiderations in fiivoor 
of carrying on. a French War by Sea only, and 
ruining their Trade. 

: Jlnr^, What Trade they kfe we ihall gpt, 

for by haraffing their Coafls, their Merchant* 

men could not, without great Risk, get out or 

in; the 7»ri^, Eaft'Inainj Fifhing and Sugar* 

Trades would be rendered impradicable to 

them, and the Bulk of them fall into our Hands 

again: Every loo /. that we get by fupplanting 

them in Trade, or taking theirbhips, makes thena 

fo much v«reaker to defend, themfidves, and we {o 

much ilronger to attack them, which is a double 

Damage to them and a double Benefit to us ; now 

the ftronger our Attacks are, and the .weaker our 

Enemy's Defence, the fooncr muft a War termi-* 

liatc to our Honour : And the Spaniards^ whom wc 

are uncapable of attacking in any other manner 

with Succefs, have a Proverb, Pe% emlngalatirra 

y con todo el Munda Gutfra^ Peaawitb England 

and War fvUh nil the World \ fo (everely ^chcyK 

formerly feel the Effe&s of oar Naval Force. 
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. Sicmdy^ Money is the Sinews of Trade as wqU i> 
US War. Thp Bulk of our Kxpences iii a Sea War, . 
^ing laid Qut at Home or with our Colonies, cir- 
culates back again among our People, and prevents ' 
Qur Tr^de froip languiftiin* by a Scarcity of IW[o* 
pqy : Whereas the Bulk of our iExpences^ in %;-'' ' 
jp'aad War b^ing laid out abroad^ circulates among;; 
Foreigners, to the enriching of them, and thp fn- 
^uragement of their Trade, but to the impoverifh- - 
ing PIUS, and the Difcouragement of pur Trade. . 

'A $ea War is ojir natural Strength, and can ^ 
preferve our Riches, out Trade, and our Power. 
A Land War is our unnatural St;'ei)gtbj and always ^ 
has proved and always mult prove deftruftive to us. - 

But becaufe tb^ Incumbrances on our Trade at 
prefent have given the French fo much the Start 
of us in times of Peace, that War feemes abfo- - 
lutely neceffary to obftruft their growing Power : 
Might not a compleat eafing of our Trade, put - 
us in fuch a Situation as to be above Fear, confe* 
.quently unconcerned at /r^»f A Quarrels, and make : 
it contrary to our Interefl to be conftantly em*^- 
barking in them i 

To this I anfwer. That fuch a Sitiiation is one : 
of the many happy Effcfts of Freedom in Trade: . 
For turbulent Ambition defeats itfelf 5 to what a* 
low Condition has not a Set of War-delighting : 
Kings reduced the K-ingdom of Stueden? War * 
is fo far from increafing the Strength of any Coun- - 
try that h reafly weakens it, by cutting off feveral : 
Channels of Trade, by oppreffing the People with « 
grievous Taxes, by wafting their Numbers, by ' 
leflening their Riches, dragging away the Labo- - 
rious who bring them in, to recruit Armies which » 
diffipate them: What Pcrfon that can fly from • 
fuch Calamities- will "ftay to take part inr them ? ' 
What Nation that can avoid them would wantonly / 

bring thcm^pn?. / Cpunuics-are pQwexful by their r 
NUflabcii:s 
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Numbers of People, not by their Extent^: Spain 
tho' larger than France^ having \ lefs People is -J 
JeTs powerful; but France hj the Calamities of 
War » may reduce its People and Power to the 
Standard of Spain I and tho* it (hould thereby 
cfqual the latter in Extent, yet would that make 
it.ftill weaker, for the greater the Extent of 
any Country, the fewer the Number of People 
to defend it, the more eafy it is to .be at- 
tacked with Succefs. The United Provinces 
tho' not much above \ part of the Extent of 
Tortugal^ yet being 4 times as populous are 4 times 
as powerful. Where Tirade is moft free thither 
People flock, as may be feen in the United Pro^ 
vincesy therefore Freedom in Trade may make 
thefe Kingdoms more populous, confequently more 
.powerful than France^ and that fooner and the 
more fo, the oftener the latter embarks in deftruc- 
tive Wars, which if fufficiently attended to, or if 
our own Intereft only was conlulted, would make , 
us fit down quiet and eafy, without frightening 
ourfelves at every Motion made by French Pixmxes 
on the Continent, being afltir'd that the more 
Employment they have from their other Neigh- 
bours, the weaker they grow, confequently have 
the lefs Inclination and Ability to hurf us : 'Tis 
their pultivating the Arts of Peace that makes 
them truly formidable, and wmch we fliould 
dread ; not their lofing the Subftance i>y catching 
at the Shadow, in attempting to extend their 
F/ontiers with the lofs of their Trade and People j 
for then is our Time by prcferving a ftrid Neu- 
trality, to have the Trade ind Navigation of £«- 
rope left free and unrivalled to our Share,^ to itxr 
crcafe our People, and therewith our Power j the 
kappieflb Situation we ever can be in : A Situation 
the Dutch So hugged themfelves in lately, that evea 
the repeated moR humble Intreaties of our Mini* 

ft«w 
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Hers cou'd not prevail with them to quit, by de- 
claring Wi^r againft France, And tho* it is a 
hellifli Policy to fet other People together by the 
Ears for our own Advantage, yet if of themfelves 
they will commit fuch Follies, it is the height of 
Madnefs in us to diftrefs' ourfelves by entering 
into deftrudive Land Wars, to prevent the/r^^l . 
from doing, what we fliould moft wilh they 
would do. X 

But now methinks I fee fome Pditicians who 
would be thought to underftand Foreign Affairs, 
Ihrugging up their Shoulders and asking, whether 
we mall not be the laft devoured, when our Allies 
lire fwallowed up ? ^ 

To fuch timorous Gentlemen I anfwcr, that 
Foreign Affairs, in the literal acceptation ' of the 
Terms, have been (hewn above to be Af&irs 
quite foreign to us; that when our Allies find that 
we are not fo weak as to take their Loads on our 
Shoulders, or pay them for doing their own Bufi. 
nefs, they would exert themfelves in a different 
manner to what they have done of late Years, 
that they arc not fo eafily deftroyed as is imagined, 
that the French have no rcafon to boaft of their 
late Campaigns in Germany ; that fuppofing they 
fhould dcftroy thefe dear Allies, they muft by fo 
doing in fome degree deftroy themfelves, that 
Peace will increafe our Riches,^ and the Cala- 
mities of War on the Continent increafe our Peo- 
ple, and both increafe our Power : Now I would ' 
ask thefe Politicians, thefe Men of Foreign Affairs, 
what Probability there is of a weakened Nation's 
devouring a ftrengthened one, How by under^ 
ftanding our own Affairs and purfuing them only, 
vt%» in reviving our Militia, eafing our Trade and 
promoting goc3 Officers, in our Navy; the mer- 
cenary Slaves of an abfolute Monarch could devout 
Freemen in Arm3> fuperior in Numbers, fighting 



tro Am ^ F9j:Js^ ao^ wh^t Inftanq^ thecc ^re in- 
Hiftory %<> warrant fqch a Prc>digy ? 

Pat to r€tu.rn, Oax Piphibitiojns a^id high Duties 
have not ^:iiine4 U)C French^ who TOke a greater 
J'ig^re in Tr^4?, and wiipty oi^r Pockets mor^ 
Xj^in ^yerji Tq t,hat unl^s we liav? thereby ia^- 
oroved Qvir Trades to other CouBtrii^, we ^re in 
^ fiqe CpnditioA. 

The Authors of the Britrjh Merchant^ Vol. 2> 
p. 4, writing a^^inft theihamafql Treaty of Com- 
merce n\4d|? Vfjith Frqvcf at Utrecht in the Year 
*7'5> C*y> /^^ i"''-^ ^ MilUon even Tear hy tki 
h^hnce of'cur'^r^dfv^itb Pgrtugal and Italy ^ 
end near twice as much as that fuith Flanders, 
Cerm.^,y, ^nd ftojl^nd, and Jhall we venture the 
lofing the Gain of three Millions^ ev^ry^ Tear from 
ihofi Countries ^ not for the- fake of gainings hut of 
iojtng a fourth MUlhti every Tear to France f 

Let us fee now how thefe advantageous Balance^ 
h^ve beeii fecured to qs by high Cu^oms and Pro- 
hibitions. 

By CaJlaing^sP^pcT of Fei^ 3, 1 740, 
London gave to Genoa for the Dollar 54^* -r 

to f^enici for the Ducat Bancp ,5 1 4.4 
to Leghorn for the Dollar fo^.^ 

' By Sir IJaac Newton'sT^UeSy 

. Genoa^ the Par is ^^d. 

Lofs to. England about i per Cent. 
Venice^ - the Par is 49 d* 492. dec. 

Lofs tQ England about j;J- fer Cent. 

LeghorUytht Par is 51 d, 69 dec. 

Gain to England about 2 per Cent. 
- To Genoa and Fenice the Balance is againft us, 
jfLtid favourable only a fmall matter to Leghorn. 

Feb, 3, 1740, 
London gave to Lisbon for the Millree 65 i/. 
The Par is 67^/* i6S ijf^^. Gain Xq' England 2h(mt 
i\ per Cent, ' The 
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The BritJ/h Mtr chanty Vol 3^ P- I07» in* 
forms us that infome Tears^ lahen Corn was cheap 
ben and diar in Portugal (he Qiean« during X^een 
jbtnh War) our Balance was fo very grefit^ that 
notwithflanding we taid Subfidies' to we King of 
Portugal, andpaidforTroots, there wjre alfa vajl 
Sums fir Supplies of our Annies in Valentia. and 
Ca^ajfxiiat y^ f^^ '*^ Over-balance hf fi much 
egainft them^ that the Exchange has bean ai 53^ 2 4. . 
^nd 5 s« tf MiUree. 

Portt^al is a confiant Market for Cajtn» eUher 
bam Britain or its Jimeriam Coboics ; tixe bcteji, > 
together with Ireland^ fupply it vkh v^/l C^an- 
titles of Provifions, great part of the Payments of 
which centers in London : And tho* vifi have no 
Subfidies or Armies to pay, as in the laft War, 
yet the Lisbon Exchange is fo far from falling to 
5 J. or 5 J. and 2^. per MUlree^ that, it h?3 not 
for many Years been unjJer 51. 34?. which can 
be only owing to the Decline of tjie Portugal 
Market for our Manuii»£tures, particularly^ the 
Woollen. Foreigners working cheqp^r flcial it 
•way by degrees: Cloths between 8 and 1 1 s, per 
Yard the Di^cb fiipply them with; s^nd have beat 
out ours about that Price entirely, as has been 
obferved before. France begins to {upply them 
with fome WQoIleos> but to Jta^ Ihe r«nds vaft 
Quantities. So that it appears by the Exchanges 
now, that not much of tjbe fuppo^ed annual G^a 
of a MilKon from Portugal or Italy can now re- 
main, great part of the Portugal Gold brought 
here, being for Dutch Account ; and the Moldores 
circuhted for 2 d. V^ more than they are worthy 
by which the Nation is cheated about ^ per Cent. 

Feb. 3, 1740. 
London gave the Pound Sterling to Antwerp for 
35 /.' \od. The Par is 35 j- 17 dec, * 
Gain to England about 2 per Cent. - 

London 
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London gavethc Pound Sterling to Amfterdam for 
34J. lid. The Paris 365. ^gdec, 

Lofs to England about 4 4 per Cent. 
' London gave the Pound Sterling to Hamburgh for 
33 J. 1 1 rf. The Par b 35 J. 17 ^-f^. 

Lofs to England about si per Cent. 

London exchanges with Norway^ Sweden, and 
Rujfta, by the Wa)r of Hamburgh and Amfterdam. 
J^/bua Gee, who was alfo a wViter in the Britijh 
Merchant, as appears by the Preface-; in his Treatife 
§n Trade, puWilhed feveral Years after, fuppofes, 
p. 1 78, the Bahnce we pay to Norway to be 

£130,000 
Sweden 240,000 

Rujfia 400,000 

£ 770^000 

He luppofes, p. 179, that we pay a 
Balance to Flanders of 250,000 1 but 
as the Exchange* to Antwerp appears * 
to be advantageous, to avoid all Ex* • 
ceptions I (h^l fuppofe we gain as 
much. 250,000 

The Intereft paid to Foreigners, 
Proprietors in our Funds in 1740, 
being chiefly Dutch. 400,000 

Neat annual Balance due to England 
from Germaw^ and Holland, to make 
the Briti/h Merchant's Calculation. 580,000 

j^ 2,000,000 

Such a formldajble Sum due to us yearly, as 
580,000/. muft make the Hamburgh and Am^ 
fterdam Exchanges fomething at leatt in our Fa* 
vour. But is it fo ? Alas ! it appears by the Courfe 
and Par of the Exchanges above, that this Balance 
in our Favour is not only all gcfine, but that we 
have a Balance to pay Qurfelves, to both Gertnany 

"and 
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tnd Holland ; and it cannot be a final) oneneitber, 
fince it makes the Exchange to both fo much in 
our Disfavour* 

We are gojng headlong to Deftrudion ^ith car* 
rying on lofing Trades with our Neighbours ; and 
what has brought us to this low Ebb ? certainly 
our £xcifes,Cuifoms, Prohibitions, lU-Judged Laws, 
Monopolies, and national Debts ; tnefe are the 
Caufes ; the Efieds ire loft Trades, and decaying 
Rents; no quacking with the £f{e£ls will reftore 
us to a found Conftitution, the Caufes muft ^ re- 
' .moved or it is all loft Labour. 

^fore unloading our Mahufa£lurersof the above- 
mentioned Grievances, it would be an unaccount* 
able Notion (agreeable to G^^'s Opinion) to make 
our Ports free, but after thofe Political Fetters are 
taken ofF, having fo many fuperior Advantages, 
' nothing could be feared but by thofe who envy our 
Succefs : Our natural Advantages are fo great that 
they are the Foundation of great part of the Riches 
of our Rivals, and that they may make the greater 
Impreffion on the Reader's Memory, Pagp 75, 
where they are enumerated, (hould be here turn^ 
to : And after that View, will any one doubt 
whether any foreign Manufacturers can under- 
work a People untax^, free from Oppreilions, and . 
, with fuch Advantages i *tisan Afirontto the Britijh 
Nation to fuppofe it. We may rather fuppofe^ 
.that by fuch Bleflings, upon every War or Cala- 
mity on the Continent, the declining Manu&c- 
turers would fly to this Afylum with their Arts, 
adding Wealth and Strength yearly to the Nation. * 
We have afted upon. narrow Principles, as if the 
Trade of the World could be made fubfervient to 
4Dur Reftridtions, which are inconfiftent with its 
very Nature, and always throw it into a new 
Channel. ' Cqfloms have been compared to a 
Tradefman^s fetting up a Turnpike at his Door to 

raife 



r^ife Mmnf OJ* W% Co^fl^cre, and wpMjfi it \k \ 

wonder ift tbejf cpi>ti:ajfled their Dc^ings with fo 

wrong-headed a Man ? Sir JFalter KaUigh*s JR,e-. 

fTMrh on, tbfFifUrf Qenpai fully, prpves this, which 

being fmrnerly aFvet-ftrt^ iva^ thf. Sifi^rehaufs of 

'Isaly, huS-JUting. aCuJipn^ af 16 p^ Qep^. on^Qopd^; 

iffiptontedji ihr^ l?ft ihnr Tr<ide cf foreign Merchant. 

divu, U IrCghom^ inade a. Free-Port by the, Duk^ of 

Tufcanyy wA/^A continuing, jlill freje^ retains its- 

fimrifinng Co9iditicn^ if Uich a Duty ruined tliq; 

Trade pf Genpfi^ vvh^t.wiU become of ours th^t is 

* loaded on fome Art iciest from 50 to 100 per Cent. ? 

MonScur CMberi macje Lewis tlic XtV'th (o 
foofible of the Advilntages, accruing by eafmg tbC; 
Trade of France^ that after declaring in the In- 
fGodu<5kion tQ ihk Tar'tjf oi 1664, that a large. 
F\tiufity Jhould be g^en to encourage ManufaSfures 
and. Navigations ye$ he lays not fucji 4 Strefs upon- 
the BottOXies. as ihf- Ujjmifigi the Duties on^ the Rx* 
ports and Imports^ yihich- he calls the moft effectual 
Mians far the reftoring of Trade: What EfFeft. 
tbejr havr had^ the Ruin of our Su^r^ Ttirkey^ 
Wo(Jlen% and Homer Fiftiing Trades declare* 

The French* f)iO^ permit the landing; the Sugars, 
and Indicopf their Cronies, at Havre SLndBotdr" 
deauxAQi Ra-exportation, Duty free. 

To concUidQ tb<i Reqiarks on this firft Article*. 
V){^iiatever is. n^ceiiary for Life ox Manvifai^ures^. 
\v« fbould ftudy to 1^ our Peogle liave in the 
cheapefl manner, thait the Poor may maintain., 
tbem&lves by their L^b?ur without burdening the-. 
Rich, and raife Taxe^ only on the JLuxuriQMs ;^ . 
a,id» if low Prices rather prevent than encouragiQ^ 
the ConfumptiQn qC foreign Vanici^, w,hy (bpiw^ 
vi&i recomoxeod them by raiiing an Efieem for 
theoi with high Culbms ? Let us politically) like, 
the w\(^ Duhh^ tempt Foreigners to encourage. 
our Maaufa<9iu9crs^ pay, our Sbip§ Freights^^ anc} 

to 
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td our &4brchants Commiffion, and WacdK)u&-* 
rent for the Goods tbc^ lodge here upon Specula^ 
tipB ; no Concern of ours what umy aie, we 
n^ gpt by tbem> fo fk&iX *our Pooii have full 
Employment, our Country become the Store-* 
houfe/ and our Sailors the Carriers of ^e World« 



, Second PROPOSAL. 

Vo ahdijb our Man^polies^ »if/// It'cland, and put . 
ail our Feiiow-Subh^ oH'thififme Footing in ^adi^ 

By aboliffiing Kfonopolies, I only mean all'eX"^ 
clufive Trader, not to prevent any- from Trading^ 
with a large joint Sltoolc who choofe it, but thaE 
every one' fhould trade in the manner he found 
mod beneficial. 

Of the Benefits arifing fy^hlijhing MmopoK^s^ &Cy 

'¥\r% It will increafe Trade. 

ByTeftdring ouc People to their natural Ri^t!^ 
and allowing them to gain, by their Indufti^^ an-* 
honeft Livelihood, wli^ever they caa find it 

By preventing any Set of People froon conii^ 
biHifig togedier to raifi; extravagajK- Wages fer^ 
Labour, or- Ptices for Goods. 

By furnifbing us with the cheapeft NbeelTaries 
and at the cb^peft Fre^hts, the Market teing 
open for alL 

By taking away from ou^ Goods all their pre- 
fent fiditious Value, whereby their Cheapnefs muft 
prodigioufly increafe their Vent; efpectally tbe^ 
Woollens, whcrei^ the Price of Wool will be^ 
raifed, and its Smuggling prevented* 

By leflening the French and Dutch Woollen- 
Ti:^es, in depriving their People of our Wool to 
ailbrt their Goods. 

Br 
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By extending our Q)mmerce to tbree-qtiartef 
Parts of /the Globe, where it now ]angui(hes. 

By ruining all fix-eign Eaft -India Companies, 
who could not (bp^rt themfelves againft our Free- 
Traders. 

By increafing the Number of Buyers at home 
for our Goods, confequently raife their Value j a 
Company being but one Buyer. 

By increafing the Number of Buyers abroad j 
private Dealers trade at a lefs Expence than Com- 
panies, and pu{hin| againft one another, muft fell 
for reafonable Profits, whereby a greater Vent is 
given to our Goods. 

By gaining us the Herring-Fifhery, for the 
Reafons mentioned in Page 105. 

By increafing our Navigation vaftly; for by 
the Fifhery, and by opening the Eaft-India and 
7urkey Trades, tvyenty Ships would be employed 
where one is now. There go above twenty private 
Ships to Africa^ to one the Company fends. 

By opening the Woollen-Trade 01' Ireland^ that 
of Britain will refceive Benefit (tho* the contrary 
IS the common Opinion) which I prove thus: Sup* 
pofe one Pack of Irijh Wool of 6/. Value, to 
make four Cloths, that Pack of Wool being Smug- 
gled to France works up two Packs of Fnnch 
Wool, making altc^her twelve Cloths. 

A Pack oi Irifi) Wool Smuggled to 
France^ hinders the Sale of twelve Englijh 
Cloths, fuppbfing them of 6/, Value each, 
prevents the circulating of jC 7* 

A Pack of Wool manufaftured in Ire- 
landy can hinder the Sale but of four 
Englijh Cloths at 6/. each; can prevent 
the circulating but of 24 

The Difference is ^^ 48 

It 
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^Brought over £ 48 

It is computed that one Third of what 
-Ireland gets centers here at laft, which on 
the four Cloths at 6/. each, making 24/. is S 

. The Benefit that England receives by 
every Pack of Wool manufactured in 



Inland J inflead of being run to France j is ^^ 56 

The Wool of France is too coarfc to manufac- 
ture for Exportation, but being mixt with one 
Third Irtjh^ makes faleaWe Qoths cvei'y four 
Cloths exported from Ireland as above, flops the 
Exportation of twelve French Cloths ; the foreign 
Confumption is flill the fame, let who will fup- 
ply the Market: Ireland can export no more 
Manufactures of our Sorts than it grows Wool, 
for were the Englijh untaxed, and unmonopolized, 
they would manufa£hjre all their own Wool ^ if 
twelve Cloths are wanted at any Market, and 
Ireland can fupply but four, and France for want 
of Irijh Wool, not any, Britain mufl fupply the 
remaining eight. 

Our Colonies in America extend as for North, 
and &Kther South than the Latitudes of Europe^ 
and feem capable of raifing all European Growths; 
they haVe a more convenient Navigation to the 
Baltick and Mediterranean than they have to^ach 
other : They build Ships cheap, have Land for a 
Trifle,, therefore can fupply the Baltick with the 
&uthern Growths, and the Mediterranean with 
the Northern Growths, cheaper than they can each 
other, therefore our Ships with Plantation Car- 
goes, muft fwarm.in thofe Seas, by low Freights 
beat out other Natidns, and be the common Car- 
riers of Europe, The Britijh Ijlands^ when Free- 
Ports, by their natural Advantages muft be the 
Center of the Trade of Europe^ therefore Cargoes 
home will prefent themfelves in Abundance 5 and 

our 
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tKX ManufaAores, when reduced to their natural 
Prices, becoming the chea)peft in Europe^ the Tup* 

Jly for the Colonies muft of coarfc be here: The 
*abour of thfeir white People being at prcfcnt very 
dear, our Manufaflurcs' would come cheaper to 
them than they could make them, and a Fr^ 
Trade caufing a pmdi|tous Demand fot th'rfr 
Growths, thefe would give better Profit than Ma- 
lnu&Aures« confequ'cntly caufe them to Be neg- 
'!^(%ed. BelMbs thtre muft be a large Importati^ 
bf ^egfoSs to raife thefe Growths in our Colo- 
hies, wiiich muft ihcrcafe the Demand for our 
Manufadures ; and as the Northern Colonies fup- 
ply the French and Sfanijh Plantations wfth g?eat 
Qaantftres of Provifions, our People would h^trie 
thereby O'jiporluHittes to introduce the chfeap Ma- 
liufaftures of itrfdrin^ to which the faving the 
high Eurdpean tJiitfes Si^ould be vaftly conducive. 

By this Propbfel the Taxies on Britain will Be 
Itflened, fuppofe our N timbers of Pe6ple as follows. 

In England - 8 Millions. 

Scotland ' 2 Ditto. 

Ireland 2 Ditto, 

America i Ditto. 



Total 13 Millions. 

't'he general Ambiiht of our TaSfes arid pdlt 
of their Confequenfces, in p. 36, is 15,289,375/. 

if part of the Pfeople, the 8 MilHonsi in En^-- 
Tandy pay th'is, it amounts to iL i8j. 2d. ^ per 
Head. 

Biit fuppofe the Tax on the Confuriiers of L(ixti*t 
ries to take place, adding no artificial Prices to 
tJood, but diminifliing.thc Expences of the Go- 
vernment, yet that by paying off our Debts aifd 
carrying on publick Works, 8 Millions of Money 
are wanted, to which the Whole 15 Millions bf 

Subjefts 
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Subjofts contribute, k aliiiWftts but to ttt. 3 d. i 
fer Head, not the one Thifd of the above. 

Thus by putting all our iFdlow-Subjefts ontBe 
feihe happ7 Footing, no pifcontents eould arifc, 
but a general Improvethfent fprtad over our whdfc 
I>)tnihibns. 

Secondly, It will 'l^ptay ourPo^r. 

Tftis is a Cbnfeqttente of the hft Remark, fcr 
the more ManufaftuHes, Niiv^ttph, and Filheries 
floiirifh, the gngater Emt>ld'ythcnt they provide icx 
the Poor." » 

' Thirdly, It will increafe the Stock of People. 

This is a Cohfe^a^c^ bf the flrft 'Remark, for 
wherever Trade is moft free, thither People flock: 
If the Ddbr be qpdn'ifed x6 receive, whatever tJaHbrs, 
Fiihermeh, ahd ManufiAurers we want, will be 
drawn irt. • 

Fourthly, // aoiJl inireafe otir Riches, 

This is a Coiiftquence of the foregoing Remarks, 
for the aboTiibmi Mohopolfes makihg our Goods 
.^cheaper, and at tne fame time ^Opening the Trade 
t)f the whble World to v^nd them in j Foreigners 
muft be more indebted to us, ahd the People that 
9ock here teaching us new ManuiaiEtuTes, or im* 
provitig fome of thofe v/<s iili-eady have, ©uir Wants 
ihuft grow lefs, and the^hi^iral Balance of Trade 
be brought more iii 6lir Favour. 

By opening the Trafde of Ireland and the Cbio- 
htes, which Countries bring too poor to give it the 
Extent .it is capable of, muft therefore be dtrried 
on for Yfears to cbme by EftgH^ Stocks^ cbhfe- 
quently a great pstrt of the Profit fall into the 
Hands o^ IhtE^ljl^ Merdfants : Add to which, 
ihat about 6nc Third of what Ireland and the 
OAomies get, is font hete for G^s^ or fpecrt Bjr 
Abfentees, therefoiie ^he richer ihey gttiw^ tbb 
Hcher m»ft Brfir<7iVbeooAe. 

Fifthly, 
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Fifthly, It will increafe the Value of our Landii 
This is a Confeauence of all the above Remarks % 
for wliatever caufes Trade, employs our Poor, 
incteafes the Stock of People, and increafes our 
Riches, muft increafe the Value of our Lands; for 
the Proofs of which the R^der is referred to p. 1 1 6. 
The aholifliing of Monopolies is proved to be 
the Caufe of Trade, which is the Caufe of all the 
other Remarks; therefore the abolifhing of Mono- 
polies is a great Increafer of the Value of Lands. 



Third PROPOSAL. 

To withdraw the Bounties on exported Corny and 
to ere£f publick Magazines of Corn in every County. 
Having (hewn in p. 45. the Prejudice we do our 
Trade in feeding Foreigners cheaper by Bounties 
than our own People, and that the Pretence of 
keeping up the. Value of Lands by any Method 
that hurts Trade muft prove fallacious, I (hall now 
.(hew how their Value may be 'kept up without 
any Bounties, viz. 

By permitting each County (o form a Conipany 
at 100/. each Snare, to ere£i: Magazines of Corn, 
to be managed by twelve or more Directors, one 
Sixth part of whom to go out yearly, uncapable 
ever to be defied again, their Shares to remain 
one Year unfold after they go out, as a Security 
for, their paft Condufi, 

No Perfon capable of being chole a Dlrefior 
who is not poflefs'd of Ten Shares. 
, Every Share to have a Vote for Diredors. 

That the Stock be not lefs than one Quarter of 
Wheat for each Head in the County, after the 
Computation of $ Perfons to each Houfe. 

That they never buy but at 20s, per Quarter of 
Wheat precifely. 

That 
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That they never fell but at 405. per Quarter of 
Wheat precifely*. 
Except that to prevent its Spoiling, with the 
Confent of a General Court, they may fell 
the old Corn, and replace the fame Quantity 
of new. 
That they never fell but to the Millers of the 
County, who fliall give Security to grind the Wheat 
and not export the Flour. 

That they never fell more per Week than the 
5 2d part of the Corn they have in the Magazines 
at the time of Opening. 

That their General-rCourts be impowered t^ 
ena£t By-Laws. 

'Of the Benefits arijing hy ereSfing pub lick 
Magazines of Com^ 

t . // will increafe Trade ^ 

By creating this new Branch which we never 
yet had, and by which the Dutch reap great Ad- 
vantage, and it cannot iail anfwering the fame to 
us; for with regard to the Proprietors it may be 
obferved. That this is a folid Trade, not liable to 
Seizures at the Caprice of foreign Princes, to Cap- 
tures by Privateers, to Storms and Shipwrecks at 
Sea, or to the Frauds of Officers in remote Coun- 
tries; here the Provident, who ftore up the Excefs 
of the Bounties of Nature againft the unavoidable 
Calamities of bad Seafons, ibefides the Pleafure of 
feeing our own People fully fupplied, whilft our 
Neighbours are complainilig, will be benefited in 
their Incomes, not by grinding the Faces of the 
Poor, but by preventfog their Miferies; and as 
Corn is feldom many Years together undec, 40 j. 
the Magazines may pay better Interell than any 
of our prefent Funds. 

By rendering all our other Laws relating to the 
Importing, Engroffing, Exporting, ^c. of Corn, 

I needk&s 



1 70 An Eflay ^n the Caufes tfthe 

needlefs; for when tl^eli&ttious Value of our Goods 
is taken away, we can raife Corn as cheap or 
cheaper than our Neighbours, therefore none can 
be imported for our own Oxifumption to fink the 
Value of our Lands, but only upon Speculation for 
better Markets abroad, which a Free-Port Trade 
giving Encouragement to, we (hould have thereby 
more Corn in more Hands in the Nation than at 
prefent, confequently be lefs liable to be impofed 
on by En&roflers, who even could ^ord to fell to 
our own People 10 or 1 5 per Cent, cheaper than 
to Foreigners by the Freight, Charges, and Risk 
being faved? and when any foreign Demand hap- 
pens, having not only our own publick Maga- 
zines for our own Supply, but alfo more private 
Granaries, the Exportation of Corn,fo far from being 
dangerous, muft create a Trade vaflly beneficial. 

By encouraging Manuiafhires, as oeuig a means 
to keep Labour low ; for as the Income muft bear 
its Proportion to the necefiary Expence, when 
Corn in bad Years is dear with ourJNeighbours, 
their Labour, and confequently their Manure- 
tures, muft grow dear in proportion; wbtlft our 
own People being fupplied cheap from tie Maga* 
zines, are able by cheap L^our to bring tMtr 
Manufa^ures cheap to Market, wherd»y they 
make their way againft Foreigners, and eRdbiith 
a Reputation difiicult to be removed. 

By encouraging our Navigation ; for as Freights 
muft bear a proportion to the Ship's Exprace, fb 
by this Method our Ship-Owners in general will 
be furnifked with Btfcuit cheaper than tltherFriuch 
or Duich^ and the cheaper our Freights the more 
of the Carrying-Trade muft we get \ befides, the 
" loiportation of Corn upon Speculation for better 
Markets, and its Re-exportation when the Market* 
.ire advanced, muft give conftant Sm^yment to 
a vaft number ^ Sh^, 

«. It 



< 
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3, It will employ our Poor. 

This is a Confcquence of the laft Remark, for 
the cheaper Labour can be performed, the more 
conftant Employment will ue founds and this 
being a means to feed the Poor cheaper in Times 
of Scarcity than Foreigners, can give no Pretence 
of raiiing their Wages abo^^ them, but' the Mife- 
ries the root now fuffer in hard Winters be in a 
great meafure prevented, and the Granaries and 
Corn-Trade will furnifh Employment to great 
Numbers of Sailors, Watermen, Carmen, &c, &.c, 

3. // will iucreefe the Stock of People • 

This is a Confeqyence of the encouraging Trade 
and employing the Poor, as has been before proved ; 
to which may be added, Tliat all Times of Scar- 
city produce Diftempers which carry ofF great 
Numbers of People, whereas this will prevent that 
Calamity, confequently prelerve ihany Lives; and 
the better the Means of Living are in any Goun- 

7, the more People will be drawn in to partate 
them; 

4. Ft Will increafe our Ritbei. ' 

By bringing in vafl: Stims- of Money in (catice 
Years from Foreigners. Sir Walter Raleigby iii 
his Obfervations on Trade^ prefented to KXngfamesl, 
fays, Thea Amfterdam is never withotk 700,000 
Quarters of Corn ; a Dearth in England, France, 
Ital V, or Portugal, is truly obferved to enrich Hol- 
\znA for {even Tears after-, that in a Scarcity of 
Corn in his Time, the nkmburghers, Embdeners, 
and Dutch, out of their Storehoufes furnijhed this 
Kinzdom^ and from Soiithamptom, Exeter, and 
Briftol, in a Tear and a half carried away near 
200,000/. and he compufes their Supply then for 
the whole Kingdom carried away Two Atillions^ 
Hkd Magazines of Com been erected fome Years 
ago, what immenfe Sums might we not have 
brought into the Nation in the Year 1740 f * 

la S' It 
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5. It will increafi the Value of our Lands, 

This is a Con^quence of alt the above fee- 
marks ; for whatever caufes Trade, employs our 
Poor, increafes the Stock of People, and incrcafes j 
our Riches, mull increafe the Value of our Lands, ' 
for the Proof of which the Reader is referred to 
Page 116. 

The erefling Publick Magazines of Corn is 
proved to he the Caufe of Trade, which is the 
Caufe of all the other Remarks ; therefore the 
erefbing Publick Magazines of Corn is a great In- 
crcafer of the Value of Lands. 

This Propofal will prevent the Price of Wheat 
from ever finking fo low as to ruin the Farmer, 
but on the contrary keep up a good Price that 
mufl even increafe the prefent natural Value of 
our Lands; 20 i. of real, true, intrinfick Value 
fn Quarter of Wheat, Taxes, lie, taken oflF, 

being as good a Price as 40J, f)d. ^ of the prefent 
iiditious Value ; at which laft Price if Wheat 
could be kept now^ the Value of our Lands would 
rife confiderably, confequently muft do the fame 
when a Price equivalent to it is conflantly preferved. 

Fourth PROPOSAL. 

7i difcQurage IdUnefs by well regulating our Poor. 

Sir jofiah Child*s Scheme in his Difcourfe on 
Trade ^ Chap. 2, feems very conducive to this, 
with fome few Additions. 

That there he a Corporation ejlahlijhed in every 
County /(?r regulating the Poor^ to confiji of Fifty 
VcT^om with perpetual Smcejfion J to he Jliled Fathers 
of the Poor, 

That the faid Number of Fifty be conftantly 
filled up by Elcdion of the Freeholders once a 
Year. 

That 
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That aU the Part/h-Officers within each County 
he fubordinate and accountable to their rifpe£five 
Gorporations. 

That thefaid Corporationt have power to offers 
and compel the Payment from every rarijh in tneir 
County of the Medium of the Poors Rates raifed* 
in the three Years preceding. 

That one Tenth part of the faid Sum be abated 
yearly, untfl the whole in ten Years time be done 
away, and the Poor maintained by the Donations 
of the Charitable only. 

That each Corporation do appoint a Treafuror 
to receive the Alms of all charitably difpofed 
Perfons. 

That the faid Corporations have power to ereSf, 
Workhoufesj Hojpitals^ TVor king-Schools y Houfes 
(f CorreStion^ and to exercife all other Powers 
relating to the Poor, that any Number of Jujii^es 
of the Peace may now do in their ^uarter^Seffionsy 
or otherwife. 

That they receive none but In&nts, and Per- 
Ibns well-recommended for their Diligence and 
Sobriety, as proper Objefts. 

That each of the faid Fathers of the Poor have 
power to commit any Vagrant, or Perfon not - 
having a vifible Eftate or Trade, and their own 
dJforderly Poor, to the County Goal. 

That the faid Commitments be bailable. 

That at the Affixes for the Counties the Peribns 
Names (b committed be called over, and thofe 
who cannot give a good Account of themielves be 
tranlborted for three Years. , 

TIjat thefaid Corporations have power to admit 
as Members^ having equal Power with thofe ele€fed^ 
every Per/on paying in looL to the Poors Ufe, 

That Seven or more Fathers of the Poor do 
make a Court. 

I 3 That 
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That every Minifter and Church-warden go 
together once a Year to every Hpufe in their Parifh 
to colleft the Alms of charitably difpofed Perfons,. 
cntering the fame in a Book. • 

That the whole Colleflion being made, the 
Money be remitted to the Corporation th^ Pariih 
belongs to, with the faid Book flgned by the faid 
Minifter and Church- wardens. 

That all Money given for the Poor he account-- 
ed facred^ and that it he Felony to mifapply^ con^ 
ceal, lendf or convert it to any other Ufe or PuT'- 
pofe whatfoever. 

That every Corporation do publifh its Accounts 
yearly. 

That whatever the faid Corporations want, be 
publidkly bought of the loweft Contraftor. 

That whatever the faid Corporations difpofe of, 
be advertifed to be fold by publick AuSion to the 
beft Bidder. . 

' That whenever they want Money, or when- 
ever a time of general Calamity brings on an ex- 
traordinary Charge, they take care to give pub- 
lick Notice thereof, to Air up the Charity of alt 
good People to relieve their diftreiled and ftarving 
Brethren/ 

Of the Benefits arifing hy well regulating our Poor., 

J,- It, will increafe Trade. 

For our Poor feeing that no idle Vagrants can 
live here, but muft be tranfported, aifd that none 
but thofe well recommended for their Diligence 
and Sobriety can .be maintained by the Fathers of 
the Poor in Sicknefs or Old Age, they muft of 
neceffity become -frugal, induftrious, and work at 
fuch Prices as Trade will afford ; not fpend half of 
their Wages in Drink (as the Brttijh Merchant^ 
Vol. I, p. 7, afierts it to be well known that curs 

do) 
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do) whereby no Nation can out-rival us on account 
pf the Plenty of ^Provifions of all forts that our 
Country abounds 'with, and its Natural Ad van- 
tage^ for Trade fuperior to any Nation, the Ex- 
emption from Oppreffion by Taxes, the Advan- 
tage of a' Free-Port, and other good R^ulations 
ofrered by thcfc Propo(als; fo that our roor, by. 
abating their Luxury and Idlenefs, will be able ta 
work as cheap as any People, the Confequence of 
which is a certain Increafe of Trade. 

By taking oiFour burdenfome and unjuft Poors 
Rates on the Induftrious, who now maintain the 
Idle, our Goods will become Cheaper, confequent- 
ly more vendible. 

2. It will employ our Poor. 

This is a Confequence of the laft Remark ; for 
as 'tis certain that they^who bring their Goods the 
cheapeft to Market will have the mofl Trade, fa 
thofe that work the cheapeft muft have the mod 
Employment; for I. It will be more conftant by 
being cheaper. 2. Though they receive a le& 
nuoioer of Pence for Wages, yet they will be 
more valuable by the Prices of Neceflarics being 
freed from Taxes with their Confequences. 3 . The 
Poor being by this Propofal inured to Labour and 
reftrained from Idlenefs, they will work more 
and fpend lefs, therefore be enabled to lay up a 
better Provifion for their Families than they now 
do. 

3, // will inenafe the Stock* of People. 

^ Though this has been proved before to be a cer- 
tain Confequence of the two former Remarks, 
yet as fome People, put of a falfe Tendernefs, 
may think that the tranfporting of many Vagrants 
may depopulate the Nation, 1 fliall endeavour to 
(hew the contrary. 

I. Idlenefs is the Root of all Evil, and two of 
the Punifliments of Evil-doers with us arc Hanging 

and 
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and Trsinfportatton, fo that Idleneft deprives op 
of many Ptople; but this Propo&i tending in its 
nature to make our People fru^l and induftnousy 
will preforve and fa ve many from thofe two 
Calamities; 

z, Idlenefs brings on Want, Difeafes^ Deati^^ 
and thins a Nation-; but Frugality and Ihduihy 
caEufe Plenty, Health, Long-life, and people » 
Coofitrv. 

3. Idlenefs difables Men fhmi fuppcnthi| a Pa^ 
mily, therefore prevents Marriage; Fhigalttyand 
Induftry enrtleMen to marry and fbck a CcniRtrjp 
with People. 

4. If this Propofal drives away the Idle fo nmch^ 
the better* they are a i^rdeti inilead of a Benefit 
tbthc Community ; it will fupply thenr Places* by 
increafing Trade with more deferving People from 
our Neighbours, s^reeable to this Maxim, Stub 
as your Empkjrmnt isfffrPeGph^ fa many willjoor* 
PiopU be. 

5. Whenour People fee that Idlenefs is deemc* 
ap Crime, and puniflied accordinglf , but thfct Fru- 
gality and Induftry are Virtues, rewarded with 
good Wages and a comfortable Subfiftence, a 
thorough Reformation mntft enfue among them, 
the Idle befew^ and this OUedHon vanilh. 

4^ It wilt increafe mtr Kscbes, 

This is a Confecpcnce of the other Rfemarks^ 
and of the Propofal itfelf, which tends to mate' 
our People induftrioos ; tke Hatfd of thf Diligmt 
moMetb rich^ and the greater number of diligent 
Bands we have, the more Riches we ftrall get. 

5. It will increafe the- Falue of our Lands. 

Thkis a Confequence of all the above Remirfcy; 
fer whatever cauies Trade, employs the ftwr, in- 
creafes the Stock of People, and increafes our 
Riches, muft inereafe the Value of our Lands ^ for 

riir 
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the Proo& of which the Reader is referred to 
p. 116. 

The well relating our Poor is proved to be the 
Caufe of Trade, which is the Caufe of all the 
other Remarks, therefore the well regulating 
our Poor is a great Increafer of the Value of 
Lands. 

Obje£fion, But perhaps it will be faid, That the 
Poor being left to fubfift on Charity only, will be 
fiarved. 

To this I anfwer. That the great number of 
idle Beggars we now voluntarily maintain proves 
the contrary ; that in all times of general Cala- 
mities our Charity is eminent, 2L%?Axjofiah Child 
fays it was after the Fire of London^ and was again 

f roved in the bard Winter in 1739; befides, the 
athers of the Poor hereby propofed being Perfons 
of Charader and Fortune,' will for their own Ho- 
nour, by their delicate Senfe of Publick Good, 
and their Love for true Charity, take care todiflin^ 
£ui(h between the real and pretended Objeds of 
Want, by which the numbers of the former will 
appear to be but few, and they by good Manage- 
ment maintained at afmallExpence, whereby the 
Encouragement to Charity will be vaftly increas'd 
by People's knowing certainly where to give thtir 
Money to do goocf, the want of which certain 
Knowledge is a great Damp to our Charit|r at 
prefent. 

'Therefore as we now maintain voluntarily 
more idle People than really want, there can be 
no doubt but they will, when reducd to proper 
Objeds only) be fufficiently provided for. 



fifth 
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Fifth P R O P O S A L. 

To pay off our Debit by puUick Bonds^ bearing 
ffitifeft^ negotiable by Indorjiment^ and Uquidatir^ 
fart of cur Debts yearly. 

That Books be opened at the Exchequer for re- 
ceiving Money from any Perfon or rerfons dc^ 
firing publick Bonds, which Money to be applied 
immediately to pay off our national redeemable 
Debts ; thofe that bear the higheft Rate of Inte- 
TtS: and are of the Ibngcft ilanding to be firft 
paid off. 

That: the faid Bonds, for the convenicncy of 
Trade, be for any Siims not Ib^er than 5 /. nor 
excwedlng 1 000 /. 

That thty be divide* into Cteflb.according.Cb 
their Rates of Intercfh 

Thatthe ifi Qafy do not exceed 5 Millions Ster* 
Un^y at sperCmf. 

t 6 2kz\perCmU 

J 9 z!izp$rG$nu 

4. izTAi^perOem. 

5 \^^ ^ I per Qent* 

■ 6 for the Remaindier. of 
the Debt ^^pstCetO^ 

That the Bondf of ev«ry^ Cl^ be nunAered, 
and the Numbers never altered. 
. l^hat the I^tereft be p^able at an Office ta be 
ereded for that Purpofe* whenever it be calM fbr» 
and a new Bond given in the Name of the Perfon 
receiving it, with its original Number, and the 
pate the Intereft is paid to. 

That the Bonds be ^negotiable by Indorfement 

te 
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to«ny Creditor^ and fer any Tax to the Govern* 
snent* 

That the Bonds for the Amount of both Frta^ 
cipal and Inteiefl;, be a legal Tender for any Tax« 
£111 of Exdiange, Note, or any Debt wfaatfoevec 
That a £um eijual to the Amount of one Sttb- 
£dy be .granted yearly by Parliament, to pay off 
our redeemable Debts and publjck Bonds, thofe 
that bear the h'^heft Rate of Intereft, and are of 
the longeft ftandinc to be the firft paid off. 

That publick Notice be given in the Gazitig 
monthly, by the Gommiifioners of the Office, 
how far they can pety off the Bonds, fpectfying the 
1^ umber of the Clafe, and Number of the JBond 
they pay to ; die Intereftjon ail the indudedNum^ 
Isers to ceafe and determine ^ the expiration t£ * 
three Mofiths after fucfa Notice. 

That Accounts be xleUvered yearly to Parliament 
by the CommiiJioners. 

- That a curious Stamp be added to the Bonds; 
fcr though their being negotiable by Indorfemenit 
<mly to Creditors, may make, Forgery difficult, 
yet too mudi Caution cannot be ufed to prevent it 
intirely, and give the Bonds the greater Credit. 

Of ibt Benefits arifing ly paying cff mr Dtits 

hy p$iblick Botids. 

I . // will increaje Trade^ 

By putting our Ddits that have almoft ruinM 
us, on a Footing of being fpeedily paid off with 
Honour. 

By creating a Currency more valuable than our 
Coin, Money Ipng by brings in nothing, but all 
thefe Bonds pay fomethifig for keeping, and I pm- 
fume that no Paribus (much lefs the Bank or the 
Bankers) would keep Money by them lying dead, 
when they could have cunent lionds that bore ordy 

a half 
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ft half per Cent. Intereft ; would the Bank, wh« 
, are computed to have always a dead Ca(h of above 
one Million by them, refufe making 5000/. per 
Annum Profit of it at a YiiSi per Cent, in Bonds? 
could the Directors anfwer to the Proprietors the 
N^leA of not adding fuch a Sum yearly to their 
ufual Profits ? would any Perfon take out a Bank- 
Note that bore no Intereft, when he could have 
a Bond carrying a half ^^ Cent, and equally con- 
venient, for any Trader would as ibon give Change 
for it, as for a Bank-Note? 

By increafmg the Currency of the Nation ; for 
as Trade always languifhes where Money is fcarce, 
fo the Benefit by taking off all Monopolies might 
be defeated, for want of a proper Currency to 
carry on the flow of Trade thereby caufed ; where- 
as, adding an Increafe of Currency to an Increafe 
of Trade, muft carry it to a greater Height than 
we ever yet knew. 

By reducing the Intereft of Money, which is a 
great Encouragement to Trade, by forcing People 
to Induftry, who would otherwife live idle on the 
high Intereft of their Money ; whereas the In- 
tereft of ^efe Bonds flnking gently to a Degree too 
low to indulge People in Idlenefs, the Poffeflbrs of 
them who have not Lands to improve, muft either 
find out new Branches of Trade, or ftudy to im- 
prove the old \ enter into Partnerfliip with Traders 
of Experience, or lend them their Money to trade 
with, whereby private Credit will be increafed, 
and our Traders enabled to buy at home with 
• ready Money, and fell at long Credit abroad, 
which will make them fteal away the Trade of 
all thofe Nations whofe high Intereft will not 
enable them to do the fame, and the lower the 
Intereft the more moderate Profits our Traders can 
content themfelves with, whereby the Vent of our 
Goods muft be increafedj for was the natural 

Rate 
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lUrte o£ Intereft at z per dpi. a Trader wl^ bor- 
rowed Money would think 4 per Cent, good Profit 1 
whereas he who borrows at 4= per Cenu caiinot bf 
Iktisfied with lefi than 6 or 7, and muft ne|le£l all 
Trades^ that will not give that Profit, which; th^ 
Dutch by their low Intereft are glad to und^rtake^ 
and when our Cafe is the fam^ fo {ball we. 

By making our People firug^ ; for a low ^at# 
^ Inte^ forcing a low- Profit in Tr»de, People's 
Expences muft grow more moders^t^, and the left 
we confume the more wefhall have to fcJl^ wbicb 
is the mpft folid way to make a Nation Rich. 

By gaining more Experience ; for low Profits 
laifing. Eftates flowly. Men cannot ^it Biififlefs 
fo foon for idle Country Lives as tbeyf<H> now^ 
but muft bring up their children to their Bufinef% 
in order to ^ft them in their old Agei, which 
m^y go on to the fourth- or fifth- Generation^ bei» 
fore* an Eftate is raifed to tpm C6uatryr£fi|iiires 
upoB» whereby a foreign CorrefpendencV M^th 
th« Ml Houfes,, tb0 I$lnowledfl» of proper Wcrk«> 
flAef|». and xivtQan&&xs of Mafierp^ot Shi[^9 art 
fecured to the Son by the Father's Experiences 
confequently from fuch a Foundation the utmoft 
Skill' in Trade muft be attained. 

2. Jt will empi^ Qur Peoi^ 

3^ // wiU.iner^afi the Stock (f Pe^ph. 

Thefe having. Men already proved to be th^ 
Confeqgences ofthe Increafe of Trade, theReadet 
is.referred'back to tbefe Heads in theR^nacks oa 
the foregoing Propofals. 

4. // VHlfincrefife our Riches. 

Nqt onl V as a Confoquence of the above Remarki^ 
but s^lfp Sy reducine^ thofo vaft Divideads the 
foreign Proprietors of Stocks lave now remitted 
to thcniy wjier^y. more Money will be faspc in 
ihcNsktiOn* 

' K ^ Thig 
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This IS the Confequcnce of all the above Re- 
marks, for whatever caufes Trade, employs our 
Poor, increafes the Stock of People, and increafes 
our Riches, muft increafe the Value of our Lands; 
for the Pfoofe of which the Reader Is referred 
to p. ii6. 

The paying off our Debts by publick Bonds h 
proved to be the Caufe of Trade, which is the 
Caufe of all the other Remarks ; therefore the 

faying off our Debts by publick Bonds is a great 
ncreafer of the Value of Lands.* , 

Be/ides, where plenty of Currency is to be had, 
there it will be borrowed by^h'e Land-holders, and 
employed in different Manures, Cultures, Plan- 
tations, new Produ£is, whereby yearly Improve- 
Aients wDl be made, and when tne Com Maga- 
zines are compleated, there being no other Employ- 
ment for Money but in Trade or Lands, thofe 
who did not underftand Trade, or care to truft 
their Money to thofe who -did, or who had raifed 
fufBcient Eftates by it, muft become Purchafers of 
Land, which Number by increafuig, muft increafe 
their Value. 



Having thus attempted to fhew that our Na- 
tural Advantages in Trade are undoubtedly fupe- 
rior to any Nation's whatfoever ; that if properly 
cultivated they would render us more formidable 
than ir^ffc^, confequently than any Country in 
Europe ; that if w^ had no Taxes but on the 
voluntary Confumers of Luxuries, and if our 
Trade was quite free, all Fiditious Value wou'd 
be taken from our Goods, wherebv they might 
he aiibrded cheaper than any in Europiy and if 
thofe vaft Sums that now lie dead in our Funds 
were circulating in Bonds, we fliould raife an im- 
jnenfe Trade all oyer the Worl^i, a vaft Naviga- 
. » tion 
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tion for our Proteftion, increafe the number of 
our People, give Employment to all our Poor, ac- 
cumulate Riches yearly, and that all this cannot 
be done without vaftly increafing the Value of 
Lands, which in the Remarks on the feveral 
Propofais I have endeavoured fully to prove, to 
the Convi£tion, I hope, of thofe Gentkmen for 
whofe Benefit this EJay chiefly was intended^ viz. 
our Country*GentIemen the Land holders of thefe 
three Kingdoms. Before concluding I muft re- 
peat. That my chief Intent herein was to remove 
that deftrudive Prdudice arifine from the falfe 
DifUn£Hon of Landed and Trading Interefls^ by 
ihewing. That there neither is or can be any 
difllerenceof Intereft between them; for whatever 
clogs Trade muft fmk the Value of Lands, and 
that any Benefit to Trade, how remote foever it 
may feem from Land, will at laft terminate in 
increafing its Value ; therefore I dare boldly affirm. 
That the giving Trade the utmoft Freedoms and 
Encouragements is the greateft and moft folid 
Improvement of the Value of L^nds. // muft hi 
evident^ &ys the Author of Britannia Languensy 

5. 290, ibat wer£ our Tradi eaftd as our neighbour 
Nations J England would bave the Superiority ^fina 
tbefame Caujes mujl produce greater EffeSfs in £ng« 

land, being invigorated witb tbe/e our National j/a-* 
vantages wbicb no otber Nation doth or can enjoy. 

Was. our Trade eafed and encoura^d by the 
foregoing Propofais bevond that of our Neighbours, 
to what a height of Riches and P(^Krer would not 
our Natural Advantages carry us ? The C6n- 
fideration of which is hereby fubmitted to the Le- 
giilature, which can whenever it pleafes jiiake u^ 
the moft flouriihing People in the World. 
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